
18th Century Material Culture 
The American Revolution

A Bloody Massacre



The Town House



 “To the Hon.ble Thomas Hubbard Esz.r Speaker of the house of Representatives this South Prospect of the Court House In Boston” 
1753



“A S.W. (Southwest) View of the STATE HOUSE in BOSTON”



 A View of the Boston State House in 1801
(Massachusetts Historical Society



March 5, 1770



Musket Balls Fired at the Boston Massacre
(Massachusetts Historical Society)



Musket Balls Fired at the Boston Massacre
(Massachusetts Historical Society)



Coroner’s Report for Crispus Attucks, 1770
(The Bostonian Society)



The Boston Massacre Prints



Henry Pelham (or Jonathan Clarke)
by John Singleton Copley c. 1770 - 1774

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



 “THE FRUITS OF ARBITRARY POWER, OR THE BLOODY MASSACRE, Perpetrated in King Street Boston ...” 
by Henry Pelham 1770

(New York Public Library)



 “THE FRUITS OF ARBITRARY POWER, OR THE BLOODY MASSACRE, Perpetrated in King Street Boston ...” 
by Henry Pelham 1770

(American Antiquarian Society)



 “THE FRUITS OF ARBITRARY POWER, OR THE BLOODY MASSACRE, Perpetrated in King Street Boston ...” 
After Henry Pelham, Published by W. Bingley of London in Newgate Street   1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 “THE FRUITS OF ARBITRARY POWER, OR THE BLOODY MASSACRE, Perpetrated in King Street Boston ...” 
After Henry Pelham, Frontispiece to the 2nd English Printing of  “A Short Narrative of the Horrid Massacre in Boston”   (Dilly, 1770)

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



A Letter from Henry Pelham
to Paul Revere



“The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment” 
by Paul Revere 1770

(Library of Congress)



“The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment” 
by Paul Revere 1770

(Arlington House, The Robert E. Lee Memorial)



“The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment” 
by Paul Revere 1770

(Yale University Art Gallery)



“The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment” 
by Paul Revere 1770

(Gilder Lehrman Collection)



“The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment” 
by Paul Revere 1770

(Gilder Lehrman Collection)



“The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment” 
by Paul Revere 1770

(Library of Congress)



“The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment” 
by Paul Revere 1770

(National Heritage Museum)



“The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment” 
by Paul Revere 1770

(Unknown)



“The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment” 
by Paul Revere 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



“The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment” 
by Paul Revere 1770

(National Heritage Museum)



“The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment” 
by Paul Revere 1770

(National Heritage Museum)



“The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment” 
by Paul Revere 1770

(Skinner)



“The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment” 
by Paul Revere 1770

(Boston Athenaeum)



“The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment” 
By Jonathan Mulliken of Newburyport, Massachusetts, after Paul Revere 1770

(National Heritage Museum)



“The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment” 
By Jonathan Mulliken of Newburyport, Massachusetts, after Paul Revere 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



Woodcut by Paul Revere  
Printed by Isaiah Thomas   1771  (Also in the Boston Gazette, and Country Journal 12 March 1770)

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



Broadside with Woodcut by Paul Revere  
Printed by Isaiah Thomas   1771  (Also in the Boston Gazette, and Country Journal 12 March 1770)

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



The  MASSACHUSETTS   CALENDAR, 
 OR  AN ALMANAC  

FOR The Year of our LORD  1772
(The British Library)



“A Verse Occassioned by the late horrid Massacre in King - Street” 
1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



“A Verse Occassioned by the late horrid Massacre in King - Street” 
1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



Broadside
1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



Broadside
1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)





Paul  Revere’s  Drawing  of  the  Massacre  Site



“A FAIR ACCOUNT OF THE LATE Unhappy Disturbance At Boston in New England; ...” 
1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



“A short NARRATIVE of The horrid Massacre in BOSTON, PERPETRATED
In the Evening of the Fifth Day of March, 1770 BY Soldiers of the XXIXth Regiment” 

Printed & Sold by Edes & Gill, Boston 1770
(Massachusetts Historical Society



Captain Preston Goes on Trial
Rex vs. Preston

October 24 - 30, 1770
Suffolk County Court

Queen Street Courthouse, Boston





Judge Peter Oliver of Marlborough, Massachusetts



Judge Peter Oliver of Marlborough, Massachusetts
Painted in England by John Downman after He Fled Boston with the Evacuation of British Troops in 1776 c. 1776 - 1791

(Winterthur)



Judge Peter Oliver of Marlborough, Massachusetts
by John Singleton Copley (Left



Roquelaure Cloak Owned by Judge Peter Oliver 
(Massachusetts Historical Society





John Adams
by Benjamin Blyth c. 1766

(The Massachusetts Historical Society)



Colonel Josiah Quincy
Father of Attorney Josiah Quincy II Who Co-Defended Captain Thomas Preston



Letter of Colonel Josiah Quincy to His Son, Attorney Josiah Quincy II



Attorney Samuel Quincy of Massachusetts, Trial of the Boston Massacre
by John Singleton Copley  c. 1767
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



Loyalist Juror Gilbert DuBois of Boston who Left for London in 1776
by John Singleton Copley c. Late 1770s

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



Drawing of the Boston Massacre Site
by Paul Revere



 Trial Notes for “Capt.n Preston’s Case” 
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes for “Capt.n Preston’s Case” 
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes for “Capt.n Preston’s Case” 
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes for “Capt.n Preston’s Case” 
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes for “Capt.n Preston’s Case” 
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes for “Capt.n Preston’s Case” 
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes for “Capt.n Preston’s Case” 
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes for “Capt.n Preston’s Case” 
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



“CASE of Capt. THOMAS PRESTON of the 29th Regiment” 
Supplement to the Boston Evening Post - Number 1813 - 25 June 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society





The Soldiers Go on Trial
Rex vs. Wemms

November 27 - December 5, 1770
Suffolk County Court

Queen Street Courthouse, Boston



 Trial Notes
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



 Trial Notes
by John Adams 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



“THE TRIAL OF WILLIAM WEMMS, ... FOR THE MURDER OF...” 
Printed by J. Fleming on Newbury Street 1770

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



“On the TRIAL of the INHUMAN MURDERERS, Of the 5th of March, 1770” 
(Massachusetts Historical Society)



John  Hancock  An  Oration;  Delivered  March  5,  1774
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