
18th Century Material Culture  
Tea & Tea Containers



Drinking Tea



Two English Ladies & an Officer Seated at Tea 
by Unknown  c. 1715 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 



Any English Family at Tea 
by Joseph Van Akien  c. 1720 

(Tate Gallery) 



Man and Child Drinking Tea 
by Unknown, possibly Richard Collins  c. 1720



An English Family at Tea 
 c. 1725 



“A Family of Three at Tea” 
by Richard Collins of England  c. 1727 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 



 Tea Party at Lord Harrington's House, St. James's 
by Charles Philips  1730 

(Yale Center for British Art)



Ladies Having Tea   
Unknown Artist  c. 1740



“Gay,  Young,  and  Airy” 
by John Faber after Philip Mercier  1744 

(Ex. Col.: Hon. Christopher Lennox-Boyd)



A British Family Served with Tea 
by Anonymous  c. 1745 

(Yale Center for British Art)



Unknown English Family having Tea 
Unknown Artist



The John Potter Overmantle 
Newport, Rhode Island, Mid 18th Century 

(The Newport Historical Society)



“The PANTHEON” 
after Edward Edwards   1772 
(Yale Center for British Art)



“The PANTHEON” 
after Edward Edwards   1772 
(Yale Center for British Art)



“Morning  or  “ 
by Richard Houston after Philip Mercier  1778 

(Ex. Col.: Hon. Christopher Lennox-Boyd)



“Madame Dormeuse au dejeuner (Miss sleepyhead having breakfast)” 
Carrington Bowles, Publishers   

(The British Museum)



Lady Nightcap at Breakfast  
Carrington Bowles, Publishers  1772



Lady Nightcap at Breakfast  
Carrington Bowles, Publishers  1772 

(British Museum)



Tea Advertisements 
& 

Trade Cards



Advertisement for the Establishment of John Merrett at the 3 Sugar Loaves  
Boston Gazette 28 April, 1735



Trade  Card  Thomas  Clark,  Seller  of  Tea,  China,  and  Glass  c.  1750 
(The British Museum)



Twinning’s Trade Card 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



Trade Card 
(The British Museum)



Trade Card 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



Trade Card 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



Trade Card 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



Trade Card  "The Tea Warehouse" 
(Lewis Walple Library)



Trade Card  c. 1792 
(The British Museum)



Trade Card 
18th Century 

(Bishopsgate Institute)



Trade Card 
18th Century 

(Museum of London)



Trade Card 
18th Century



Tea 
Chests, Crates & Sacks



 “Havengezicht in het Oosten”  or  “Harbor Scene in the East” 
by Jan Josef Horemans II 
(Vlaamsekunstcollecatie)



 “Havengezicht in het Oosten”  or  “Harbor Scene in the East” 
by Jan Josef Horemans II 
(Vlaamsekunstcollecatie)



 “Havengezicht in het Oosten”  or  “Harbor Scene in the East” 
by Jan Josef Horemans II 
(Vlaamsekunstcollecatie)



Tea Chest 
18th Century



Trade Card  c. 1792 
(The British Museum)



“CATLAP  FOR  EVER.  OR  THE  SMUGGLER’S  DOWNFALL” 
by William Dent, Published by J. Mount   1784 

(The British Museum)



“CATLAP  FOR  EVER.  OR  THE  SMUGGLER’S  DOWNFALL” 
by William Dent, Published by J. Mount   1784 

(The British Museum)



Tea Chest 
1800 

(Nathan Barlow Collection)



Tea Chest 
1800 

(Nathan Barlow Collection)



Tea Chest 
1800 

(Nathan Barlow Collection)



Tea Chest 
1800 

(Nathan Barlow Collection)



Robinson Tea Chest Reported to Have Been Remaining from the Boston Tea Party of 1773 
(Boston Tea Party Museum)



Robinson Tea Chest Reported to Have Been Remaining from the Boston Tea Party of 1773 
(Boston Tea Party Museum)



“Americans  throwing  the  Cargoes  of  the  Tea  Ships  into  the  River,  at  Boston” on December  16,  1773 
Printed 1789



“The Bostonians throwing the Tea Into the water” 
Printed 1795 

(The New York Public Library)



“The Bostonians throwing the Tea Into the water” 
Printed 1795 

(The New York Public Library)



“The Tea - Tempest, or, the Anglo - American Revolution” 
1778 

(The New York Public Library)



“The BOSTONIAN’S Paying the EXCISE-MAN or TARRING & FEATHERING” 
by Phillip Dawe  1774 

(Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History) 



Annex to a Petition from the East India Company to Parliament for the Loss of Tea Dated February 16, 1774 

http://boston1775.blogspot.com/search/label/East%20India%20Company
http://boston1775.blogspot.com/search/label/Parliament


Article  
The Massachusetts Gazette 

October 1773 
(Massachusetts Historical Society)



Broadside by “The True Sons of Liberty” 
(Massachusetts Historical Society)



Broadside by “The True Sons of Liberty” 
(Massachusetts Historical Society)



Broadside 
(Massachusetts Historical Society)



Earthenware 
Tea Canisters



Dutch Earthenware Tea Canister 
c.  1700 - 1724 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Tin Glazed Earthenware Blue & White Tea Canister 
c.  1740 

(Private Collection)



English Tin Glazed Earthenware Tea  Canister 
c.  1750 - 1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



Dutch Tin Glazed Earthenware Tea  Canister 
c. 1700 

(Guest & Gray)



Dutch Tin Glazed Earthenware Tea  Canister 
Early 18th Century 

(Guest & Gray)



Dutch Tin Glazed Earthenware Tea  Canister 
Early 18th Century 

(Guest & Gray)



Dutch Tin Glazed Earthenware Tea  Canister 
by Mattheus van den Bogaert   1724 

(Guest & Gray)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea  Canister from Staffordshire 
c.  1750 - 1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea Canister from Staffordshire 
c.  1760 - 1765 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea Canister from Staffordshire 
c.  1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea Canister 
by Josiah Wedgeworth & Sons or Thomas Whieldon. Designed by Wiiliam Greatbatch   c.  1765 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea  Canister from Staffordshire 
c.  1755 - 1765 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea  Canister from Staffordshire 
c.  1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea  Canister from Staffordshire 
c.  1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea  Canister from Staffordshire 
c.  1760 - 1770 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea  Canister from Leeds 
c.  1770 - 1790 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea  Canister from Leeds 
c.  1770 - 1800 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea  Canister from Leeds 
c.  1770 - 1780 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea  Canister from Staffordshire or Newcastle 
Dated 1779 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware (Creamware) Tea  Canister from Staffordshire 
c.  1770 - 1780 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware (Creamware) Tea  Canister from Staffordshire 
c.  1780 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware (Creamware) Tea  Canister from Staffordshire 
c.  1770 - 1790 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea Canister from Newcastle 
c.  1780 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea Canister from Newcastle 
c.  1780 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea Canister from Leeds 
c.  1770 - 1800 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea Canister with Transfer Decorationfrom Staffordshire 
byNeale & Co.   c. 1778 - 1786 
(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Tea Canister with Transfer Decoration from Staffordshire or Liverpool 
c. 1780 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



Stoneware 
Tea Canisters



English Salt Glazed Stoneware Tea Canister from Devon 
by Bovey Tracey - Marked  “Susanna Savery July ye 19th 1770” 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Salt Glazed Stoneware Tea Canister from Devon 
by Bovey Tracey - Marked  “Thomas Moore  1771” 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Salt Glazed Stoneware Tea Canister from Swansea, Wales 
Marked “Mary Evans July the 5th 1775” 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



 English Salt Glazed Stoneware Tea Canister from Staffordshire  
c.  1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Salt Glazed Stoneware Tea Canister from Staffordshire  
c.  1750 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Salt Glazed Stoneware Tea Canister from Staffordshire  
c.  1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Red Stoneware Tea Canister from Staffordshire 
c. 1760 

(John Howard Antiques)



Porcelain 
Tea Canisters



English Soft-Paste Porcelain Tea Canister from London 
by the Vauxhill Porcelain Factory   c.  1755 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Soft-Paste Porcelain Tea Canister 
by the Lowesoft Porcelain Factory   c.  1765 - 1768 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Porcelain Tea Canister 
by Thomas Baxter   c.  1760 - 1790 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Soft-Paste Porcelain Transfer-Printed in Black Enamel Tea Canister from Worcester 
by Hancock, Royal Worcester Porcelain Factory   c.  1768 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Soft-Paste Porcelain Tea Canister from Worcester 
by the Royal Worcester Porcelain Factory   c.  1765 - 1775 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Soft-Paste Porcelain Tea Canister from Worcester 
by the Royal Worcester Porcelain Factory   c.  1770 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Porcelain Tea Canister from Worcester 
by the Royal Worcester Porcelain Factory   c.  1770 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Porcelain Tea Canister from Worcester 
by the Royal Worcester Porcelain Factory   c.  1775 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Soft-Paste Porcelain Tea Canister Transfer Painted in Blue 
by the Caughy Porcelain Factory   c.  1777 - 1790 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Soft-Paste Porcelain Tea Canister 
by the Caughy Porcelain Factory   c.  1775 - 1780 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Porcelain Tea Canister 
by the Caughy Porcelain Factory   c.  1778 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



Glass 
Tea Canisters



English Opaque White Glass Tea Canister Painted in Enamels from the West Midlands 
c.  1750 - 1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



Silver 
Tea Canisters



English Silver Tea Canister 
by Isaac Liger  c.  1706 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Silver Tea Canister from London 
by John Farnell  c.  1717 - 1718 
(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Silver Tea Canister 
by George Cowles c.  1773 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Silver Tea Canister 
by Paul de Lamerie  c.  1730 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



Copper 
Tea Canisters



Tin Canister in Copper Repousse 
18th Century 

(The Art and Orchid Gallery()



Tea  
Chests



Detail of Tea Chest 
“An English Family at Tea” 

by Joseph Van Akien  c. 1720 
(Tate Gallery) 



English Tea Chest with Two Tea Canisters and a Sugar Box 
by Elizabeth Godfrey of London   c. 1741 - 1742 

(Colonial Williamsburg)



French Tea Chest 
c.  1750 - 1770 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



French Tea Chest 
c.  1750 - 1770 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



Tea Tables



Tea Table Attributed to Robert Walker - King George County, Virginia 
c.  1750 - 1760 

(Museum of Early Southern Decorative Arts)



“The TEA  - TABLE” 
by John Bowles  c. 1710 
(The British Museum)
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