
18th Century Material Culture  
Punch & Posset Pots, Wassail Bowls 



English 
Salt Glazed Stoneware 

Punch Pots



English Salt Glazed Stoneware Punch Pot from Staffordshire 
c. 1760 - 1765 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



English Salt Glaze Stoneware Punch Pot from Staffordshire 
c. 1760 - 1765 

(Nelson Atkins Museum of Art)



English Salt Glazed Stoneware Punch Pot from Staffordshire 
c. 1750 = 1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 



English Salt Glazed Stoneware Punch Pot from Staffordshire  
c. 1755 - 1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 



English Salt Glazed Stoneware Punch Pot from Staffordshire  
c. 1755 - 1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 



English Salt Glazed Stoneware Punch Pot from Staffordshire  
c. 1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 



English Salt Glazed Stoneware Punch Pot from Staffordshire  
c. 1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 



English Salt Glazed Stoneware Punch Pot from Staffordshire  
c. 1765 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 



English Salt Glazed Stoneware Punch Pot from Staffordshire 
c. 1755 - 1760 

(Art Institute Chicago) 



English Salt Glazed Stoneware Punch Pot from Staffordshire  
c. 1760 - 1770 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 



English 
Scratch Blue Stoneware 

Punch Pots



English “Scratch Blue” Stoneware Punch Pot 
Dated Sept. 5th 1764 

(Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art) 



English 
Red Stoneware 

Punch Pots



English Red Stoneware Punch Pot from Fenton 
by Thomas Whieldon   c. 1760 - 1770 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 



English Red Stoneware Punch Pot from Staffordshire 
c. 1750 - 1765 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 



English Red Stoneware Punch Pot from Staffordshire 
c. 1750 - 1765 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 



English Red Stoneware Punch Pot from Staffordshire 
c. 1750 - 1765 

(Warren Antiques) 



English Red Stoneware Punch Pot Cover from Staffordshire 
c. 1750 - 1765 

(Warren Antiques) 



English Red Stoneware Punch Pot from Staffordshire 
c. 1750 - 1765 

(Chazen Museum of Art) 



English Red Stoneware “Chinoiserie” Punch Pot from Staffordshire 
c.  1765 

(East West Gallery) 



English 
Lead Glazed Earthenware 

Punch Pots



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Punch Pot from Staffordshire 
c. 1750 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 



English Lead Glazed “Tortoiseshell” Punch Pot from Staffordshire  
c. 1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Lead Glazed “Tortoiseshell” Punch Pot from Staffordshire  
c. 1760 

(Leo Kaplan Ltd. Antiques)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Punch Pot from Staffordshire 
c. 1762 

(MINT Museum) 



China Glaze Punch Pot 
1778 

(Victoria & Albert) 



English Lead Glazed / Creamware Punch Pot 
c. 1765 - 1780 

(Historic New England) 



English Lead Glazed Earthenware / Creamware Punch Pot 
c. 1765 - 1780 

(John Howard) 



English Lead Glazed Earthenware / Creamware Punch Pot 
by Josiah Wedgwood  c. 1780 

(Anthony James & Sons Antiques) 



English Lead Glazed Earthenware “Creamware” Punch Pot with Transfer 
by Josiah Wedgwood, Design by George Stubbs  c. 1780 

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston) 



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Punch Pot with Masonic Transfer 
1777 

(Bonhams) 



English 
Porcelain 

Punch Pots



English Staffordshire Punch Pot 
c. 1755 

(HIGH Museum of Art) 



English Porcelain Punch Pot from Worcester 
Worcester Porcelain Factory c. 1775 

(British Museum)



English Porcelain Punch Pot from Worcester 
Worcester Porcelain Factory c. 1775 

(British Museum)



English Porcelain Punch Pot from Worcester 
Worcester Porcelain Factory c. 1775 

(British Museum)



English “Scratch Cross” Porcelain Punch Pot from Worcester 
c. 1753 

(Roderick Jellicoe Antiques) 



Tin Glazed  
Earthenware 
Posset Pots



English Tin Glazed Earthenware Posset Pot from London 
c. 1650 - 1660 

(Noël Hume Collection; Photo, Gavin Ashworth, Chipstone)



English Tin Glazed Earthenware Posset Pot from Southwark 
c. 1650 - 1660 
(Winterthur) 



Dutch Tin Glazed Earthenware Posset Pot 
c. 1660 - 1680 

(Private Collection)



English Tin Glazed Earthenware Posset Pot 
c. 1700 

(Sotheby’s Auction House) 



English Tin Glazed Earthenware Posset Pot from Lambeth 
c. 1660 - 1680 
(Winterthur) 



English Tin Glazed Earthenware Posset Pots from Bristol 
c. 1705 - 1720 
(Winterthur) 



English Tin Glazed Posset Pot 
c. 1730 - 1740 

(Christie’s Auction House) 



English Tin Glazed Posset Pot from Bristol 
c. 1690 

(Sotheby’s Auction House) 



Dutch Tin Glazed Earthenware Posset Pot 
c. 1680 - 1700 
(Winterthur)



English Tin Glazed Earthenware Posset Pot from Bristol 
Attributed to the Van Allen Family of Fish Kill,  New York   c. 1730 

(Private Collection)



English Tin Glazed Earthenware Posset Pot from Bristol 
c.  1720 

(Private Collection)



English Tin Glazed Earthenware Posset Pot from Bristol 
c.  1715 

(Christie’s Auction House)



English Tin Glazed Earthenware Posset Pot 
Mid  18th  Century 
(Private Collection)



English Tin Glazed Earthenware Posset Pot 
Mid 18th Century 

(Colonial Williamsburg)



English Tin Glazed Polychrome Earthenware Posset Pot 
c. 1770 

(Sotheby’s Auction House) 



Silver 
Posset Pots



Silver Spout Cup Posset Pot 
by John Dixwell of Boston (Suffolk), Massachusetts  c. 1698 - 1725 

(Winterthur) 



Silver Spout Cup Posset Pot 
by John Edwards of Boston (Suffolk), Massachusetts  c.1710 - 1725 

(Winterthur) 



Silver Spout Cup Posset Pot 
by John Edwards of Boston (Suffolk), Massachusetts  c.1710 - 1725 

(Winterthur) 



Wood 
Posset Cups



English Sycamore Posset Cup and Cover 
c. 1680 

(Christie’s Auction House)



English Posset Cup 
c. 1620 

(Christie’s Auction House)



Posset  
Recipes



A Receipt for all young Ladies that are going to be Married.  
To Make a SACK-POSSET. 

From famed Barbados on the Western Main 
Fetch sugar half a pound; fetch sack from Spain 
A pint; and from the Eastern Indian Coast 
Nutmeg, the glory of our Northern toast. 
O’er flaming coals together let them heat 
Till the all-conquering sack dissolves the sweet. 
O’er such another fire set eggs, twice ten, 
New born from crowing cock and speckled hen; 
Stir them with steady hand, and conscience pricking 
To see the untimely fate of twenty chicken. 
From shining shelf take down your brazen skillet, 
A quart of milk from gentle cow will fill it. 
When boiled and cooked, put milk and sack to egg, 
Unite them firmly like the triple League. 
Then covered close, together let them dwell 
Till Miss twice sings: You must not kiss and tell. 
Each lad and lass snatch up their murdering spoon, 
And fall on fiercely like a starved dragoon. 

  Sir Fleetwood Fletcher(?), New York Gazette, February 13, 1744



Wooden 
Wassail Bowls



Lignum Vitae Wassail Bowl 
Owned by Arthur Chichester, Brought from Devon to Ulster in 1599 

(Ulster Museum, Botanic Gardens, Belfast)



Lignum Vitae Wassail Stand, Candlesticks Bowl & Cups 
c. 640 - 1680 

(Victoria & Albert)



Lignum Vitae Wassail Stand, Candlesticks Bowl & Cups 
c. 640 - 1680 

(Victoria & Albert)



Lignum Vitae Wassail Bowl 
Dated  1685



English Lignum Vitae Wassail Bowl and Cover 
Late 17th Century 

(Christie’s)



Two English Lignum Vitae Wassail Bowls with Covers 
Late 17th Century 

(Christie’s)



English Lignum Vitae Wassail Bowl and Cover 
c. 1680 

(Christie’s)



English Lignum Vitae Wassail Bowl 
Early 18th Century 

(Christie’s)



English Lignum Vitae Wassail Bowl & Cover 
Early 18th Century 

(Christie’s)



English Silver Mounted Lignum Vitae Wassail Bowl  
c. 1720 

(Christie’s)



American Lignum Vitae Wassail Bowl from New Jersey 
1727 

(Winterthur)



Lead Glazed 
Earthenware 

Wassail Bowls



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Wassail Bowl from Wilshire 
Dated  14/12/1682 

(Victoria & Albert)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Wassail Bowl from Wilshire 
Dated  14/12/1682 

(Victoria & Albert)



Lead Glazed Earthenware Wassail Bowl & Cover from Wiltshire 
Dated 1702 

(Victoria & Albert)
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Thank you! 

- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center 


