18th Century Material Culture:
Engineering, Surveying, Drafting,
& Cartography - Part 1







Brass Compass & Dividers
Used by Samuel Lane of Stratham, New Hampshire c. 1747
(New Hampshire Historical Society)




Drafting Set in Shagreen Case
18th Century
(Sharpsburg Arsenal)
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Drafting Set in Shagreen Case
18th Century
(Sharpsburg Arsenal)




Drafting Set in Shagreen Case
18th Century
(Sharpsburg Arsenal)
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Drafting Set in Shagreen Case
18th Century
(Sharpsburg Arsenal)



Drafting Set in Shagreen Case
18th Century
(Sharpsburg Arsenal)




Drafting Set in Shagreen Case
18th Century
(Sharpsburg Arsenal)



Drafting Set in Shagreen Case
18th Century
(Sharpsburg Arsenal)




Drafting Set in Shagreen Case
18th Century
(Sharpsburg Arsenal)




Drafting Instrument Set in a Green Shagreen Case
18th Century
(Guilford Courthouse National Military Park)



Atues

)
Y I"':' 3
'
s
rlv ey
s

English Drafting Instruments in a Shagreen Case
by John Dolland c.. 1755-1760
(Metropolitan Museum of Arts)




English Pocket Drafting Set

18th Century
(Fleaglass.com)
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glish Pocket Drafting Set

En

18th Century
(Fleaglass.com)



English Pocket Drafting Set

18th Century
(Fleaglass.com)



‘.Cﬂ.'.'
- uQOQO
®

" Ay

-

English Pocket Drafting Set

18th Century

(Fle

.com)
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English Pocket Drafting Set
18th Century
(Fleaglass.com)




English Pocket Drafting Set
18th Century
(Fleaglass.com)




English Silver Drafting Instruments
by Edmund Culpeper
"EEdm. Culpeper Londini Fecit"

C. 1725 - 1750
(‘Tesseract - Early Scientific Instruments)

Edm (‘»ul,w[wr Londini Fectt
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English Silver Drafting Instruments

by Edmund Culpeper

RIEGI=l=l=]=l=]=] "EEdm. Culpeper Londini Fecit"
B3 -iﬁ""
(‘Tesseract - Early Scientific Instruments)
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German Drafting Instrument Set

C. 1750
(Fleaglass.com)




German Drafting Instrument Set

C. 1750
(Fleaglass.com)
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German Drafting Instrument Set

C. 1750
(Fleaglass.com)



German Drafting Instrument Set

C. 1750
(Fleaglass.com)







Furopean Wrought Iron Dividers
Late 17th - 18th Century
(‘Tesseract - Early Scientific Instruments)



Proportional Dividers marked “AE”
17th Century
(Fleaglass.com)




German Proportional Dividers
c. 1780
(Fleaglass.com)




I'rench Proportional Dividers

DIEBOLT & FAHILMER a Strasbourg
[Late 18th Century
(Fleaglass.com)




Surveyor’s Divider
18th Century
(National Park Service)




Recreated Continental Engineers
(Department of the Geographer to the Army 1777 - 1783)







Surveyor’s Protractor
18th Century




Brass Protactor signed “FFahlmer&Diebolt a Strasbourg”
Mid 18th Century
(Fleaglass.com)




Brass Protactor signed "Au Griffon, Quai de I'Horloge A Paris"
[ate 18th Century
(Fleaglass.com)




Recreated Continental ingineers
(Department of the Geographer to the Army 1777 - 1783)



German Nurenberg Protractor with "T'ransversal Interpolation

C. 1725 - 1750
(‘Tesseract - Early Scientific Instruments)



German Nurenberg Protractor with "T'ransversal Interpolation

C. 1725 - 1750
(‘Tesseract - Early Scientific Instruments)







,_.:."..—_.___.—':."—_.—-._._“_.—[_._.:J:_:
[‘ bt . I 5
RBCHCS I 10 !

=L

D
.

English Cleric’s Three Fold Silver Linear [Logarithmic Rule
C. 1700
(‘Tesseract - Early Scientific Instruments)
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English Cleric’s Three Fold Silver Linear Logarithmic Rule
C. 1700
(‘Tesseract - Farly Scientific Instruments)
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English Cleric’s Three Fold Silver Linear Logarithmic Rule
C. 1700
(‘Tesseract - Farly Scientific Instruments)



"\

18 skeet tov/ 2sle i

l

l

e ot | {

| ! ! { I l ! l pemd e G D Y i i e ——_

L j_;_'__;,_,:’_‘J_,_a__}_[,_._,_ S
1 ] 0] 2 b =1 === = ==

‘ ! '
| ‘._'_.I___J.__ e e el e et ] el | et [ i i) st

A.u_o-__J_I.._.I.J__?’_I__l__l_]__,’ ___4__1 Al 7 A |
) | ’ J

——d e |

!

516§Stamte Mea{we

>

English Surveyor's Boxwood Three Arm Conversion Rule
First Half 18th Century
(‘Tesseract - Early Scientific Instruments)
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“T'he DESCRIPTITON and use of the SECTOR”
LLondon 1624
(Smithsonian)



French Brass Sector Rule
Signed Butterfield, Paris c. 1680-1724




English Surveyor’s Boxwood Three Arm Conversion Rule
Iirst Half 18th Century
(‘Tesseract - Farly Scientific Instruments)




English Surveyor's Boxwood Three Arm Conversion Rule
First Half 18th Century
(‘Tesseract - Farly Scientific Instruments)




Brass Scale Rule by Thomas Harman
Dated 1758
(Bonhams - William H. Guthman Collection)




Brass Rule by Dolland of I.ondon
c. 18th - Early 1g9th Century
(Bonhams - William H. Guthman Collection)
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Silver Surveyor’s Scale
by William Collier of I.ondon 1720




Demy Pied de Roy signed “Butterfield a Paris”
[ate 17th Century
(Fleaglass.com)




French Sector signed “Meurand a Paris”
18th Century
(Fleaglass.com)




Recreated Continental ingineers
(Department of the Geographer to the Army 1777 - 1783)



Surveyor’s Instruments of Parallel Rules, Ruling Pen, and Sector
18th Century
(National Park Service)







Shagreen Case of Quill Pens
[ate 18th Century
(Private Collection)




Shagreen Case of Quill Pens
[ate 18th Century
(Private Collection)




Shagreen Case of Quill Pens
[ate 18th Century
(Private Collection)



Shagreen Case of Quill Pens
[ate 18th Century
(Private Collection)
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Pen Knife with Ruler
18th Century
(Guilford Courthouse National Military Park)




Steel & Tortoise Shell Pen Knife
18th Century
(Guilford Courthouse National Military Park)
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British Officer’s Traveling Writing Box
18th Century
(Bonhams - William H. Guthman Collection)



Traveling Writing Box
18th Century
(Bonhams - William H. Guthman Collection)




English Fruitwood Pounce Pot

C. 1720
(Christie’s Auction House)



English Lignum Vitac Pounce Pot
C. 1750
(Christie’s Auction House)



English Pencil Holder
[ate 18th Century
(Fleaglass.com)




French Pencil Holder & Drawing Instrument
[ate 18th Century
(Fleaglass.com)







1749 Hand Drawn and Colored Plate by 17 Year Old George Washington
140 Acres of Land in Virginia
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George Washington Plat of a Survey for John Lindsey
223 Acres of LLand in Frederick Co., Virginia 1750



1747 School Book - George Washington
“A Plan of Major - Washington’s Turnip Field”
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1749 Survey by George Washington




Recreated Continental Engineers
(Department of the Geographer to the Army 1777 - 1783)




Recreated Continental Engineers
(Department of the Geographer to the Army 1777 - 1783)
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Mahogany Watercolor Paint Box by Thomas Reeves & Sons, .ondon,

C. 1790
(Mount Vernon)
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“THE FIELD ENGINEER”
by M. le Chevalier de Clairac, Dublin 1758

Owned by Brigadier General Simon Frasier who was Killed at the Battle of Bemis Heights, October 7, 1777
(A.A. Yale)
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Recreated Continental Engineers
(Department of the Geographer to the Army 1777 - 1783)
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The 18th Century Material Resource Center greatly acknowledges our friends in the Recreated

Department of the Geographer (1777 - 1783) for their many contributions to this edition. FFor
more information on 18th Century Engineering, Drafting and Surveying, please contact these
extremely knowledgable historians at:  www.armygeographer.org



http://www.armygeographer.org
http://www.armygeographer.org

"The material contained within these slideshows is presented for educational purposes only. The
18th Century Material Culture Resource Center does not personally own any of the items
depicted herein and is indebted to the countless museums, libraries, and private collectors who
willingly share their collections with the public through the internet.  Every attempt has been

made to credit these organizations and individuals for their contributions as best as possible.

If there is a question you have regarding a particular item featured within a presentation, please
contact the 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center and we will try to answer your
inquiry as best as possible. If for any reason you feel there is any item that should not be
presented here, or if there is an error in any listing, or if you know the source for any item whose
credit is unknown, please inform us and we will make sure your concern is addressed as soon as
possible.

"Thank you!

- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center




