18th Century Material Culture
'1'he American Revolution

A Bloody Massacre
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“T'o the Hon.ble Thomas Hubbard Esz.r Speaker of the house of Representatives this South Prospect of the Court House In Boston”
1753




“AS.W. (Southwest) View of the STATE HOUSE in BOSTON”




A View of the Boston State House in 1801
(Massachusetts Historical Society
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Musket Balls Fired at the Boston Massacre
(Massachusetts Historical Society)



Musket Balls Fired at the Boston Massacre
(Massachusetts Historical Society)
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Coroner’s Report for Crispus Attucks, 1770
("T'he Bostonian Society)



Although Paul Revere was the first to sell “I'he Bloody Massacre
perpetrated in King Street Boston on March sth, 1770, by a party of the
29th Regt.” only 3 weeks after the event took place, the work was actually
plagiarized from a plate originally executed by Henry Pelham, Half Brother

to John Singleton Copley. Pelham’s print was entitled the “I'he Fruits of
Arbitrary Power, Or the Bloody Massacre, Perpetrated in King Street
Boston on March 5th 1770...”

"T'he Boston print shop of IEdes and Gill first advertised the sale of the Paul
Revere print in the March 26th, 1770 edition of the Boston Gazette. The
Gazette did not advertise the sale of the Pelham print until April gth.
Numerous color variations of the print exist as prints during this period
were hand painted with watercolors. Christian Remick, seen earlier in this
slideshow, colored many prints of “1'he Bloody Massacre” for Paul Revere.




Henry Pelham (or Jonathan Clarke)

by John Singleton Copley c. 1770 - 1774
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)
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“THE FRUITS OF ARBITRARY POWER, OR THE BLLOODY MASSACRE, Perpetrated in King Street Boston ...”
by Henry Pelham 1770
(New York Public Library)
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“THE FRUITS OF ARBITRARY POWER, OR THE BLLOODY MASSACRE, Perpetrated in King Street Boston ...”
by Henry Pelham 1770
(American Antiquarian Society)
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ARBITRARY POWER ¢« or the BLOODY MASSACRE,

Perpetrated in King-ftreet, Boﬁon, by a Party of the XXIXth Regt.

In which Mefl: Sam. Gray, Sam. Maverick, JamesCaldwell, Crifpus Attucks, Patrick Carr, werekilled,
= )1\ others were wounded, two of lmn [Chriftopher Monk and John Clark] mortall}

“THE FRUITS OF ARBITRARY POWER, OR THE BLLOODY MASSACRE, Perpetrated in King Street Boston ...”

After Henry Pelham, Published by W. Bingley of I.ondon in Newgate Street 1770
(Massachusetts Historical Society)
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“THE FRUITS OF ARBITRARY POWER, OR THE BLLOODY MASSACRE, Perpetrated in King Street Boston ...”

After Henry Pelham, Frontispiece to the 2nd English Printing of “A Short Narrative of the Horrid Massacre in Boston” (Dilly, 1770)
(Massachusetts Historical Society)



“Sir, When I heard that you were cutting a plate of the late Murder, I thought it
impossible, as I knew you was not capable of doing it unless you coppied it from mine
and as I thought I had entrusted it in the hands of a person who had more regard to the
dictates of Honour and Justice than to take the undue advantage you have done of the

confidence and T'rust I reposed in you. But I find I was mistaken, and after being at the
great ‘I'rouble and Expence of making a design paying for paper, printing &ec, find
myself in the most ungenerous Manner deprived, not only of any proposed Advantage,
but even of the expence I have been at, as truly as if you had plundered me on the
highway. If you are insensible of the Dishonour you have brought on yourself by this
Act, the World will not be so. However, I leave you to reflect upon and consider of one
of the most dishonorable Actions you could well be guilty of.

H. Pelham.

P S. I send by the Bearer the Prints I borrowed of you. My Mother desired you would
send the hinges and part of the press, that you had from her.”
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“T'he Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment”
by Paul Revere 1770
(Library of Congress)
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“T'he Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment”
by Paul Revere 1770
(Arlington House, The Robert E. I.ee Memorial)



“T'he Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment”
by Paul Revere 1770
(Yale University Art Gallery)




“T'he Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment”
by Paul Revere 1770
(Gilder L.ehrman Collection)



“T'he Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment”
by Paul Revere 1770
(Gilder L.ehrman Collection)



“T'he Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment”
by Paul Revere 1770
(Library of Congress)




“T'he Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment”
by Paul Revere 1770
(National Heritage Museum)



“T'he Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment”
by Paul Revere 1770
(Unknown)
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“T'he Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment”
by Paul Revere 1770
(Massachusetts Historical Society)




“T'he Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment”
by Paul Revere 1770
(National Heritage Museum)
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“T'he Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment”
by Paul Revere 1770
(National Heritage Museum)




“T'he Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 2gth Regiment”
by Paul Revere 1770
(Skinner)
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“T'he Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment”
by Paul Revere 1770
(Boston Athenaecum)
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“T'he Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment”
By Jonathan Mulliken of Newburyport, Massachusetts, after Paul Revere 1770
(National Heritage Museum)
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“T'he Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5th, 1770 by a party of the 29th Regiment

By Jonathan Mulliken of Newburyport, Massachusetts, after Paul Revere 1770
(Massachusetts Historical Society)
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Woodcut by Paul Revere
Printed by Isaiah Thomas 1771 (Also in the Boston Gazette, and Country Journal 12 March 1770)
(Massachusetts Historical Society)




A MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTION

ON THE

Fifth of March.

Together with » few LINES
On the Enlargement of

EBENEZER RICHARDSON,

Convicted of MURDER.

A\VAKE my drowfy Thoughts ! Awake my mufe!
Awake O C’ll’l’h, and tremble at the news !
In grand defiance to the laws of God,
The Guilty, Guilty murd’rer walks abroad.
i That city mourns, (the cry comes from the ground,)
' Where law and juftice never can be found :
®preton. BOh | fword of vengeance, fall thou on the race
Nl b = B i EOf thctfc who hinder juftice from its place.
UGH 2O MURD’RER ! RicuarpsoN ! with their lateft breath
thallfay  §Millions will curfe you when you fleep in death !
B Infernal horrors fure will thake your foul
B \When o’er your head the awful thunders roll.
i Earth cannot hide you, always will the cry
£Of Murder ! Murder ! haunt you ’till you die !
To yonder grave ! with trembling joints repair,
Remember, SEIDER’s corps lies mould‘ring there ;
There drop a tear, and think what you have done !
MURDEREI B Then judge how you can live beneath the Sun.
CHRISTOPHER SE R, BA PARDON may arrive | You laws defy
s e YR ,  jBut Heaven’s laws will ftand when l\l\GS fhall die.
& ‘l‘il,v‘"xw” fOh! Wretched man ! the monfter of the times,
- You were not hung by reafon of 0/7 Lines,”
O/d Lines thrown by, ’twas then we were in hopes,
That you would foon be hung with new made Ropes 3~
But neither Ropw nor Lines, will fatisfiy
BFor SEIDER’s blood ! But (;OI) is ever nigh,
And guilty fouls will not unpunifh’d go
day, MaRcH rin T Tho’ they’re excus’d by |uduu here hal(m
A ' You ar mlaro d but curfed is your fate
bing’s eas’d you from the prifon gate
Th(_ --Krl e of 7'0ru5 it has borne youo ‘er

Tyrannical
Abandoned G
Their Underlings a
And y d y - P NL ' ? A g SPpaily
Machinations of artfu wretches,
Who would E} S People,
Come to an cni
Let their NAMES and MEMORIES
Be buried in eternal oblivion,
And the PR .
For a SCOURGE to T annical Rulers,
miin FRE E

Broadside with Woodcut by Paul Revere
Printed by Isaiah Thomas 1771 (Also in the Boston Gazette, and Country Journal 12 March 1770)
(Massachusetts Historical Society)
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The MASSACHUSETTS CALENDAR,
OR AN ALMANAC
FFOR The Year of our LORD 1772
("The British Library)
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“A Verse Occassioned by the late horrid Massacre in King - Street”

1770
(Massachusetts Historical Society)



; A Verle |
Occafioned by the late horrid Maflacre in
Kino-Street.

p S

“A Verse Occassioned by the late horrid Massacre in King - Street”
1770
(Massachusetts Historical Society)
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Broadside

1770
(Massachusetts Historical Society)
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Broadside

1770
(Massachusetts Historical Society)



La Thurfday, agreeable to a general Requett of the Inhab-
jtants, and by the Confent of Parents and Friends, were car-
ried to their Grave in Succeflion, the Bodics of Samuel Gray,|
Samue! Maverick, Fames Coldswell, And Crifpus Arrucks, the
unhappy Yictims who fc!t in the blood) Maifacre of the Mon-
dzy Evening preceding !: ,

' On-this Ocr.aﬁon moft of thc Shops in “Town were ﬁmt,

‘ a!l the Bells were ordered to toll a folemn Peal, as were alfo
thofe in the neighboring Towns of Chacleftown, Roxbury,&c
The Proceilion began co move between the Hours of 4 and r|§
~in the Afternoon; two of the unfortunate Sufferers, viz, Me
ames Caldwwell and Crijpus Auucks, who were Strangem,
orne from Faneuil-Hall, attended by & numerous Train of
Persons of ail Ranks and the other two, viz. Mr, Samuel
Gray, from the Houle of M. Benjamin Gray, (his Brother)
on the North-fide of the Exchange, and Mr. 3averick, from|
the Houfe of his diftressed Mother Mry, Mary ﬁfcvcrfd in|
Union-Street, cach followed by their reipeltive Relations and
Friends s . The feveral Hearfes forming a Junction in King-
Street, the Theatre of the inhuman Tragedy! proceeded
from thence thro’ the Main-Strect, lengthencd by an immenfe
Concourfe of People, fo numerous aa to be obliged to follow
in Ranks of fix, and brought up by a long Train of Carriages
belonging to the principal Gentry of the Town, The Bodies
were depofited in one Vault in che middle Burying-ground ;
The aggravated Circumftances of their Death, the Diftreil
and Sorrow vifible in every Countenance, togecther with the]
peculiar Solemnity with which the whole F uneral was con-

duéled, defcription,
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Paul Revere’s Drawing of the Massacre Site
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Unhappy Difturbance

At BosTon In New ENGLAND

EXTRACTED

From the DEPOSITIONS that have been made
concerning it by Persons of all PARTIES,
(”, BN rAadérey ‘1.1/7

P 4

.
4

WITH AN

APPENDTIX

CONTAINING

me AFFIDAVITS and other EvipENCES relating to thi:
AFFAIR, not mentioned inthe NARRATIVE
of it that has been publithed at BOST ON.

EEOEN D O.N:

Printed for B, WHITE, in Fleet-fireet.

M D
3 DC

“AFAIRACCOUNT OF THE LATE Unhappy Disturbance At Boston in New England; ...”

1770
(Massachusetts Historical Society)



“A short NARRATITVE of 'The horrid Massacre in BOSTON, PERPETRATED
In the Evening of the Fifth Day of March, 1770 BY Soldiers of the XXIXth Regiment”
Printed & Sold by Edes & Gill, Boston 1770
(Massachusetts Historical Society
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The Queen Street Courthouse
Boston, Massachusetts

(Date of [llustration Unknown)
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Judge Peter Oliver of Marlborough, Massachusetts




Judge Peter Oliver of Marlborough, Massachusetts
Painted in England by John Downman after He Fled Boston with the Evacuation of British Troops in 1776 c. 1776 - 1791
(Winterthur)




Judge Peter Oliver of Marlborough, Massachusetts
by John Singleton Copley (I eft




Roquelaure Cloak Owned by Judge Peter Oliver
(Massachusetts Historical Society
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Prosecution for the Trial:
Samuel Quincy: Solicitor General of Massachusetts

Robert Treat Paine
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Captain Preston’s Defense Attorneys:

Senior Counsel: Loyalist Robert Auchmuty

John Adams
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Josiah Quincy, Jr. (Elder Brother to Samuel Quincy, Prosecutor)
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John Adams
by Benjamin Blyth c. 1766
("The Massachusetts Historical Society)




Colonel Josiah Quincy
Father of Attorney Josiah Quincy IT Who Co-Defended Captain 'Thomas Preston



(March 22, 1770)
My dear Son,

[ am under great affliction, at hearing the bitterest reproaches uttered against you, for
having become an advocate for those criminals who are charged with the murder of the
fellow citizens. Good God! Is it possible? I will not believe 1t.

Just before I returned home from Boston, I knew, indeed, that on the day those criminals
were committed to prison, a sergeant had inquired for you at your brother’s house,—but |
had no apprehension that it was possible an application would be made to you to undertake
their defence. Since then I have been told that you have actually engaged for Captain
Preston;—and I have heard the severest reflections made upon the occasion, by men who
had just before manifested the highest esteem for you, as one destined to be a saviour of
your country.

[ must own to you, it has filled the bosom of your aged and infirm parent with anxiety and
distress, lest it should not only prove true, but destructive of your reputation and interest;
and I repeat, I will not believe it, unless it be confirmed by your own mouth, and under
your own hand.

Your anxious and distressed parent,...

Letter of Colonel Josiah Quincy to His Son, Attorney Josiah Quincy 11




Attorney Samuel Quincy of Massachusetts, Trial of the Boston Massacre
by John Singleton Copley c. 1767
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



Loyalist Juror Gilbert DuBois of Boston who L eft for L.ondon in 1776
by John Singleton Copley c. Late 1770s

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



Drawing of the Boston Massacre Site
by Paul Revere
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"T'rial Notes for “Capt.n Preston’s Case”
by John Adams 1770
(Massachusetts Historical Society)
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March 5, 1774,
AT THE
ReQuest oFr THE INHABITANTS
OF THE
TowN or BOSTON:»
TO
ComMmeMoraTE . THE Broony TRAGEDY
OF THE
FIFTH or MARCH 1770

BY
True HoNorasre JOHN HANCOCK, Esq:

Veadidit hic anzo patviam, domipumque potentem
Impofuit : hxit leges pretio atnue refixit,
Non, mihi fi lingue centom fint, oraque centam,
Ferrea vox, omnes feelerum comprendere formas,

Printed by EDES and GILL, "in Quaex Sta

M,DCC,LXXIV.

John Hancock An Oration; Delivered March 5, 1774



"The material contained within these slideshows is presented for educational purposes only. The
18th Century Material Culture Resource Center does not personally own any of the items
depicted herein and is indebted to the countless museums, libraries, and private collectors who
willingly share their collections with the public through the internet.  Every attempt has been

made to credit these organizations and individuals for their contributions as best as possible.

If there is a question you have regarding a particular item featured within a presentation, please
contact the 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center and we will try to answer your
inquiry as best as possible. If for any reason you feel there is any item that should not be
presented here, or if there is an error in any listing, or if you know the source for any item whose
credit is unknown, please inform us and we will make sure your concern is addressed as soon as
possible.

"Thank you!

- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center




