
18th Century Material Culture  
Cooperage  

Kegs & Cocks



Coopers



A Dutch Cooper 
by Willem Basse   c. 1628 - 1648 

(The British Museum)



“ENGELS - KVIPER” (“English Cooper”) - Satire of the Threatening Peace with England 
by Jan Bastiaansz, Middelburg   1652 

(The British Museum)



“ENGELS - KVIPER” (“English Cooper”) - Satire of the Threatening Peace with England 
by Jan Bastiaansz, Middelburg   1652 

(The British Museum)



Token for Thomas Hogsflesh, Cooper  
c. 1649 - 1672 

(The British Museum)



Token for John Barnes, Wine Cooper of London 
c. 1664 

(The British Museum)



Token for Giles Stuchbery, Cooper of London 
c. 1658 

(The British Museum)



Token for Daniel Arnold, Wine Cooper of London 
c. 1668 

(The British Museum)



The Cries of London: “Any work for John Cooper”  
after Louis Philippe Boitard, after Marcellus Laroon II   c. 1688, Reworked and Published after c. 1750 

(The British Museum)



Cooper 
by Anne Claude Philippe de Tubières, Comte de Caylus after Edme Bouchardon   1742 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Trade Card 
18th Century 

(Private Collection)



Coopers Dividers that Extend from 10” - 15” 
17th - 18th Century 

(Jim Bode Historic Tools)



Trade Card for John Adams, Cooper 
London Late 18th Century 

(The British Museum)



Trade Card for Thomas Hubbard, Cooper 
London Late 18th Century 

(The British Museum)



Trade Card for James Barnett, Cooper and Turner 
London Late 18th Century 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Barrels, Kegs, & Casks



Anatomy of an 18th Century Barrel or Cask 
From: Grant, David Mitchell; "Tools from the French and Indian War Sloop Boscawen" Texas A and M University. 1996





Wood Cask with Iron Hoops 
18th Century 

(Private Collection)



Wood Keg with Iron Hoops 
18th Century 

(Guilford Courthouse National Military Park)



English Wood & Metal Barrel Recovered from the Wreck of the H.M.S. Invinsible Sunk in 1758 
Lid Marked with a Broad Arrow and the Letters “LC” “PO”   c. 1758 

(The Historic Dockyard - Chatham)



English Wood & Metal Barrel Recovered from the Wreck of the H.M.S. Invinsible Sunk in 1758 
Lid Marked with a Broad Arrow and the Letters “LC” “PO”   c. 1758 

(The Historic Dockyard - Chatham)



English Wood & Metal Barrel Recovered from the Wreck of the H.M.S. Invinsible Sunk in 1758 
Lid Marked with a Broad Arrow and the Letters “LC” “PO”   c. 1758 

(The Historic Dockyard - Chatham)



English Wood & Metal Barrel Recovered from the Wreck of the H.M.S. Invinsible Sunk in 1758 
Lid Marked with a Broad Arrow and the Letters “LC” “PO”   c. 1758 

(The Historic Dockyard - Chatham)



English Wood & Metal Barrel Recovered from the Wreck of the H.M.S. Invinsible Sunk in 1758 
Lid Marked with a Broad Arrow and the Letters “LC” “PO”   c. 1758 

(The Historic Dockyard - Chatham)



English Wood & Metal Barrel Recovered from the Wreck of the H.M.S. Invinsible Sunk in 1758 
Lid Marked with a Broad Arrow and the Letters “PC”  & “G”   c. 1758 

(The Historic Dockyard - Chatham)



English Wood & Metal Barrel Recovered from the Wreck of the H.M.S. Invinsible Sunk in 1758 
Lid Marked with a Broad Arrow and the Letters “PC”  & “G”   c. 1758 

(The Historic Dockyard - Chatham)



Detail from  “Die Bottgenkunst Von Hrn. Fougeroux Von Bandaroy” 
(University of Waterloo Library)



Detail from  “Die Bottgenkunst Von Hrn. Fougeroux Von Bandaroy” 
(University of Waterloo Library)



Cooperage from Encyclopedia – Diderot and D’alembert 1772 

http://siftingthepast.com/2013/01/04/cooperage-from-encyclopedia-diderot-and-dalembert-1772/
http://siftingthepast.com/2013/01/04/cooperage-from-encyclopedia-diderot-and-dalembert-1772/siftingthepast_cooperage1-from-encyclopedia_diderot-and-dalembert_1772/


Cooperage from Encyclopedia – Diderot and D’alembert 1772 

http://siftingthepast.com/2013/01/04/cooperage-from-encyclopedia-diderot-and-dalembert-1772/
http://siftingthepast.com/2013/01/04/cooperage-from-encyclopedia-diderot-and-dalembert-1772/siftingthepast_cooperage1-from-encyclopedia_diderot-and-dalembert_1772/


Cooperage from Encyclopedia – Diderot and D’alembert 1772 

http://siftingthepast.com/2013/01/04/cooperage-from-encyclopedia-diderot-and-dalembert-1772/
http://siftingthepast.com/2013/01/04/cooperage-from-encyclopedia-diderot-and-dalembert-1772/siftingthepast_cooperage1-from-encyclopedia_diderot-and-dalembert_1772/


Small Shot Keg Remnants Recovered from the French Flagship, Machault 
c. 1760 

(From: Sullivan, Catherine “Legacy of the Machault - A Collection of 18th Century Artifacts”  - Parks Canada)



The Cooperage at Colonial Williamsburg 
(The Colonial Williamsburg Cooperage - Colonial Williamsburg)



Using a Cooper’s Axe to Cut a Bevel 
(The Colonial Williamsburg Cooperage - Colonial Williamsburg)



Using a Cooper’s Axe to Cut a Bevel 
(The Colonial Williamsburg Cooperage - Colonial Williamsburg)



Finishing the Bevel with a Drawknife 
(The Colonial Williamsburg Cooperage - Colonial Williamsburg)



Finishing the Bevel with a Drawknife 
(The Colonial Williamsburg Cooperage - Colonial Williamsburg)



Barrel Hoops



Barrel Hoop. Recovered from the Wreck of the Boscawen, which sank in Lake Champlain in the late 1760's 
From: Grant, David Mitchell; "Tools from the French and Indian War Sloop Boscawen" Texas A and M University. 1996.



Copper Hoop from a British Gunpowder Keg 
British Broad Arrow Mark   c. 1775 

(Fort Ticonderoga)



Barrel Hoop Remnants Recovered from the French Flagship, Machault 
c. 1760 

(From: Sullivan, Catherine “Legacy of the Machault - A Collection of 18th Century Artifacts”  - Parks Canada)



Copper Hoop from a British Gunpowder Keg Found at Fort Michilimackinac 
British Broad Arrow Mark   c. 1761 - 1778 

(Fort Michilimackinac - Mackinaw State Historic Parks)



Copper Hoop from a British Gunpowder Keg Found at Fort Michilimackinac 
British Broad Arrow Mark   c. 1761 - 1778 

(Fort Michilimackinac - Mackinaw State Historic Parks)



Reproduction Copper Hoop and Gunpowder Cask 
(Marshall Scheetz - Jamestown Cooperage, LLC)



Driving a Rivet Through a Recreated Hoop Iron 
(The Colonial Williamsburg Cooperage - Colonial Williamsburg)



The Protruding Rivet Shank 
(The Colonial Williamsburg Cooperage - Colonial Williamsburg)



Hammering the Rivet Shank 
(The Colonial Williamsburg Cooperage - Colonial Williamsburg)



The Rivet Shank is Compressed 
(The Colonial Williamsburg Cooperage - Colonial Williamsburg)



The Rivet Shank is Flattened into a Rosehead 
(The Colonial Williamsburg Cooperage - Colonial Williamsburg)



The Finished Rivet 
(The Colonial Williamsburg Cooperage - Colonial Williamsburg)



Kegs in Art



Broad Quay, Bristol 
by British School   c. 1760 

(Bristol Museum, Galleries, & Archives)



Broad Quay, Bristol 
by British School   c. 1760 

(Bristol Museum, Galleries, & Archives)



“Vue du Port de Rochefort, prise du Magasin des Colonies” 
by Joseph Vernet   1762 

(Musée national de la Marine)



“Vue du Port de Rochefort, prise du Magasin des Colonies” 
by Joseph Vernet   1762 

(Musée national de la Marine)



“Vue du Port de Rochefort, prise du Magasin des Colonies” 
by Joseph Vernet   1762 

(Musée national de la Marine)



“An Election Entertainment”  
by William Hogarth   c. 1754 - 1755 

(Sir John Soane’s Museum) 



“An Election Entertainment”  
by William Hogarth   c. 1754 - 1755 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art) 



“An Election Entertainment”  
by William Hogarth   c. 1754 - 1755 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art) 



"HOB Triumphs over St. Thomas. Plate 8" 
by Robert Sayer after John Laguerre   c. 1760 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



"HOB Triumphs over St. Thomas. Plate 8" 
by Robert Sayer after John Laguerre   c. 1760 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The JOVIAL FANKERKINS after a Painting of  TENIERS” 
by John Bowles, made by Richard Brookshaw after David Teniers the Younger  1770 

(The British Museum)



“SR  BIBO  BULKY” 
1773 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



"The SIPHONs or Tale of a Tub" 
by Thomas Cornell  1783 

(British Museum)



“BACCHENELS, or, the Friendly DROP”  (Lord North & Charles Fox Drinking Wine) 
by John Boyne, Published by E. Hedges   1784 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



The Drunkard 
by Thomas Rowlandson   Late 18th Century 

(The British Museum)



Brass Cocks 
(Spigots)



“The Old Drinker” (Dutch) 
by Gabriel Metsu   c. 1657 

(Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, Netherlands)



“The Old Drinker” (Dutch) 
by Gabriel Metsu   c. 1657 

(Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, Netherlands)



“The Old Drinker” (Dutch) 
by Gabriel Metsu   c. 1657 

(Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, Netherlands)



The Standard Weight of Coins showing a Brass Cock 
18th Century 

(Public Domain)



Advertisement for “Brass Cocks of all Sizes” 
Boston Evening-Post. Issue # 95, June 6, 1737, Page 2 

(Public Domain)



English Billhead for Ralph Taylor, Cock - Founder, Located at the Three Brass Cocks in High Holborn 
1759 

(Museum of London)



English Trade Card for “Bouchet  Cock - Fourder N. 39 Tooley Street, SOUTHWARK” 
18th Century 

(The British Museum)



“A Victualler or Publican Erected out of his own Implements without the Assistance of Nature” 
by George Bickam the Younger  c. 1730 - 1750 

(The British Museum)



“A Victualler or Publican Erected out of his own Implements without the Assistance of Nature” 
by George Bickam the Younger  c. 1730 - 1750 

(The British Museum)



English Brass Cock with the Silhouette of a Cock (Rooster) 
17th Century 

(Private Collection)



English Brass Cock with the Silhouette of a Cock (Rooster) 
17th Century 

(Private Collection)



Scandinavian Brass Cocks with the Silhouettes of a Cock (Rooster) 
17th Century 

(Private Collection)



Copper Alloy Cock Recovered from Paternoster Square, London 
Late 17th - Early to Mid 18th Century 

From: “Taverns and Other Entertainments in the City of London? 17th and 18th Century Finds from Excavations at Paternoster Square” 
by Sadie Watson & Jacqueline Pearce with Anne Davis, Geoff Egan and Alan Pipe



Artifacts Including a Brass Cock Recovered from Jamestown Settlement, Jamestown, Virginia 
17th Century 

(Jamestown Settlement) 



Brass Cock Recovered from the Cellar Excavation of Vinter, Morris Pound, Colchester, Virginia 
c. 1750 - 1800 

(Fairfax Count Resource Management & Protection Collection - James Lee Community Center, Falls Church, Virginia)



English Brass Cock Recovered from the Sloop of War Swift 
The Swift was Lost off the Coat of Patagonia, Southern Argentina in 1770 

(From the International Journal of Research Archeology, Elkin et al. 2007 - Courtesy Matt Brenckle)



Brass Cock Recovered at Grand Portage 
18th Century 

(Grand Portage National Monument, Minnesota)



Brass Cock Recovered at the Home of Colonel William Clapham Near West Newton, Pennsylvania 
On May 28, 1763 Colonel Clapham, His Wife, Three Children and Another Woman were Killed in Pontiac’s Rebellion 

(Public Domain)



18th Century Brass Cocks with Locking Keys 
Similar toThat Excavated at New Winsor Cantonment 

(Private Collection)



Brass Keg Spigot or Brass “Cock”, Cock Key, Barrel Hopp, Pipe, & Spoon Handle Recovered at Fort Niagara 
c. 1780 

(Old Fort Niagara -Photo Courtesy Terry Scorchy) 



Fragment of a Brass Cock  c.1760 - 1783 
Found in the British & Hessian Hut Encampment built by the Continental Army in 1776 on the Dyckman Farm near 
Fort Washington in New York City.  After the fall of the fort on November 16, 1776, His Majesty’s forces occupied the 
huts until the evacuation of New York in 1783.  Artifact excavated by Reginald P. Bolton & Co. in 1913. 

(New York Historical Society)



English Brass Cock Recovered from the Wreck of the H.M.S. Invinsible Sunk in 1758 
 c. 1758 

(The Historic Dockyard - Chatham)



English Brass Cock Recovered from the Wreck of the H.M.S. Invinsible Sunk in 1758 
 c. 1758 

(The Historic Dockyard - Chatham)



English Brass Cock Recovered from the Wreck of the H.M.S. Invinsible Sunk in 1758 
 c. 1758 

(The Historic Dockyard - Chatham)



English Brass Cock Recovered from the Wreck of the H.M.S. Invinsible Sunk in 1758 
 c. 1758 

(The Historic Dockyard - Chatham)



English Brass Cock Recovered from the Wreck of the H.M.S. Invinsible Sunk in 1758 
 c. 1758 

(The Historic Dockyard - Chatham)



English Brass Cock Recovered from the Wreck of the H.M.S. Invinsible Sunk in 1758 
 c. 1758 

(The Historic Dockyard - Chatham)



English Brass Cock Key Recovered from the Wreck of the H.M.S. Invinsible Sunk in 1758 
 c. 1758 

(The Historic Dockyard - Chatham)



English Brass Cock Recovered off a Loyalist Transport Ship Sunk off Charleston in 1782 
c. 1780 

(St. Augustine Lighthouse and Museum) 



Copper Spigot Recovered from the French Flagship, Machault 
c. 1760 

(From: Sullivan, Catherine “Legacy of the Machault - A Collection of 18th Century Artifacts”  - Parks Canada)



Copper Cock Recovered from the Roosevelt Inlet Shipwreck, Delaware with Machault Cock for Comparison 
 c. 1772 - 1800 

(From “Underwater Archeological Investigation of the Roosevelt Inlet Shipwreck”  - Delaware Department of State)



Brass Cock Recovered from at Fort Michilimackinac 
 c. 1760 - 1781 

(Fort Michilimackinac)



x 



English Brass Cock Recovered from the Wreck of the General Carleton 
1785 

(From “The General Carleton Shipwreck, 1785”  Archaeological  Research Polish Maritime Museum)



“CAUTIONS to the HEADS OF FAMILIES, IN THREE ESSAYS   
I. On Cyder- Wine, ... II. On the Poison of Lead... III. On the Poison of Copper...” 

By Anthony Fothergill  1737

“If from the kitchen we should dive into the cellar, we shall find that 
acidic vapors are predominant, and that the brass cocks through 
which our wine, beer, cyder, and vinegar, are drawn, are generally 
discoloured with verdigris. 

In these subterranean abodes, which are often very damp, the green 
rust is often suffered to accumulate till it overspreads the external 
surface of the metallick cock, and would also visibly pervade the 
internal orifice of the canal, were it not successively dissolved by the 
liquor, and washed off in the general current, as often as the cock is 
unturned. That verdigris is soluble, in very considerable proportion, 
in all these liquors, and therefore capable of impregnating them with 
the poison of copper, is clearly proved by the following experiments:” 



Recreated British Sutler during the American War for Independence 
Brass Cock to Dispense Rum 



Trunk Barrels



American Hollow Tree Trunk Barrel from New England 
18th Century 

(Skinner)



Capacity 
 Equivalents



Capacity Equivalents 
Not Fully to Scale 

(All Information Courtesy Drinking Cup Blog)



Capacity Equivalents

FIRKIN:  41 Liters / 11 U.S. Gallons  (Name take from the Old Dutch “Forth” or 1/4 a British 
Barrel 

QUARTER  CASK:  50 Liters / 13 U.S. Gallons 

RUNDLET:  70 Liters / 18 U.S. Gallons 

TIERCE: 160 Liters / 42 U.S. Gallons 

BRITISH BARREL: 160 Liters  43 U.S. Gallons 

AMERICAN  STANDARD  BARREL (ASB): 200 Liters / 54 U.S. Gallons 

HOGSHEAD: 250 - 300 Liters / 66 - 79 U.S, Gallons 

BARRIQUE: (Cognac) 300 Liters  / 79 U.S. Gallons & Wine 225 Liters / 59 U.S. Gallons 

PUNCHEON  or  TERTIAN:  450 Liters / 120 U.S. Gallons 



Capacity Equivalents

BUTT:  500 Liters / 132 U.S. Gallons 

PIPE:  650 Liters / 172 U.S. Gallons 

DRUM:  650 Liters / 172 U.S. Gallons 

GORDA:  700 Liters / 185 U.S. Gallons 

TUN:  982 Liters / 250 U.S. Gallons
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