
18th Century Material Culture  
Household Cleaning



“BETTY the COOK  MAIDS  HEAD  DRESS” 
by William Humphrey   1776 

(The British Museum)



Brush Makers



Advertisement Philadelphia Gazette 
6 December 1764 

(Newspapers.com)



Advertisement Philadelphia Gazette 
6 December 1764 

(Newspapers.com)



“Moll Handy”



“Moll Handy with a Letter of Recommendation to a Service” 
London c. 1740 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“Moll Handy with a Letter of Recommendation to a Service” 
London c. 1740 

(The British Museum)



Hand 
Brushes



“Pikes Stair Brush” 
“Moll Handy with a Letter of Recommendation to a Service” 

London c. 1740 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



Brush Excavated from the Wreck of the Boscawen; sunk in Lake Champlain in the Late 1760s 
(Crisman, Kevin J.; "The Fort Ticonderoga King's Shipyard Excavation: The Artifacts”)



Brush Detail: "London Cries: Shoe Cleaner" 
by Paul Sandby   c. 1758  

(Yale Center for British Art)



Brush Detail: "Industry and Idleness", Plate III 
by William Hogarth   1747 

(Princeton University Library)



Brush from Wetherburn's Tavern, Williamsburg, Virginia.  
("Wetherburn's Tavern Archaeological Report, Block 9 Lot 20 & 21" Audrey Noel Hume. 1968.)



“Boxkampf in London” 
by Andreas Moller  c. 1737 

(Museum Kassel)



“Boxkampf in London” 
by Andreas Moller  c. 1737 

(Museum Kassel)



Handled 
Hand Brushes



Artifacts Found at George Washington’s Ferry Farm Including a Bone Brush, Possibly for Hair 
c. 1740 = 1780 

(George Washington’s Ferry Farm & Historic Kenmore)



“Trencher Brush” 
“Moll Handy with a Letter of Recommendation to a Service” 

London c. 1740 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



Unknown 
“Moll Handy with a Letter of Recommendation to a Service” 

London c. 1740 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



Detail: “THE  ENTER{RIZING  CHIMNEY  SWEEPER” 
by W. Humphrey   1772 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Straw  
Brushes



Straw Scrub Brush Wrapped with Velvet 
c. 1770 - 1780 
(Winterthur)



American Hand Brush with Carved Face 
18th Century 

(Skinner)



Sweeping 
Brooms



The Parable of the Prodigal Son 
by Crispijn de Passe the Elder after Maarten de Vos   c. 1600 

(The British Museum)



The Parable of the Prodigal Son 
by Crispijn de Passe the Elder after Maarten de Vos   c. 1600 

(The British Museum)



The Life of the Infant 
by Hieronymus Wierix  (Netherlands)   c. 1619 or Before 

(The British Museum)



Two Dutch Men and a Woman 
by Adriaen van de Venne   c. 1620 - 1626 

(The British Museum)



Woman with Broom Dummy Board 
c. 1630 - 1650 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



“Lullingstone Sweeper” Dummy Boar 
17th Century 

(Mr. & Mrs. Hart Dyke)



Dutch Broom Makers 
1635 

(The British Museum)



A Dutch Soldier and Woman Converse 
by Jan van Somer   c. 1670 - 1680 

(The British Museum)



“la Cruise de balets.” 
by Jean Baptist Bonnart   c. 1674 

(LACMA)



Variae Quadrupedum Species 
by Jan Griffier, Published by Pierce Tempest, after Francis Barlow   c. 1684 - 1695 

(The British Museum)



A Dutch Woman Sweeping 
by the Circle of Cornelis Bega   Late 17th Century 

(The British Museum)



Girl with a Broom Dummy Board 
Early 18th Century 

(Castle Howard, Yorks - United Kingdom)



Dummy Board of a Young Girl with Broom 
18th Century 
(Bonhams)



Book Plate 
by William Hogarth   1724 

(The British Museum)



A German or Dutch Servant Girl 
after Bernard Picart   1728 

(The British Museum)



A German or Dutch Servant Girl 
after Bernard Picart   1728 

(The British Museum)



Saffron Walden Sweeping Maid Dummy Board 
c. 1730



Broom Peddler 
by Anne Claude Philippe de Tubières, Comte de Caylus after Edme Bouchardon   1737 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



“LA BELLE VILLAGEOISE” 
by Pierre, Soubeyran, Published by Gabriel Huquier, after Francois Boucher    1738 

(The British Museum)



Rotterdam Girl with a Broom Dummy Board 
c. 1740 

(Private Collection)



A Man of Edinburgh Sweeping 
by Paul Sandby   c. 1745 after the Rebellion 

(The British Museum)



A Man Sweeping 
by Paul Sandby   c. 1745 - 1790 

(The British Museum)



The French Casconades Defeated  
by Thomas Bakewell   c. 1743 

(The British Museum)



The French Casconades Defeated  
by Thomas Bakewell   c. 1743 

(The British Museum)



A French Peasant Woman & Child 
by Jean Georges Wille   c. 1750 

(The British Museum)



A Dutch Rustic Interior Scene 
after Egbert van Heemskerck   c. 1750 - 1799 

(The British Museum)



“ELIZABETH  CANNING At the House of Mother Wells at Enfield Wash”   
by W. Herbert   1753 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“ELIZABETH  CANNING At the House of Mother Wells at Enfield Wash”   
by W. Herbert   1753 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



The Drunkard 
by Thomas Rowlandson   c. 1757 - Late 18th Century 

(The British Museum)



Poor Boy Showing His Navel 
by Daniel Nikolaus Chodowiecki   1758 

(National Gallery of Art)



“The procession at the Jubilee at Stratford upon Avon” 
London   1769 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The procession at the Jubilee at Stratford upon Avon” 
London   1769 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The Excursion to Cain Wood.” 
1771 

(The British Museum)



“A View of the Deluge of Scotch Paper Currency for English Gold.” 
1772 

(The British Museum)



Fable of the Mother 
by Thomas Bewick   c. 1773 - 1779 

(The British Museum)



“OLD  HAMAN the NORTHAMPTON -  LAMP - LIGHTER  DRAWN from LIFE 1774” 
by T. Edwards   1774 

(The British Museum)



“A Girl Buying a Ballad” 
by Henry Walton  c. 1778 

(Tate)



“The AIR  BALLOON or a TRIP to the MOON” 
by William Humphrey   1783 

(The British Museum)



“Thomas Frazer Dancing for a Glass of Whiskey, & M. McAlister” 
by John Kay   1784 

(The British Museum)



The Housemaid 
by Thomas Gainsborough   1786 

(The Athenaeum)



“RECRUIT  DESERTED” 
after George Morland   c. 1790 

(The British Museum)



“RECRUIT  DESERTED” 
after George Morland   c. 1790 

(The British Museum)



Native American Made Broom 
Late 18th - Early 19th Century 

(General Artemas Ward Museum - Harvard University Library)



Push 
Brooms



Woman Sweeping 
by Edme Bouchardon   c. 1730 

(The British Museum)



“Thrum Mop” and “Scrubbing Brush” 
“Moll Handy with a Letter of Recommendation to a Service” 

London c. 1740 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



Unknown 
“Moll Handy with a Letter of Recommendation to a Service” 

London c. 1740 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



Matthew Skeggs in the Character of Seignor Bumbasto 
by Richard Houston after Thomas King   c. 1736 - 1775 

(The British Museum)



Fable of the Spider & the Silkworm 
by Thomas Bewick   c. 1776 - 1784 

(The British Museum)



“TIMOTHY  LUSTERING the SPOUTER waked out of his REVERIE” 
by Francis Adams   1772 

(Christie’s)



“The UNFORTUNATE  DISCOVERY.” 
by Carington Bowles after John Collet   1778 

(The British Museum)



“Retaliation or State of Nations” 
by Hannah Humphrey   1782 

(The British Museum)



“THE  DOG” 
by Harrison & Co. after Samuel Collings   1784 

(The British Museum)



“MARS  AND  VENUS, or Sir Cecil Chastised” 
by William Wells, London   1784 

(The British Museum)



“MARS  AND  VENUS, or Sir Cecil Chastised” 
by Samuel Collings, London   1784 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Book Plate 
by Francis Grose   1788 
(The British Museum)



Mops



“A City Shower” 
by Edward Penny   1764 

(Museum of London)



“A City Shower” 
by Edward Penny   1764 

(Museum of London)



“PIETY in PATTENS or TIMBERTOE on TIPTOE” 
by M. Darley   1773 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“PIETY in PATTENS or TIMBERTOE on TIPTOE” 
by M. Darley   1773 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“P:UMPERS for Sr. JUDAS, or the CHEALSEA  PENSIONERS Revenge” 
by Isaac Cruikshank   1784 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



Detail: “HIGH  LIFE  BELOW  STAIRS” 
by John Collett   1772 

(Lewis Walpole Library)
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Thank you! 

- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center 


