
18th Century Material Culture  
Alcohol & Drinking



English Ivory, Lead, & Lignum Vitae Hydrometer to Measure the Density & Alcohol Content of Liquids for Taxation Purposes 
Late 18th Century 

(National Museums of Scotland)



Cider



“POMONA  OR  AN  APPENDIX  CONCERNING  FRUIT  TREES  In relation to CIDER” 
London 1664 

(Private Collection)



“Vinctum Britannicum: OR  A  TREATISE of CIDER…” 
by John Worlidge   1678 

(Winterthur)



“Vinctum Britannicum: OR  A  TREATISE of CIDER…” 
by John Worlidge   1678 

(Winterthur)



“CYDER.  A  POEM. in Two Books” 
by John Phillips   1708 

(Pazzo Books)



“Extract of a Letter from the Reverend Henry Miles, D.D. & F.R.S.  
to the President, Relating to Some Improvements Which May be Made in Cyder and Perry” 

by Henry Miles   1745



“THE  COMPLEAT  CYDERMAN:  OR, THE PRACTICAL PRACTICE OF  RAISING  PLANTATIONS…”  
by William Ellis   1754 

(Public Domain)



“The Great Cyder Press” 
From “The Gentleman’s Magazine”   1749 

(pastpages.co.uk)

http://pastpages.co.uk


“OEconomic Rustique.” - French Cider Press 
by Denis Diderot   1751 

(Southeran’s)



“OEconomic Rustique.” - French Cider Press 
by Denis Diderot   1751 

(Southeran’s)



“OEconomic Rustique.” - French Cider Press 
by Denis Diderot   1762 

(University of Michigan)



French Cider Press 
1749 

(Amazon)



Dutch Cider Press 
1770 

(Amazon)



 “Cidre, Pressoir a Cidre” 
Panckoucke   1782 

(Amazon)



 “Cidre, Pressoir a Cidre” 
Panckoucke   1782 

(Amazon)



English Silver Neck Label 
c. 1780 

(Blackwood Antiques)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware / Creamware Mug from Staffordshire 
c. 1765 - 1780 

(Skinner)



Spirits



English Trade Card for “George Browne - Distiller and Tobacconist” 
18th Century 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



English Trade Card for “John Jones - Distiller” 
18th Century 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



English Trade Card for “CHARLES  BEDELL - Distiller” 
18th Century 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The  GIN  SHOP  DISPLAYED” 
by Carington Bowles   c. 1764 - 1784 

(The British Museum)



An English Satire on Gin Drinking 
London 1766 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“Distillateur”- French Distillery 
by Denis Diderot   1751 

(Southeran’s)



“444 OXFORD  STREET” 
c. 1750 - 1775 

(The British Museum)



“To the Mortal Memory of Madam Geneva, who died Sepr: 29. 1736” 
by Jerome van der Mijn   1736 

(The British Museum)



“Thomas Frazer Dancing for a Glass of Whiskey. & M. McAlister” 
by John Kay   1784 

(The British Museum)



“A  LESSON  WESTWARD - Or a MORNING  VISIT to BETSY  COLE” 
by Carington Bowles, After Robert Dighton   1782 

(The British Museum)



“A  LESSON  WESTWARD - Or a MORNING  VISIT to BETSY  COLE” 
by Carington Bowles, After Robert Dighton   1782 

(The British Museum)



Advertisement: Essex Journal  
Published in Newburyport, Massachusetts on Friday, July 23rd, 1784 

(Public Domain - Courtesy Alex Caine)



The Art of 
Drinking



“Kitchen - Lad, Called “Jack” with the Dudmaston Ale Glass” 
by George Alsop   c. 1719 

(National Trust, Dudmaston)



“The Wolryche Fool, with the Dudeston Ale Glass”  (The Wolryche Hunt Servant) 
by George Alsop   c. 1719 

(National Trust, Dudmaston)



“Allegory of Fortune” 
by Balthazar Nebot, Spanish, Active in Britain from 1729   c. 1730 

(Yale Center for British Art)



“Allegory of Fortune” 
by Balthazar Nebot, Spanish, Active in Britain from 1729   c. 1730 

(Yale Center for British Art)



A Couple Drinking 
by Macellus Laroon II   c. 1680 - 1700 

(The British Museum)



“de Smaak Le Goust” 
Dutch, Published in London   c. 1684 - 1724 

(The British Museum)



“The true Effigies of Richard Dickinson 
1725 

(The British Museum)



Middle Class Drinking 
by Jan Josef Horemans II   Early 18th Century 

(Public Domain)



A Club of Gentlemen 
by Joseph Highmore   c. 1730 
(Yale Center for British Art)



“The Brothers Clarke with Other Gentlemen Taking Wine” 
by Gaewn Hamilton   c. 1730 - 1735 

(Yale Center for British Art)



“A Bacchanalian Piece, Sir Thomas Samwell and His Friends” 
by Philippe Mercier   c. 1733 

(Private Collection)



“A Dinner Conversation” 
by Marcellus Larson the Younger   c. 1735 - 1740 

(Yale Center for British Art)



“A Midnight Modern Conversation” 
by William Hogarth   1732 

(Yale Center for British Art)



Detail: “A Midnight Modern Conversation” 
by William Hogarth   1732 

(Yale Center for British Art)



Detail: “A Midnight Modern Conversation” 
by William Hogarth   1732 

(Yale Center for British Art)



“A Midnight Modern Conversation” 
by Paulson, After William Hogarth   1732 

(C & J Goodfriend)



English Tin Glazed Earthenware Punchbowl: “A Midnight Modern Conversation” 
After William Hogarth   c. 1750 - 1770 

(Winterthur)



“A Midnight Modern Conversation” 
After William Hogarth   c. 1750 - 1770 

(Leicester Arts and Museums Service)



“A Midnight Modern Conversation” 
After William Hogarth   c. 1750 - 1770 

(Bonham’s)



“A Midnight Modern Conversation” 
by an Unknown German Artist, After William Hogarth   Late 18th Century 

(Art Museums of Estonia - Mikkel Museum)



“A Merry Party” 
by Jan Jozef Hormans the Younger, After William Hogarth 

(Public Domain)



“An Election Entertainment” 
by William Hogarth   c. 1755 

(Sir John Soane’s Museum, London)



Detail:  “An Election Entertainment” 
by William Hogarth   c. 1755 

(Sir John Soane’s Museum, London)



“Luncheon Party in the Park” 
by Nicolas Lancret    1735 

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



Benjamin Bradley 
by John Faber the Younger, After Arthur Pond   1737 

(The British Museum)



“DAMON  &  SYLVIA  LISIMOND and CHLORIS” 
by John Faber, After Philippe Mercier   c. 1753 - 1764 

(Winterthur)



“A  POOR  MAN  LOADED with MISCHIEF For Matrimony” 
“drawn by Experience, engraved by Sorrow”  London   1752 

(Private Collection)



“A  POOR  MAN  LOADED with MISCHIEF For Matrimony” 
“drawn by Experience, engraved by Sorrow”  London   1752 

(Private Collection)



“A  PUNCH  PARTY” 
by Thomas Patch at Dunham Massey   1760 

(National Trust)



A Girl with Bottle & Glass 
by Philippe Mercier   c. 1760 

(National Trust)



A Caricature Group 
by John Hamilton Mortimer   c. 10Ish 768 

(Yale Center for British Art)



A Caricature Group Detail 
by John Hamilton Mortimer   c. 10Ish 768 

(Yale Center for British Art)



“Tis the Juniper Berry that makes the Heart merry” 
by Carington Bowles   1770 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“LOVE  AND  WINE” 
by Robert Sayer   1770 
(The British Library)



“Peter Manigault and His Friends” 
by George Roupell, Charlestown, South Carolina   c. 1760 - 1776 

(Winterthur)



“The Wrapping Landlady” 
by Francis Hayman 
(Victoria & Albert)



“The happy Clubb, Anen Song.” 
by B. Cole   Mid 18th Century 

(Public Domain)



“The greed for Liquor” 
by John Heywood, Re - Strike of Timothy Bobbin’s “Human Passions Deliniated”   1773 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



A European Seller of Wine 
c. 1770 

(Public Domain)



A Drinker of Red Wine 
by Franz Laktanz Graf van Firmian   Mid 18th Century 

(Salzburg Museum)



“THE  DUTCH  PHILOSOPHERS” 
c. 1770 - 1790 

(The British Museum)



“SR.  EPICURE  GUZZLE  ENJOYING his BOTTLE after DINNER” 
by William Humphrey   1773 

(The British Museum)



“SR.  EPICURE  GUZZLE  ENJOYING his BOTTLE after DINNER” 
by William Humphrey   1773 

(The British Museum)



“THE  REFUSAL” 
by Robert Sayer   1774 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“WOLVES  IN  SHEE{S  CLOATHING” 
by William Humphrey   1777 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The CABINET  MAKER enjoying his tippling time” 
by Elias Martin, After Johan Fredrik Martin (London)   1778 

(The British Museum)



"ONE MORE GLASS AND THEN" 
English   18th Century 
(Northeast Auctions)



“A  GOOD  STORY” 
by Robert Sayer   c. 1780 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



“A  LONG  STORY” 
by Henry William Bunbury   c. 1782 

(The British Museum)



“IN  PLACE” 
After Robert Dighton   1782 

(Ex Collection, The Honorable Christopher Lennox - Boyd)



Dutch Drinkers 
by David Deuchar   c. 1782 - 1803 

(The British Museum)



A Book Illustration from “Tom Jones” 
by M. Rookerdel. / J. Collier   1783 

(The British Museum)



English Lead Glaze Earthenware Figure from Staffordshire 
c. 1750 - 1770 

(Victoria & Albert)



The English 
“Society of Bucks” 

1732 - 1802



“A New Buck’s Song” 
by Robert Sayer, London   1756 

(Winterthur)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Mug from Staffordshire for the “New Buck’s Society” 
c. 1757 - 1770 
(Winterthur)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Mug from Staffordshire for the “New Buck’s Society” 
c. 1757 - 1770 
(Winterthur)



Chinese Export Porcelain Punch Bowl for the “New Buck’s Society” 
c. 1757 - 1770 
(Winterthur)



Drunkards



“The DRUNKARD’S  ARMS” 
by Carington Bowles   1785 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The Drunkard’s Coat of Arms” 
Mid 18th Century 
(Public Domain)



“The VICAR and MOSES” 
by Bowles & Carver   c. 1785 

(The British Museum)
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- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center 


