
18th Century Material Culture  
Colonies to States 

Virginia



Government



Virginia Colonial Governor Robert Dinwiddie 
by Unknown  c. 1760 - 1765 
(National Portrait Gallery)



Peyton Randolph, Attorney General of the Colony of Virginia & Chair of the 1st and 2nd Continental Congress 
Unknown Artist 

(Colonial Williamsburg)



Peyton Randolph, Attorney General of the Colony of Virginia & Chair of the 1st and 2nd Continental Congress 
by John Wollaston 

(Virginia Historical Society)



Peyton Randolph of Wilton 
by Matthew Pratt   1773 

(Virginia Historical Society)



George Wyth, House of Burgesses, Delegate 2nd Continental Congress and Signer of the Declaration of Independence 
Unknown Artist  

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



Benjamin Harrison, Delegate to the 2nd Continental Congress and Signer of the Declaration of Independence 
Unknown Artist 

(Virginia Historical Society)



Richard Henry Lee, Delegate to the 1st & 2nd Continental Congress 
by Charles Wilson Peale  1784 

(Private Collection)



James Madison of the Continental Congress, Age 32 
by Charles Wilson Peale   1783 

(Library of Congress)



Catherine “Kitty” Floyd, 15 Year Old Daughter of New York Delegate, William Floyd - To Whom Madison Proposed Marriage 
by Charles Wilson Peale   1783 

(Library of Congress)



Armed Forces



Lieutenant Colonel Richard Cary, Aide de Camp of General Washington 
by Charles Wilson Peale 

(Heritage Auctions)



John Parke Custis of General Washington’s Staff during the Siege of Boston & Civilian Aide-de-Camp During the Siege of Yorktown 
by James Peale   c. 1772 

(Virginia Museum of Fine Arts)



Major General Horatio Gates 
by Charles Wilson Peale   1782 

(Independence National Historic Park)



Major General Horatio Gates 
by James Peale  1782 

(Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery)



Major General Horatio Gates 
by James Peale  1782 

(Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery)



“HORATIO  GATES  ESQR.” 
by Carington Bowles  1778 

(Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery)



“HORATIO  GATES Esqr.  / Major General of the American Forces” 
Published by John Morris, London   1778 

(The British Museum)



“MAJOR  GENL.  GATES”  Battersea Copper & Enamel Box Cover 
c. 1776 

(Private Collection)



Lt. Col. James Innes, Williamsburg Volunteers and 15th Virginia Regiment 
by Charles Wilson Peale   c. 1777 

(Virginia Historical Society)



Study of Hugh Mercer, Jr. (The Death of General Mercer at the Battle of Princeton, January 3, 1777) 
by Jonathan Trumbell   1791 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Colonel Josiah Parker of the 5th Virginia Regiment 
Commander of the Lower Virginia County Militia by Order of General Von Steuben  1781 

by John Ramage 
(Smithsonian American Art Museum)



 Rappahannock Forge Museket by Scottish Immigrant James Hunter 
1776 

(Museum of the American Revolution)



Standard of the 3rd Virginia Detachment Commanded by Colonel Abraham Buford 
Captured by Banastre Tarleton at the Battle of the Waxhaws, May 29,  1780 

(Sotheby’s Auction House)



Standard of the 3rd Virginia Detachment Commanded by Colonel Abraham Buford 
Captured by Banastre Tarleton at the Battle of the Waxhaws, May 29,  1780 

(Sotheby’s Auction House)



Standard of the 3rd Virginia Detachment Commanded by Colonel Abraham Buford 
Captured by Banastre Tarleton at the Battle of the Waxhaws, May 29,  1780 

(Sotheby’s Auction House)



Standard of the 8th Virginia Regiment Under the Command of Peter Muhlenberg 
(Freeman’s Auctioneers and Appraisers )



Musket Made by Philadelphia Gunsmith Thomas Parker 
One of Forty Muskets Ordered by George Washington in January, 1775  

For the Prince William County Independent Company in Virginia 
(Museum of the American Revolution)



Yorktown



United States Troops at Yorktown 
by Jean - Baptiste  de  Verger  1781 

(Ann S.K. Brown Collection, Brown University)



French  Map  of  the  Engagement  at  Yorktown,  Virginia  1781 
Paris,  1782



Detail  -  Siege  of  Yorktown  1781 
Gouache  Painting  by Louis - Nicholas van  Blarenberghe  1784 

(Musée National de Versailles)



Detail  -  Siege  of  Yorktown  1781 
Gouache  Painting  by Louis - Nicholas van  Blarenberghe  1784 

(Musée National de Versailles)



Detail  -  Siege  of  Yorktown  1781 
Gouache  Painting  by Louis - Nicholas van  Blarenberghe  1786 

(Musée National de Versailles)



Detail  -  Siege  of  Yorktown  1781 
Gouache  Painting  by Louis - Nicholas van  Blarenberghe  1786 

(Musée National de Versailles)



The  Surrender  at  Yorktown  by  Louis-Nicholas  van  Blarenberghe:  1785 
Based  on  Drawings  by  Alexandre  and Cesar  Berthier,   

Eyewitnesses  to the  Battle  and  Draftsmen  under  Rochambeau



The  Surrender  at  Yorktown  by  Louis-Nicholas  van  Blarenberghe:  1785 
Based  on  Drawings  by  Alexandre  and Cesar  Berthier,   

Eyewitnesses  to the  Battle  and  Draftsmen  under  Rochambeau



The  Surrender  at  Yorktown  by  Louis-Nicholas  van  Blarenberghe:  1785 
Based  on  Drawings  by  Alexandre  and Cesar  Berthier,   

Eyewitnesses  to the  Battle  and  Draftsmen  under  Rochambeau



Detail  -  Yorktown  Surrender  1781 
Gouache  Painting  by Louis - Nicholas van  Blarenberghe  1786



Detail  -  Yorktown  Surrender  1781 
Gouache  Painting  by Louis - Nicholas van  Blarenberghe  1786



Detail  -  Yorktown  Surrender  1781 
Gouache  Painting  by Louis - Nicholas van  Blarenberghe  1786



British Fortifications in  Yorktown  1781:  The Secretary Thomas Nelson House 
by Benjamin Latrobe  c. 1796 

(Library of Virginia)



Secretary Thomas Nelson House 
Yorktown Virginia



French Representation of the Surrender of the Surrender of Yorktown 
(Library of Congress)



“The AMERICAN  RATTLE  SNAKE” 
by Wm. Humphry  1781



“The AMERICAN  RATTLE  SNAKE” 
by Wm. Humphry  1781



Washington & His Generals at Yorktown 
by James Peale 

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



Washington & His Generals at Yorktown 
by James & Charles Peale 

(The Maryland Historical Society)



“Le général Cornwallis à Yorck le 19 8bre 1781, a été pris prisonnier de guerre avec toute son armée” 
by Anonymous  1781 

(The British Museum)



“Le général Cornwallis à Yorck le 19 8bre 1781, a été pris prisonnier de guerre avec toute son armée” 
by Anonymous  1781 

(The British Museum)

Yorktown 
1781 

(Colonial Williamsburg)



Yorktown



New York Packet 
October 23, 1777



New York Packet, November 1, 1781



New York Packet, November 1, 1781
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