18th Century Material Culture
Maternity & Childbirth
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“The TEEMING [LLADY”
by Gerhard Brockman, After Paul Rubens c. 1701 - 1773
('T'he British Museum)
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“T'he Affiliation” A Courtroom Scene Involving a Pregnant Woman, a Man, and His Angry Wife
by John Collet, After William Hogarth
(Victoria & Albert)
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“SIX- PENCE A DAY
by William Humphrey 1775
("T'he British Museum)
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“You've Crackd my PIPKIN Sir said she so MARRY me & Mend it”
by Francis Edward Adams 1773
('T'he British Museum)



A

" LM it B A

773

I i ol ot s

B e+ e

- . .
S Vin &ngzla..i'il;c. el ¢
N4 S AP Py \u.ll"lu..rr. e iu/”s..-lt.. S o N

e g s N s

v

by Francis Edward Adams
('T'he British Museum)
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“T'he MISERIES of a SINGLE LIFE.”
by Carington Bowles 1774
('T'he British Museum)
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“THE UNWILLING BRIDEGROOM, OR FORCD MEAT WILL NEVER DIGEST'
by William Humphrey 1778
('T'he British Museum)




“THE UNWILLING BRIDEGROOM, OR FORCD MEAT WILL NEVER DIGEST.
by William Humphrey 1778
('T'he British Museum)




“THE RECRUITING SERJEANT, or, BROWN BESS SOONER THAN BIGG BELLYD BETTY”
by Samuel Colllins 1786
(Lewis Walpole Museum)



L-.m\....r
s
[ m_.\u,.mu.' by

s
an
<
X
o
i
i
i
'y [
e
i
w
&

-

L

N e







English Linen & Quilted Cotton Maternity Ensemble
C. 1780 - 1790
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)




English Linen & Quilted Cotton Maternity Jacket
C. 1780 - 1790
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



English Linen & Quilted Maternity Under Waistcoat
C. 1780 - 1790
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



English Linen & Quilted Cotton Petticoat
C. 1780 - 1790
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)




English Linen & Quilted Cotton Maternity Ensemble
C. 1780 - 1790
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)
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English Linen & Quilted Cotton Maternity Ensemble
C. 1780 - 1790
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



English or European Chintz Maternity Jacket

C. 1750 - 1790
(MoMu Fashion Museum, Belgium)



Detail of a Corset for Pregnant Women “Laced by the two sides at A”
Plate XXIV: Encyclopedia of Denis Diderot (1751-1777)



French PREGNANCY or NURSING Corset with Side ILacings (Front)
C. 1750 - 1760
(Joconde Musées de France)




French PREGNANCY or NURSING Corset with Side Lacings (Back)
C. 1750 - 1760
(Joconde Musées de France)




French PREGNANCY or NURSING Corset with Side ILacings (Front)

C. 1750 - 1775
(Joconde Musées de France)



French PREGNANCY or NURSING Corset with Side Lacings (Back)

C. 1750 - 1775
(Joconde Musées de France)
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French PREGNANCY or NURSING Corset with Side Lacings

C. 1750
(Musée du Costume de Chateau-Chinon)



Our Friend, Victoria Leigh Rebal Brenckle, T'en Days Prior to Her Due Date, Wearing the Dress of a Common New Englander
Recreation of Captain David Brown’s Minute Company, Concord Massachusetts, April 19th, 1775
(Photographs Courtesy Victoria Leigh Rebal Brenckle)
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Centerpiece of “Compleat Midwife’s Practice” Featuring Madam LLovys Bourgeous, Midwife to the Queen of France
by Thomas Chamberlayne 1656
(Folger Shakespeare Library, Washington, D.C.)
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“Hannah Thomlinson™ - The “York Midwife”
by George LLumlley c. 1703 -1737
('T'he British Museum)
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Plate from “Die Chur-Brandenburgische Hoff-Wehe-Mutter”
by Justine Siegemundin, Berlin 1690
(Wunderkammer)
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Plate from “Die Chur-Brandenburgische Hoff-Wehe-Mutter”
by Justine Siegemundin, Berlin 1690
(Wunderkammer)



Plate from “Die Chur-Brandenburgische Hoff-Wehe-Mutter”
by Justine Siegemundin, Berlin 1690
(Wunderkammer)



Juedisches Ceremoniel
by J. G. Puschner, Germany 1716

(Private Collection)
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{feveral Pm--:ms of a szzu
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. ely, or in a frait Pofture, may, by the
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“THE ART OF MIDWIFERY IMPROVD...”
L.ondon 1716

(New York American Center for History)
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(New York American Center for History)
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THE

FEMALE PHYSICIAN,

Containing all the

Di1ske AsEs incident to that SE X,
IN
Vireins, Wives, and Widows
TQGETHER
With their Caxfes and Symptoms, their

Degrees of DanNcer, and refpetive
ﬂ]et/maﬁ of PrevEnTIiON and CURE:

To which is added,

The Whole AR T of

New 1mprov'd Mipwirery;

COMPR FHENDI\G

The neceflary Qualifications of a Mipwirs,
and particular Direltions for layine Women, 1 'ﬂl
Cajes of Difficult and Pretermnatuval Bir T 4 8 5 to-
gether with the Diet and Regim:nz of both the
MoTHER and Curr p.

By Jounx MausraY, M D.

——0pifergy per Orvem
Dicor y ———— Ovid. Met.

e e ———————————————

LONDON:
Printed for JAmes Hor1aND, at the Bible and
Ball, in St. Paul’s-Church-Yard. 1724.

“THE FEMALE PHYSICIAN... The Whole ART of New improvd MIDWIFERY”
by John Maubray, M.D. 1724
(Archive.com)



A

Complete Practice

MIDWIFERY.

Confifting of

Upwards of ForTY CASES or
OpservaTions in that valuable
ArT, fele@ted from many Others, in
the Courfc of a very EXTENSIVE
PrRACTICE.

And Inter{perfed

With many neceffary CAvTIoNs and
ufeful InsTrRUCTIONS, proper to be
obferved in the moft Dangerous and Critical
Exigencies, as well when the Delivery is
difficult in its own Nature, as when it becomes
fo by the Rafhnefs or Ignorance of Unexpe-
rienc’d Pretenders,

Recommended 1o

All FEMarLe PRACTITIONERS In an
Art fo tmportant to the Lives and WeLL-BeiNG
of the Szx,

By SARAH STONE,

Of PiccapiLLy.

— - o ————— e &

LONDON:

“A Complete Practice of MIDWIFERY...”
by Sarah Stone of Picadeilly 1738
(Wellcome Library)



TRISTOTLE:s

Compleat and Bxperienc’d

MIDWIFE.

e

In Two Parts.

1. A Guipe for Child-bearing Women,
in the Time of their Conception, Bearing and
Snckling their Children 3 with the beft Means
of helping them, both in Natural, and Un-

R o XN natural Labours : Together with fuitable Re-

A\ Atk ,Mﬁ; medies for the various Indifpofition of New-

”‘ _ born Infants.

11. Proper and fafe REMEDIES for the
Curing all thofe Diftempers thatare incident
<o the Female Sex 3 and more efpecially thole
¢hat are any Obftruftion to their Bearing of

Children.

A WORK far more perfet than any yet
Fxtant 3 and highly Neceffary for all Surgeons,
Midwives, Nurles, and Child-bearing Wo-

men.
Made Boglifh by W——5—= M. Di:

The Diventh EDItioN.

Ludon + Tristsdy and 4 by se Book(efen

“AR :
ISTOTLE'S Compleat and Experiencd MIDWIFE: In T'wo Parts”

1738
(Princeton University)



COLLECTION
OF

CASES and OBSERVATIONS

IN
MIDWIFERY.

By WILLIAM SMELLIE, M.D,

'O ILLUSTRATE

His former TrzaTise, or Fizst Voruvne,
on that Svpjecy,

L ONDO N:
Printed for D, WiLzon and T. Duanas, st Plito's
Head, in the Strand,

MDCCLIYV,

“A COLLECTION OF CASES AND OBSERVATIONS IN MIDWIFERY.” Volume I1
by William Smellie M.D. 1754
(Wellcome Library)



William Smellie M.D.

C. 1740
(Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh)
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“T'he Midwife OR THE OLD WOMAN'S MAGAZINE..”

Produced by Christopher Smart 1750
(Private Collection)




MIDWIFERY.
By W. SMELLIE, M.D.
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LONDON:

“ATREATISE ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY'.”
by William Smellie MD, 1752
(Private Collection)
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“A'TREATISE ONTHE ART of MIDWIFERY..,
by Mrs. Elizabeth Nihell “Professed Midwife” 1760
(Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow)



THE
Midwife’s
Pockct-Companion .
OR
A PracTICAL
T R BELAVT (TiS2E
O F

MIDWIFERY.

-
On a New PL AN,
CONTAINING
Full and plain Direcrions for the Mavace
mexT and Devtvary of Child-bearing Women
in the different Cafes, and the Cure of the
feveral Diseasks incident to them and new-
born Children, in the fafeft Manner, and ac-
cording to the beft Improvements.
ADATTED T0 TR

Use of the FEMALE as well as the Marwe
PRACTITIONER in that ART.

In THREE PARTS

By JOHN MEMIS, D.M.

Of Mani1anar-CoLLEos, AREnDEEN,

L O ND O N:

Printed for Epwano and Cuazves Dinvy, in the
Poultry, near the Manfioa-Hosle.

MDCCLXYV.

“THE MIDWIFES POCKET COMPANION:...”
by John Memis, D.M. 1765
(Wellcome Library)
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“Abrég¢ de I'art des Accouchements”
by Midwife Angélique Marguerite I.e Boursier du Coudray T'eacher & Midwife to King LLouis XV
Published by Bouchard 1773
(Hardin Library for the Health Sciences)




“Abrég¢ de I'art des Accouchements”
by Midwife Angélique Marguerite I.e Boursier du Coudray T'eacher & Midwife to King LLouis XV
Published by Bouchard 1773
(Hardin Library for the Health Sciences)




“Abrég¢ de I'art des Accouchements”
by Midwife Angélique Marguerite I.e Boursier du Coudray T'eacher & Midwife to King LLouis XV
Published by Bouchard 1773
(Hardin Library for the Health Sciences)
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“Abrég¢ de I'art des Accouchements”
by Midwife Angélique Marguerite I.e Boursier du Coudray T'eacher & Midwife to King LLouis XV
Published by Bouchard 1773
(Hardin Library for the Health Sciences)
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“Abrég¢ de I'art des Accouchements”
by Midwife Angélique Marguerite I.e Boursier du Coudray T'eacher & Midwife to King LLouis XV
Published by Bouchard 1773
(Hardin Library for the Health Sciences)
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“THE VILLAGE DOCTOR.” / "Probe Surgeo[n and] Man Midwife"
by Thomas Rowlandson, Published by Hannah Humphrey 1774
("T'he British Museum)
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K E A TISE

ON THE

‘Theory and Practice

OF

MIDWIFERY.

By W, SMELLIE, M.D.
A NEW EDITION.
TO WHICH IS NOW ADDED,

A SET OF ANATOMICAL TABLES,

WITH EXPLANATIONS,

e ———————— e ettt
e ———————————ee—ee e - —

——

LONDON:

Printed for W, Sreanan; T. Cavssr, and G. Nicor, in
the Serand ; and W, Fox, and S. Hares, in Holbora.,
MUDCCLXXIX,

“ATREATISE ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY'.”
by William Smellie M D, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, .oneon 1779
(Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow)



“ATREATISE ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY'.”
by William Smellie M D, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, .oneon 1779
(Wunderkammer)



“A'TREATISE ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY.”
by William Smellie M D, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, .oneon 1779
(Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow)



“ATREATISE ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY'.”
by William Smellie M D, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, .oneon 1779
(Wunderkammer)



“ATREATISE ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY'.”
by William Smellie M D, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, .oneon 1779
(Wunderkammer)



“ATREATISE ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY'.”
by William Smellie M D, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, .oneon 1779
(Wunderkammer)



“ATREATISE ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY'.”
by William Smellie M D, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, .oneon 1779
(Wunderkammer)



“ATREATISE ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY'.”
by William Smellie M D, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, .oneon 1779
(Wunderkammer)
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English T'rade Card
1780
("T'he British Museum)
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“T'he Machine” - A T'eaching Apparatus for Midwifery
Used by Midwife Angélique Marguerite e Boursier du Coudra, T'eacher & Midwife to King Louis XV
(Dittrick Medical History Center, Cleveland, Ohio)




“T'he Machine” - A T'eaching Apparatus for Midwifery
Used by Midwife Angé¢lique Marguerite I.e Boursier du Coudra, T'eacher & Midwife to King Louis XV
(Dittrick Medical History Center, Cleveland, Ohio)



“T'he Machine” - A T'eaching Apparatus for Midwifery
Used by Midwife Angé¢lique Marguerite I.e Boursier du Coudra, T'eacher & Midwife to King Louis XV
(Dittrick Medical History Center, Cleveland, Ohio)



“T'he Machine” - A T'eaching Apparatus for Midwifery
Used by Midwife Angélique Marguerite e Boursier du Coudra, T'eacher & Midwife to King Louis XV
(Dittrick Medical History Center, Cleveland, Ohio)




A "T'eaching Apparatus for Midwifery
Used by Ang¢lique Marguerite Le Boursier du Coudra, 'Teaching Midwife & Midwife to King Louis XV
(Musée Gustave Flaubert, Rouen)
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A Page from Maine Midwife, Martha Ballard’s, Diary
(Maine State Library)
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“Cunicularii or the Wife men of Godliman in Consultation”
18th Century
(Wellcome Library)



“A man - wid - Wife”

by Isaac Cruikshank 1793

("T'he British Museum)






French Steel Levett - Type Obstetrical Forceps
Used to Grasp the Head of a Fetus To Assist in Its Delivery During Childbirth - Favored by Male Midwives
Designed by Andre [evret of the Royal Society of Surgeons of Paris
C. 1751 - 1800
(Science Museum, Blythe House)




French Steel Levett - Type Obstetrical Forceps
Used to Grasp the Head of a Fetus To Assist in Its Delivery During Childbirth - Favored by Male Midwives
Designed by Andre [evret of the Royal Society of Surgeons of Paris
C. 1751 - 1800
(Wellcome Library)




IFrench Steel Levett - Type Obstetrical Forceps
Used to Grasp the Head of a Fetus To Assist in Its Delivery During Childbirth - Favored by Male Midwives
Designed by Andre Levret of the Royal Society of Surgeons of Paris
C. 1751 - 1800
(Wellcome Library)
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English Smellie - Type Obstetrical Forceps Wrapped in Leather
Designed by English Surgeon William Smellie - Described in 1751 & FFavored by Male Midwives
c. 1760
(Science Museum, Blythe House)




English Smellie - Type Obstetrical Forceps Wrapped in Leather
Designed by English Surgeon William Smellie - Described in 1751 & FFavored by Male Midwives
c. 1760
(Science Museum, Blythe House)




English Smellie - Type Obstetrical Forceps Wrapped in Leather
Designed by English Surgeon William Smellie - Described in 1751 & FFavored by Male Midwives
C. 1740 - 1760
(Wellcome Library)




“A Sett of Anatomical Tables with Explanations and an Abridgement of the Practice of Midwifery”
by William Smellie MD, 1754
(Private Collection)



“ATREATISE ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY'.”
by William Smellie M D, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, .oneon 1779
(Wunderkammer)



2. Planche dela Juite .
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Obstetrical Forceps
“ Observations Sur Les Causes et les Accidens de Plusieurs Accouchemens [Laborieux” by From André Levret's 1750

(U.S. National Library of Medicine)







Birth Stool from “Operationes Chirurgicac Novum LLumen Exhibentes Obstetricantibu”
by Hendrik van Deventer 1701
(Wunderkammer)



English Folding Birthing / Parturition Chair
C. 1601 - 1700
(Science Museum)



European Folding Birthing / Parturition Chair
C. 1601 - 1700
(Science Museum)



European Folding Birthing / Parturition Chair Made of Walnut
[ate 17th to Early 18th Century
(Wellcome Library)
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German Folding Birthing / Parturition Chair
C. 1601 - 1700
(Science Museum)




Folding Birthing / Parturition Chair Chair
18th to Early 1igth Century
(Wellcome Library)






Warning

Please be aware that some viewers may find the following ‘images
disturbing.  They are presented here for educational purposes only.
Viewer discretion is-advised.

Often employed by male midwifes or physicians, these instruments give
proof that life in the 18th Century could be very difficult-at times.

Sadly, due to the complications that can be associated with pregnancy or
the miracle of childbirth, many unborn infants did not survive during this
period of study. Many mothers were lost as well.

While often used to retrieve an expired fetus from the womb, it is
apparent that these instruments could also be used to abort a pregnancy.



Forceps Used in Childbirth or in Retrieving a Deceased Fetus
by Denis Diderot, The Encyclopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert 1751
(Private Collection



Levret's Head Extractor
Used to Remove the Decapitated Head of a Dead Fetus
(Grantham Collection)




Destructive Scissors & Crotchets for Retrieving a Deceased Fetus
“A Sett of Anatomical Tables” by William Smellie 1754
(U.S. National Library of Medicine)



Smellie’s Double Crochet
Used to Grab and Extract the Dead Fetus
(Grantham Collection)




Instruments for Removing a Deceased FFetus
(I.) A United Crochet & Blunt Hook
)M) A Perforator for Opening the Fetal Cranium for Access
(R) A Fillet or L.ack Made of Whalebone
18th Century
(Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow)



Instrument for Extracting an Unborn Fetus:
Anchored into a Perforated Skull, It Allowed the Fetus to be Drawn from the Womb
18th Century
(Accoucheur’s Antiques)




Tire-Tete De Levret for Extracting an Unborn Fetus:
Anchored into a Perforated Skull, It Allowed the Fetus to be Drawn from the Womb

C. 1740 - 1749
(Accoucheur’s Antiques)




Tire-Tete de Mauriceau for Extracting an Unborn Fetus:
Pierced into the Decapitated or Intact Fetal Skull for Extraction
18th Century
(Accoucheur’s Antiques)
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"The material contained within these slideshows is presented for educational purposes only. The
18th Century Material Culture Resource Center does not personally own any of the items
depicted herein and is indebted to the countless museums, libraries, and private collectors who
willingly share their collections with the public through the internet.  Every attempt has been

made to credit these organizations and individuals for their contributions as best as possible.

If there is a question you have regarding a particular item featured within a presentation, please
contact the 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center and we will try to answer your
inquiry as best as possible. If for any reason you feel there is any item that should not be
presented here, or if there is an error in any listing, or if you know the source for any item whose
credit is unknown, please inform us and we will make sure your concern is addressed as soon as
possible.

"Thank you!

- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center




