
18th Century Material Culture 
Maternity & Childbirth



Pregnancy



“The TEEMING  LADY”
by Gerhard Brockman, After Paul Rubens   c. 1701 - 1773

(The British Museum)



“The Affiliation”: A Courtroom Scene Involving a Pregnant Woman, a Man, and His Angry Wife
by John Collet, After William Hogarth

(Victoria & Albert)



“The Affiliation”: A Courtroom Scene Involving a Pregnant Woman, a Man, and His Angry Wife
by by Thomas Cook after William Hogarth

(Wellcome Library)



“SIX - PENCE A DAY.”
by William Humphrey   1775

(The British Museum)



“You’ve Crack’d my PIPKIN Sir said she so MARRY me & Mend it”
by Francis Edward Adams    1773

(The British Museum)



“You’ve Crack’d my PIPKIN Sir said she so MARRY me & Mend it”
by Francis Edward Adams    1773

(The British Museum)



“The MISERIES of a SINGLE  LIFE.”
by Carington Bowles   1774

(The British Museum)



“The MISERIES of a SINGLE  LIFE.”
by Carington Bowles   1774

(The British Museum)



“THE  UNWILLING  BRIDEGROOM, OR  FORC’D  MEAT  WILL  NEVER  DIGEST.”
by William Humphrey   1778

(The British Museum)



“THE  UNWILLING  BRIDEGROOM, OR  FORC’D  MEAT  WILL  NEVER  DIGEST.”
by William Humphrey   1778

(The British Museum)



“THE  RECRUITING  SERJEANT, or, BROWN  BESS  SOONER  THAN  BIGG  BELLY’D  BETTY”
by Samuel Colllins    1786
(Lewis Walpole Museum)



“THE  RECRUITING  SERJEANT, or, BROWN  BESS  SOONER  THAN  BIGG  BELLY’D  BETTY”
by Samuel Colllins    1786
(Lewis Walpole Museum)



Maternity 
Clothing



English Linen & Quilted Cotton Maternity Ensemble
c. 1780 - 1790

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



English Linen & Quilted Cotton Maternity Jacket
c. 1780 - 1790

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



English Linen & Quilted Maternity Under Waistcoat
c. 1780 - 1790

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



English Linen & Quilted Cotton Petticoat
c. 1780 - 1790

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



English Linen & Quilted Cotton Maternity Ensemble
c. 1780 - 1790

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



English Linen & Quilted Cotton Maternity Ensemble
c. 1780 - 1790

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



English or European Chintz Maternity Jacket
c. 1750 - 1790

(MoMu Fashion Museum, Belgium)



Detail of a Corset for Pregnant Women “Laced by the two sides at A”
Plate XXIV: Encyclopedia of Denis Diderot (1751-1777)



French PREGNANCY or NURSING Corset with Side Lacings (Front)
c. 1750 - 1760

(Joconde Musées de France)



French PREGNANCY or NURSING Corset with Side Lacings (Back)
c. 1750 - 1760

(Joconde Musées de France)



French PREGNANCY or NURSING Corset with Side Lacings (Front)
c. 1750 - 1775

(Joconde Musées de France)



French PREGNANCY or NURSING Corset with Side Lacings (Back)
c. 1750 - 1775

(Joconde Musées de France)



French PREGNANCY or NURSING Corset with Side Lacings
c. 1750

(Musée du Costume de Château-Chinon)



Our Friend, Victoria Leigh Rebal Brenckle, Ten Days Prior to Her Due Date, Wearing the Dress of a Common New Englander
Recreation of Captain David Brown’s Minute Company, Concord Massachusetts, April 19th, 1775

(Photographs Courtesy Victoria Leigh Rebal Brenckle)



Midwifery
&

Childbirth



Centerpiece of  “Compleat Midwife’s Practice”  Featuring Madam Lovys Bourgeous, Midwife to the Queen of France
by Thomas Chamberlayne   1656

(Folger Shakespeare Library, Washington, D.C.)



“Hannah Thomlinson” - The “York Midwife”
by George Lumlley   c. 1703 - 1737

(The British Museum)



Plate from “Die Chur-Brandenburgische Hoff-Wehe-Mutter” 
by Justine Siegemundin, Berlin   1690

(Wunderkammer)



Plate from “Die Chur-Brandenburgische Hoff-Wehe-Mutter”
by Justine Siegemundin, Berlin   1690

(Wunderkammer)



Plate from “Die Chur-Brandenburgische Hoff-Wehe-Mutter”
by Justine Siegemundin, Berlin   1690

(Wunderkammer)



Juedisches Ceremoniel 
by J. G. Puschner, Germany   1716

(Private Collection)



“THE  ART  OF  MIDWIFERY  IMPROV’D...”
London   1716

(New York American Center for History)



“THE  ART  OF  MIDWIFERY  IMPROV’D...”
London   1716

(New York American Center for History)



“THE  ART  OF  MIDWIFERY  IMPROV’D...”
London   1716

(New York American Center for History)



“THE  FEMALE  PHYSICIAN... The Whole ART of New improv’d MIDWIFERY”
by John Maubray, M.D.   1724

(Archive.com)



“A Complete Practice of  MIDWIFERY...”
by Sarah Stone of Picadeilly   1738

(Wellcome Library)



“ARISTOTLE’S Compleat and Experienc’d MIDWIFE: In Two Parts”
 1738

(Princeton University)



“A  COLLECTION  OF  CASES  AND  OBSERVATIONS  IN  MIDWIFERY.”  Volume II
by William Smellie M.D.   1754

(Wellcome Library)



William Smellie M.D.
c. 1740

(Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh)



Dutch Childbirth Scene with Midwife 
by Cornelis Troost     1748

(Rijksmuseum)



“The Midwife OR  THE  OLD  WOMAN’S  MAGAZINE...”
Produced by Christopher Smart  1750

(Private Collection)



“A TREATISE  ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY.”
by William Smellie MD,   1752

(Private Collection)



Dutch Childbirth Scene with Midwife
by Pieter Tanjé, After Cornelis Troost   1757

(Rijksmuseum)



“A TREATISE  ON THE ART of MIDWIFERY.,,”
by Mrs. Elizabeth Nihell “Professed Midwife”   1760

(Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow)



“THE  MIDWIFE’S  POCKET  COMPANION:...”
by John Memis, D.M.   1765

(Wellcome Library)



“Abrégé de l'art des Accouchements”
by Midwife Angélique Marguerite Le Boursier du Coudray Teacher & Midwife to King Louis XV

Published by Bouchard   1773
(Hardin Library for the Health Sciences)



“Abrégé de l'art des Accouchements”
by Midwife Angélique Marguerite Le Boursier du Coudray Teacher & Midwife to King Louis XV

Published by Bouchard   1773
(Hardin Library for the Health Sciences)



“Abrégé de l'art des Accouchements”
by Midwife Angélique Marguerite Le Boursier du Coudray Teacher & Midwife to King Louis XV

Published by Bouchard   1773
(Hardin Library for the Health Sciences)



“Abrégé de l'art des Accouchements”
by Midwife Angélique Marguerite Le Boursier du Coudray Teacher & Midwife to King Louis XV

Published by Bouchard   1773
(Hardin Library for the Health Sciences)



“Abrégé de l'art des Accouchements”
by Midwife Angélique Marguerite Le Boursier du Coudray Teacher & Midwife to King Louis XV

Published by Bouchard   1773
(Hardin Library for the Health Sciences)



“THE  VILLAGE  DOCTOR.”  /  "Probe Surgeo[n and] Man Midwife"
by Thomas Rowlandson, Published by Hannah Humphrey   1774

(The British Museum)



“A TREATISE  ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY.”
by William Smellie MD, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, Loneon   1779

(Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow)



“A TREATISE  ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY.”
by William Smellie MD, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, Loneon   1779

(Wunderkammer)



“A TREATISE  ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY.”
by William Smellie MD, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, Loneon   1779

(Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow)



“A TREATISE  ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY.”
by William Smellie MD, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, Loneon   1779

(Wunderkammer)



“A TREATISE  ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY.”
by William Smellie MD, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, Loneon   1779

(Wunderkammer)



“A TREATISE  ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY.”
by William Smellie MD, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, Loneon   1779

(Wunderkammer)



“A TREATISE  ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY.”
by William Smellie MD, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, Loneon   1779

(Wunderkammer)



“A TREATISE  ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY.”
by William Smellie MD, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, Loneon   1779

(Wunderkammer)



English Trade Card
1780

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card
1787

(The British Museum)



“The Machine” - A Teaching Apparatus for Midwifery
Used by Midwife Angélique Marguerite Le Boursier du Coudra, Teacher & Midwife to King Louis XV

(Dittrick Medical History Center, Cleveland, Ohio)



“The Machine” - A Teaching Apparatus for Midwifery
Used by Midwife Angélique Marguerite Le Boursier du Coudra, Teacher & Midwife to King Louis XV

(Dittrick Medical History Center, Cleveland, Ohio)



“The Machine” - A Teaching Apparatus for Midwifery
Used by Midwife Angélique Marguerite Le Boursier du Coudra, Teacher & Midwife to King Louis XV

(Dittrick Medical History Center, Cleveland, Ohio)



“The Machine” - A Teaching Apparatus for Midwifery
Used by Midwife Angélique Marguerite Le Boursier du Coudra, Teacher & Midwife to King Louis XV

(Dittrick Medical History Center, Cleveland, Ohio)



 A Teaching Apparatus for Midwifery
Used by Angélique Marguerite Le Boursier du Coudra, Teaching Midwife & Midwife to King Louis XV

(Musée Gustave Flaubert, Rouen)



A Page from Maine Midwife, Martha Ballard’s, Diary
(Maine State Library)



“Cunicularii or the Wife men of Godliman in Consultation”
18th Century

(Wellcome Library)



“A man - wid - Wife”
by Isaac Cruikshank   1793

(The British Museum)



Obstetric 
Forceps



French Steel Levett - Type Obstetrical Forceps 
Used to Grasp the Head of a Fetus To Assist in Its Delivery During Childbirth - Favored by Male Midwives

Designed by Andre Levret of the Royal Society of Surgeons of Paris
c. 1751 - 1800

(Science Museum, Blythe House)



French Steel Levett - Type Obstetrical Forceps 
Used to Grasp the Head of a Fetus To Assist in Its Delivery During Childbirth - Favored by Male Midwives

Designed by Andre Levret of the Royal Society of Surgeons of Paris
c. 1751 - 1800

(Wellcome Library)



French Steel Levett - Type Obstetrical Forceps 
Used to Grasp the Head of a Fetus To Assist in Its Delivery During Childbirth - Favored by Male Midwives

Designed by Andre Levret of the Royal Society of Surgeons of Paris
c. 1751 - 1800

(Wellcome Library)



English Smellie - Type Obstetrical Forceps Wrapped in Leather
Designed by English Surgeon William Smellie - Described in 1751 & Favored by Male Midwives

c. 1760
(Science Museum, Blythe House)



English Smellie - Type Obstetrical Forceps Wrapped in Leather
Designed by English Surgeon William Smellie - Described in 1751 & Favored by Male Midwives

c. 1760
(Science Museum, Blythe House)



English Smellie - Type Obstetrical Forceps Wrapped in Leather
Designed by English Surgeon William Smellie - Described in 1751 & Favored by Male Midwives

c. 1740 - 1760
(Wellcome Library)



“A Sett of Anatomical Tables with Explanations and an Abridgement of the Practice of Midwifery”
by William Smellie MD,   1754

(Private Collection)



“A TREATISE  ON THE Theory and Practice of MIDWIFERY.”
by William Smellie MD, Drawings by Jan van Rymsdyck, Loneon   1779

(Wunderkammer)



Obstetrical Forceps
“ Observations Sur Les Causes et les Accidens de Plusieurs Accouchemens Laborieux”  by From André Levret's   1750

(U.S. National Library of Medicine)



Birthing 
Chairs



Birth Stool from “Operationes Chirurgicae Novum Lumen Exhibentes Obstetricantibu”
by Hendrik van Deventer    1701

(Wunderkammer)



English Folding Birthing / Parturition Chair
c. 1601 - 1700

(Science Museum)



European Folding Birthing / Parturition Chair
c. 1601 - 1700

(Science Museum)



European Folding Birthing / Parturition Chair Made of Walnut
Late 17th to Early 18th Century

(Wellcome Library)



German Folding Birthing / Parturition Chair
c. 1601 - 1700

(Science Museum)



Folding Birthing / Parturition Chair Chair
18th to Early 19th Century

(Wellcome Library)



Retrieving
A Dead Fetus



Warning

Please be aware that some viewers may find the following images 
disturbing.  They are presented here for educational purposes only.  
Viewer discretion is advised. 

Often employed by male midwifes or physicians, these instruments give 
proof that life in the 18th Century could be very difficult at times.  

Sadly, due to the complications that can be associated with pregnancy or 
the miracle of childbirth, many unborn infants did not survive during this 
period of study.  Many mothers were lost as well.

While often used to retrieve an expired fetus from the womb, it is 
apparent that these instruments could also be used to abort a pregnancy.



Forceps Used in Childbirth or in Retrieving a Deceased Fetus
by Denis Diderot, The Encyclopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert   1751

(Private Collection



Levret’s Head Extractor
Used to Remove the Decapitated Head of a Dead Fetus

(Grantham Collection)



Destructive Scissors & Crotchets for Retrieving a Deceased Fetus
“A Sett of Anatomical Tables”  by William Smellie   1754

(U.S. National Library of Medicine)



Smellie’s Double Crochet
Used to Grab and Extract the Dead Fetus

(Grantham Collection)



Instruments for Removing a Deceased Fetus
(L)  A United Crochet & Blunt Hook

)M)  A Perforator for Opening the Fetal Cranium for Access
(R)  A Fillet or Lack Made of Whalebone

18th Century
(Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow)



Instrument for Extracting an Unborn Fetus:
Anchored into a Perforated Skull, It Allowed the Fetus to be Drawn from the Womb

18th Century
(Accoucheur’s Antiques)



Tire-Tete De Levret for Extracting an Unborn Fetus:
Anchored into a Perforated Skull, It Allowed the Fetus to be Drawn from the Womb 

c. 1740 - 1749
(Accoucheur’s Antiques)



Tire-Tete de Mauriceau for Extracting an Unborn Fetus:
Pierced into the Decapitated or Intact Fetal Skull for Extraction

18th Century
(Accoucheur’s Antiques)



Unknown French Illustration
From a 1780 Newspaper - D’Angers

(Accueil)
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