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Bell Foundries



Whitechapel (London) Bell Foundry Sign
18th Century

(Photograph - Neal Hurst)



“William Kinman, Founder & Ironmonger At the Bell”
London   1758

(Victoria & Albert)



“Tuffin, Shepherd & Jeremiah Nance...”
18th Century

(Victoria & Albert)



“Thomas Trimby, Cabinet Founder & Ironmonger...”
c. 1758

(Victoria & Albert)



Bell Casting
The Encyclopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert   1767

(University of Michigan)
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Bell Casting
The Encyclopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert   1767

(University of Michigan)



The
Liberty Bell



The State House Bell “Liberty Bell” that Hung in the Tower of the Pennsylvania State House
Originally made by the Whitechapel Foundry in London   1751

Cracked, it wasTwice Recast byPhiladelphia Metalworkers John Pass & John Stow in 1753
(Independence Hall)



Bells



The Original Bell, Mounting & Wheel of Bruton Parish Church
Hanging in the Steeple Since 1769

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation - The Historic Carpenters of Colonial Williamsburg - Willie Graham of Architectural Research)



The Original Bell, Mounting & Wheel of Bruton Parish Church
Hanging in the Steeple Since 1769

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation - The Historic Carpenters of Colonial Williamsburg - Willie Graham of Architectural Research)



Copper Bell Found in the Mill Pond of Boston, Massachusetts
c. 18th - Early 19th Century

(Massachusetts Historical Commission)



Bronze Bell
Cast by the Whitechapel Foundry, London   1789

(Denham’s Auctioneers)



Wringing the Bell at the Wren Building, College of William and Mary
(Interpretation by Jenny Lynn, Photograph by Crystal Bucchioni)



Earthenware
Bells



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Bell from Staffordshire
c. 1700

(Victoria & Albert)



Hand
Bells



English Hand Bell Often Used for Funeral Processions
1638

(Victoria & Albert)



“ENGLAND’S New Bell-man;...”
Newcastle   1740

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“THE  BELLMAN  AND  THE  CAPTAIN”
London 1749

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“THE  BELLMAN  AND  THE  CAPTAIN”
London 1749

(Lewis Walpole Library)



George Pratt the Town Crier
by John Kay   1784

(Lewis Walpole Library)



George Pratt and a Fool
by John Kay   1784

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Ship
Bells



Belgian Ship’s Bell from the wreck of the Mary Rose, Found just Outboard of the Sterncastle
1510

(The Mary Rose)



Ship’s Bell from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Depiction of a Ship's Bell in its Belfry 
Attached to the Windlass in the Bow, an Arrangement Typical of Merchant Ships in the Late 18th Century

From Röding 1793: Figure 44



House Bells



House Bell Owned by George Washington to Call His Servants & White Overseers
c. 1784 - 1788

(Mount Vernon)



Trade Cards



“J. Smith Apothecary, at the Bell & Lion...”
18th Century

(Victoria & Albert)



“William Fielder, Stationer, AT THE  Bell & Star...”
18th Century

(Victoria & Albert)



Crotal or Rumbler
Bells



Crotal or Rumbler Bells

Crotal or Rumbler Bells were cast in English & Continental European foundries as early as the 
16th century.  They were often used to adorn carriages, sleighs, and animal tack.  Crotal Bells 
were also used for livestock and by the occasional person who wanted to attract attention to 
themselves, such as a market or fair person.  Imported in large quantities to the American 
Colonies during the 18th century for similar use. they were often traded to some of the Native 
American tribes who incorporated them into their cultural practices.  The first American 
manufactured Crotal Bells were made by Captain William Barton of East Hampton, 
Connecticut.

Crotal or Rumber Bells differ from open mouthed bells by the lack of an attached clapper.  They 
create sound through open holes or a slit within their body and by the incorporation of a loose 
pebble or iron pea jinglet which rattled inside.  



English Copper Crotal Bell from Essex
17th Century

(Private Collection - UK Detector Finds Database)



English Pewter (?) Crotal Bell from Norfolk
17th Century

(Private Collection - UK Detector Finds Database)



English, Possibly Tinned, Copper Crotal Bell from Cambridgeshire
17th Century

(Private Collection - UK Detector Finds Database)



English Copper Crotal Bell with Iron Pea Clapper from Norfolk
17th Century

(Private Collection - UK Detector Finds Database)



English Copper Crotal Bell with Iron Pea Clapper from Nottinghamshire
Marked for the Maker “HW” - Possibly for William Seller’s Foreman   18th Century

(Private Collection - UK Detector Finds Database)



English Copper Crotal Bell with Iron Pea Clapper from Norfolk
17th Century

(Private Collection)



English Copper Crotal Bell from Oxfordshire
Marked for the Maker “WG”, Possibly for William Gwinn   18th Century

(Private Collection - UK Detector Finds Database)



English Copper Crotal Bell from Kent
Marked for the Maker “RW”, The Robert Wells Foundry  c. 1760 - 1781

(Private Collection - UK Detector Finds Database)
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(Private Collection - UK Detector Finds Database)



English Copper Crotal Bell from Kent
Marked for the Maker “RW”, The Robert Wells Foundry  c. 1760 - 1781

(Private Collection - UK Detector Finds Database)



Large & Small English Copper Crotal Bells from Aldbourne, Wiltshire
Marked for the Maker “RW”, The Robert Wells Foundry  c. 1760 - 1781

(Private Collection - UK Detector Finds Database)



English Copper Crotal Bells Recovered at Conestoga Town, Pennsylvania, a Susquehannock Village Site (c. 1690 - 1740)
Possibly by the Knight Foundry of Reading England & Aldbourne Wiltshire Foundries    c. Late 17th - Early 18th Century

(State Museum of Pennsylvania)



English Copper Crotal Bells Recovered at Conestoga Town, Pennsylvania, a Susquehannock Village Site (c. 1690 - 1740)
Possibly by the Knight Foundry of Reading England & Aldbourne Wiltshire Foundries    c. Late 17th - Early 18th Century

(State Museum of Pennsylvania)



American Copper Crotal Bell Recovered from Fort Hunte, PennsylvaniaPossibly by the Knight Foundry of Reading
Likely by Captain William Barton of East Hampton, Connecticut or His Descendants   c. 1740 - Early 19th Century

(State Museum of Pennsylvania)
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- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center


