
18th Century Material Culture 
Tea Kettles



Cast Iron
Tea Kettles



American Cast Iron Tea Kettle from New England or New York City
c. 1760 - 1790
(Winterthur)



American 3 Legged Cast  Iron Tea Kettle with Gooseneck Spout 
 18th Century

(Private Collection)



American 3 Legged Cast  Iron Tea Kettle with Gooseneck Spout 
 18th Century

(Private Collection)



American 3 Legged Cast  Iron Tea Kettle with Gooseneck Spout 
 18th Century

(Private Collection)



American 3 Legged Cast  Iron Tea Kettle with Gooseneck Spout 
 18th Century

(Private Collection)



American 3 Legged Cast  Iron Tea Kettle with Gooseneck Spout 
 18th - 19th Century
(Private Collection)



American 3 Legged Cast  Iron Tea Kettle with Gooseneck Spout 
 18th - 19th Century



Cast  Iron  Tea  Kettle
18th Century

(Private Collection)



Cast  Iron  Tea  Kettle
18th Century

(Private Collection)



Cast  Iron  Tea  Kettle
18th Century

(Private Collection)



“The Picnic”
by George Howland Beaumont (British 1753 - 1827)   Late 18th Century

(Yale Center for British Art - Paul Mellon Collection)



Brass
Tea Kettles



English Brass Tea Kettle
c. 1700 - 1800
(Winterthur)



English Brass Tea Kettle
c. 1700 - 1800

(Private Collection)



English Brass Tea Kettle
c. 1730 - 1750
(Winterthur)



English Brass Tea Kettle
c. 1750 - 1800
(Winterthur)



Dutch Brass Tea Kettle
c. 1700 - 1725
(Winterthur)



European Brass Tea Kettle
c. 1725 - 1750
(Winterthur)



German or Swedish Brass Tea Kettle
c. 1720 - 1760
(Winterthur)



Copper
Tea Kettles



The Profligate Punished by Neglect
by Edward Penny  1774

(Yale Center for British Art)



The Profligate Punished by Neglect
by Edward Penny  1774

(Yale Center for British Art)



(The Profigate Punished)
by Sayer & Bennet after Edward. Penny  1775

(Lewis Walpole Library0



Lady Nightcap at Breakfast 
Carrington Bowles, Publishers  1772

(British Museum)



Lady Carrying a Tea Kettle
Paul Sandby

(The Royal Collection)



“COLLEGE  BREAKFAST”
1783

(Lewis Walpole Library0



Joseph Webb Boston Advertisement 
by Paul Revere  September 28, 1765

(American Antiquarian Society)



Joseph Webb Boston Advertisement 
by Paul Revere  September 28, 1765

(American Antiquarian Society)



Kettle from: Ingelman-Sundberg, C.; "Relics from the Dutch East Indiaman, Zeewijk. Foundered in 1727". 
(Western Australian Museum Special Publication No. 10. Perth, Australia. 1978)



Kettle from: Ingelman-Sundberg, C.; "Relics from the Dutch East Indiaman, Zeewijk. Foundered in 1727". 
(Western Australian Museum Special Publication No. 10. Perth, Australia. 1978)



English (?) Copper Kettle Recovered from the 1764 Wreck of the Sloop Industry, Sunk off the Coast of Florida
c. 1764

(Polish Maritime Museum)



Copper Kettle Recovered from the 1785 Wreck of the General Carleton of Whitby
c. 1785

(Polish Maritime Museum)



Copper Kettle Recovered from the 1785 Wreck of the General Carleton of Whitby
c. 1785

(Polish Maritime Museum)



English Copper, Tin & Rattan Tea Kettle on Stand
c. 1730 - 1760
(Winterthur)



English Copper & Brass Tea Kettle
c. 1735 - 1780
(Winterthur)



English or American Copper & Brass Tea Kettle Owned by John Hancock of Boston, Massachusetts
Late 18th Century

(Bostonian Society - The Old State House, Boston, Massachusetts)



English or American Copper & Brass Tea Kettle 
c. 1750 - 1825
(Winterthur)



English or American Copper Tea Kettle 
by R. Simpson  c. 1750 - 1775

(Winterthur)



English or American Small Copper Tea Kettle
c. 1775 - 1810

(Skinner - G.S. Theberge Collection)



Trade Card for Tin & Coppersmith Benjamin Harbeson Who Worked in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from  1754 - 1809
c. 1764 - 1770
(Winterthur)



Trade Card for Tin & Coppersmith Benjamin Harbeson Who Worked in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from  1754 - 1809
c. 1764 - 1770
(Winterthur)



Trade Card for Tin & Coppersmith Benjamin Harbeson Who Worked in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from  1754 - 1809
c. 1764 - 1770
(Winterthur)



Trade Card for Tin & Coppersmith Benjamin Harbeson Who Worked in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from  1754 - 1809
c. 1764 - 1770
(Winterthur)



Trade Card for Tin & Coppersmith Benjamin Harbeson Who Worked in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from  1754 - 1809
c. 1764 - 1770
(Winterthur)



American Copper Tea Kettle from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
by Benjamin Harbeson    c. 1765 - 1785

(Winterthur)



American Copper Tea Kettle from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
by Benjamin Harbeson    c. 1765 - 1785

(Winterthur)



American Copper Tea Kettle from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Marked with a Crown Stamp
by Benjamin Harbeson    c. 1765 or Before

(Private Collection)



American Copper Tea Kettle from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Marked with a Crown Stamp
by Benjamin Harbeson    c. 1765 or Before

(Private Collection)



American Copper Tea Kettle from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Marked with a Crown Stamp
by Benjamin Harbeson    c. 1765 or Before

(Private Collection)



American Copper Tea Kettle from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Marked with a Crown Stamp
by Benjamin Harbeson    c. 1765 or Before

(Private Collection - Featured on “Antiques Roadshow”)



American Copper Tea Kettle from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
by Benjamin Harbeson    c. 1780 - 1800

(Private Collection)



American Copper Tea Kettle from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
by Benjamin Harbeson    c. 1780 - 1800

(Private Collection)



Benjamin Harbeson
by Neal Hurst - The First Oval Office

Early in 1776, George Washington realized with the siege of Boston coming to a 
close, that he would soon go on campaign with the Continental Army.   For 
nearly ten months he occupied the “Longfellow House” in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts and used it as the army’s headquarters.  In order to leave the 
house and command the army in the field, Washington needed to acquire tents, 
trunks, cooking implements, serving equipment, candle sticks, among other 
items to not only survive while on campaign, but also to entertain various visiting 
dignitaries.  

During the spring of 1776, Washington relied on Joseph Reed in Philadelphia to 
purchase these necessary objects on his behalf.  Washington with his fastidious 
accounting practices, kept receipts for nearly all of his purchases.  Today, these 
receipts allow historians and those interested in material culture to gain a deeper 
understanding of the craftsmen who manufactured objects for the use within 
Washington’s field headquarters and to connect them to surviving objects.  



On April 8, 1776, Joseph Reed placed an order for tin kettles, plates, canisters, 
and oval dishes at the sign of the Golden Kettle, owned by a tin and copper smith 
named Benjamin Harbeson.  Born on May 24, 1729, Harbeson left Ireland and 
arrived in Philadelphia at the young age of eight.  On July 30, 1754, at age twenty-
five, he married his wife Eliphet Harper at Christ Church.  Four years later he 
placed his first advertisement as a copper and tinsmith in the Pennsylvania 
Gazette.  

Benjamin Harbeson
by Neal Hurst - The First Oval Office

The Pennsylvania Gazette    12 April, 1759



With growing tensions between England and the colonies, Haberson signed the 
resolution of non-importation in November 1765 with over three hundred other 
citizens in Philadelphia ranging from shopkeepers, large merchants, men, 
women, Quakers, Jews, Germans, and people from all classes.  They vowed not 
to import any goods from England until the repeal of the Stamp Act, making it 
nearly impossible for Haberson to obtain sheets of tinned iron and copper to 
manufacture into objects.  Feeling the injustice of the English taxes placed on the 
colonies, Haberson made this business choice and also cemented his political 
ideals for years to come.  In March of 1766, four months later, Parliament 
repealed the tax.

Benjamin Harbeson
by Neal Hurst - The First Oval Office



Resolution of Non-Importation Made by the Citizens of Philadelphia
October 25, 1765

(Historical Society of Pennsylvania)

Benjamin Harbeson
by Neal Hurst - The First Oval Office



Between 1754 and 1770 Haberson moved his shop six times in Philadelphia and 
in 1769 began advertising it as a Copper Warehouse.   On January 23, 1775, 
Haberson again announced publically his allegiance to America when he signed 
the Association of the Continental Congress, which stated: 
 
“WHEREAS it has been judged necessary for the preservation of our just rights 
and liberties, to lay a restraint on our importation, and as the freedom, 
happiness and prosperity of a state greatly depend on providing within itself a 
supply of articles necessary for subsistence, cloathing and defense, a regard for 
our country, as well as common prudence, call upon us to encourage agriculture 
manufactures and oeconomy.”

The resolves specifically called for the manufacturing of copper into sheets, 
bottoms, and kettles, and the making of tin plate. 

Benjamin Harbeson
by Neal Hurst - The First Oval Office



At the outbreak of the American War for 
Independence, Harbeson continued 
producing tin and copper wares, but also 
took a commission and commanded the 2nd 
Battalion of Philadelphia Associators.  
D u r i n g t h e B r i t i s h o c c u p a t i o n o f 
Philadelphia, Harbeson moved his business 
west to Lancaster and remained there until 
the fall of 1778.  Upon returning to 
Philadelphia, Harbeson found that British 
soldiers inhabited his home and shop located 
on Market Street, near Christ Church and 
left a “mahogany china table.”  From the late 
1770s, Harbeson focused on copper smithing 
and the production of stills for distilling 
alcohol.  He remained in Philadelphia until 
his death on September 24, 1808.

Benjamin Harbeson
by Neal Hurst - The First Oval Office

Private, 2nd Battalion Philadelphia Associators
(Don Troiani)



American Copper & Brass Tea Kettle from Pennsylvania
c. 1740 - 1775
(Winterthur)



American Copper & Brass Tea Kettle from Pennsylvania
c. 1775 - 1825

(Winterthur)



American Copper, Brass, & IronTea Kettle from Lancaster, Pennsylvania
by Robert Reed   c. 1780 - 1795

(Winterthur)



American Copper & Brass Tea Kettle
c. 1775 - 1805
(Winterthur)



American Copper, Iron, & Brass Tea Kettle
c. 1775 - 1825

(Winterthur)



American Copper Tea Kettle from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
by John Morrison   c. 1781 - 1793

(Winterthur)



American Copper Miniature Tea Kettle
c. 1775 - 1825

(Winterthur)



American Copper, Pewter & Brass Kettle
c. 1750 - 1800
(Winterthur)



European Copper Tea Kettle
c. 1725 - 1775

(Winterthur)



European Copper Tea Kettle
c. 1725 - 1800
(Winterthur)



“The KETTLE hooting the PORRIDGE - POT.”
by James Gillray, Published by J.P. Leatherhead   1782

(The British Museum)



French Copper Tea Kettle
"Nature morte au gibier, bouilloire et coupe de fruits".

by Jean-Baptiste Oudry (1686 – 1755)
(Ivoire Groupe Auctions)



French Copper Tea Kettle
“Still Life with Meat, Kettle, Cup, Sugar Loaf and Sugar Lumps"

by Jean-Baptiste Oudry (1686 – 1755)



Japanned Copper
Tea Kettles



English Japanned Copper, Brass, & Wood Tea Kettle or Pot
c. 1775 - 1800
(Winterthur)



English Japanned Copper & Wood Tea Kettle or Pot
c. 1750 - 1790
(Winterthur)



Silver Plated Copper
Tea Kettles



English Silverplate on Copper & Rattan Tea Kettle with Stand
c. 1775 - 1800
(Winterthur)



Enameled Copper
Tea Kettles



Chinese Export Enamel on Copper Tea Kettle with Stand
c. 1750 - 1775
(Winterthur)



Chinese Export Enamel on Copper Tea Kettle with Stand from Canton 0r Guangzhou
c. 1750 - 1780
(Winterthur)



Chinese Export Enamel on Copper Tea Kettle with Stand from Canton 0r Guangzhou
c. 1750 - 1800
(Winterthur)



Pewter
Tea Kettles



English Miniature Pewter Tea Kettle or Pot
c. 1725 - 1775

(Winterthur)



European Pewter & Wood Tea Kettle or Pot
c. 1725 - 1750
(Winterthur)



Kettle
Stands & Braziers



English or European Brass & Copper Kettle Stand
c. 1730 - 1750
(Winterthur)



American Brass & Copper Kettle Stand or Brazier
c. 1730 - 1750
(Winterthur)



French Brass, Copper & Iron Kettle Stand or Brazier (Chafing Dish)
c. 1730 - 1780
(Winterthur)



Kettle
Stands



American Mahogany, Brass, & Iron Kettle Stand from Newport, Rhode Island
by John Townsent   c. 1770 - 1795

(Winterthur)



American Mahogany & Cherry Kettle Stand from Connecticut
c. 1775 - 1800
(Winterthur)
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