18th Century Material Culture
Robes & Gowns







English Linen & Silk Robe a1'Anglaise
C. 1725- 1750
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




English Linen & Silk Robe a1'Anglaise
C. 1725- 1750
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




English Robe a I'Anglaise
C. 1740 - 1760
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



English Robe a I'Anglaise

C. 1770 - 1775
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




English Silk Robe a I'Anglaise
c. 1765
(Costume Museum of Canada)



French Robe a I'Anglaise
c. 1765
(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Robe a1'Anglaise
c. 1765
(LACMA)




English Robe a1'Anglaise
c. 1765
(LACMA)



English Robe a1'Anglaise
c. 1765
(LACMA)



Open Robe a I'Anglaise
c. 1785




French Robe al'Anglaise

C. 1750 - 1775
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




Irish Silk Robe aI'Anglaise

c. 1780
(National Museums Northern Ireland)






Silk Robe a la Francaise

C. 1740
(Stibbert Museum)




Irench Linen with Wool Embroidery Robe a la Francaise

C. 1750
(LACMA)



English Silk Robe a la francaise

C. 1745 - 1750
(Mint Museum)




French Robe a la Francaise

C. 1750 - 1775
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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French Robe a la Francaise

Mid 18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




Robe a .a Francaise
c. 1760
(Kyoto Institute)



English Silk Robe a la Francaise

C. 1750
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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English Silk Robe a la Francaise

C. 1750
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




1760
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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Silk Robe a la Francaise

c. 1760 - 1770
(Modemuseum im Schloss [.udwigsburg)
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Silk Robe ala Francaise
C. 1760 - 1780

VAR
ML
N
o
&
-
Q
P
=
~
c
<
i)
—_
@)

Q.

O
o
i)
D]
—
~

N




Plaid Silk Robe a Ia francaise
C. 1765
(Whitaker Auctions)




Silk Robe a la francaise
C. 1765
(Whitaker Auctions)




Silk Robe a la francaise
c. 1705
("The Kyoto Costume Institute)



Silk Robe a la francaise
C. 1760 - 1780
(Philadelphia Museum of Art)




Robe a la francaise

C. 1775

(LACMA)



Robe a la francaise
c. 1780
(Kyoto Costume Institute)



http://www.kci.or.jp/archives/digital_archives/detail_27_e.html
http://www.kci.or.jp/archives/digital_archives/detail_27_e.html

English Overdress or Robe a la Francaise with Petticoat - Brocaded Silk
c. 1780 - 1785
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



French Robe a la Francaise

C. 1775
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Robe ala Francaise

C. 1770 - 1780
(Mint Museum)



French Robe a la Francaise

c. 1778 - 1785
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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(Metropolitan Museum of Art)







What s a robe a 1a polonaise?

Robe a la polonaise is a style of gown that debuts around 1776 and is
denoted not only by the fact that it's looped up in the back (which to
complicate matters some of them aren’t) but more importantly its
cut-away front - a precursor to the zone gowns of the 179os.

Having skirts of any gown polonaised is when the skirts of any open
gown are looped up in two places in the back, segmenting the skirts
into sections. When polonaised, skirts could be looped up with
ribbon pulling up sections (like the image above), hidden loops in
the inside of the skirts, or buttons on the outside. It is similar to the
style of retrouss¢ dans les poches, where peasant women would lift
their skirts through the pocket slits, making the skirts gather up
along the hips.

Description courtesy: Mantua-Making

(http://mantuamaker.tumblr.com/post/218330597/What-is-a-robe-a-la-
polonaise-anyway-robe-a-la)



http://mantuamaker.tumblr.com/post/218330597/what-is-a-robe-a-la-polonaise-anyway-robe-a-la
http://mantuamaker.tumblr.com/post/218330597/what-is-a-robe-a-la-polonaise-anyway-robe-a-la
http://mantuamaker.tumblr.com/post/218330597/what-is-a-robe-a-la-polonaise-anyway-robe-a-la
http://mantuamaker.tumblr.com/post/218330597/what-is-a-robe-a-la-polonaise-anyway-robe-a-la

French Robe a la Francaise Dressed a la Polonaise

C. 1750 - 1775
(Mint Museum)




French Fashion Plate - Robe a la Polonaise

17708



French Fashion Plate - Robe a la Polonaise

17708



American Silk Robe a la Polonaise

c. 1780
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



AnAmerican Silk Robe a la Polonaise (I eft) and a Pet-en-1'air Jacket (Right)

c. 1780
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




American Silk Robe a la Polonaise

c. 1776 -1780
(Smithsonian Institute)



Cotton Robe a la Polonaise

C. 1770 - 1780
(National Trust)
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English Silk Robe a la Polonaise

c. 1780
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Linen Robe a la Polonaise with Gold Embroidery
c. 1780
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Silk Robe a la Polonaise

c. 1780
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




Robe ala Polonaise

c. 1780
(Kulturen)
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French Fashion Plate - Robe ala Circassienne
17708



dun

French Fashion Plate - Circassienne
1778






English Brocaded Silk Taffeta Gown

C. 1743 - I750
(Museum of [.ondon)



English Brocaded Silk Gown

C. 1775 - 1785
(Colonial Williamsburg)



English Silk Damask Gown

C. 1740
(Colonial Williamsburg)




Philadelphia Brown Silk "T'abby Weave Gown
C. 1760 - 1780
(Colonial Williamsburg)




English or European Floral Striped Polonaise Gown
c. 1780
(Colonial Williamsburg)




English Back Gown
c. 1780
(LACMA)




French Painted Chinese Silk Gown

C. 1770
(Colonial Williamsburg)



English Printed Cotton Gown

c. 1780
(Colonial Williamsburg)



English Silk Needlework on Cotton Gown

c. 1780
(Colonial Williamsburg)



English Robe & Petticoat

c. 1765 - 1770
(Victoria & Albert Museum)




English Gown
C. 1740 - 1749, altered c. 1780
(Victoria & Albert Museum)
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(Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




Silk Gown
C. 1760 - 1770
(Kyoto Costume Insititute)



Gown with Matching Shoes

c. 1760

(Bunka Gakuen Co

seum)

stume Mu



English Open Robe Dress or Mantua

C. 1746 - 1750
(Museum of [.ondon)



English Overdress

C. 1750
9



White Silk Satin Open Robe Dress

C. 1751 - 1755
(Museum of L.ondon)



Court Dress Worn by Mrs. Ann Fanshawe

C. 1752 - 1753
(Museum of [.ondon)



Reworked 1735 Gown Worn by MARY WATERS
of Salem, Massachusetts at Her Marriage to Anthony Sigourney of Boston in 1763
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)




English Embroidered Silk Sack Back Gown
C. 1750 - 1760
(Mint Museum)



Silk Jacket & Petticoat
C. 1765
(Kyoto Institute)



English Silk & Linen Gown
c. 1760 - 1769
(Victoria & Albert Museum)




English Silk & Linen Gown
c. 1760 - 1769
(Victoria & Albert Museum)




Hand Drawn & Painted Cotton Chintz Caraco & Petticoat

C. 1770
(Victoria & Albert Museum)



French Robe Tetroussee dans les poches
c. 1780
(Kyoto Institute)



Robe a [Langlaise
C. 1780
(Kyoto Institute)



English Overdress of Indian Export Chintz - Painted and Resist- Dyed Cotton Tabby

c. 1780
(Patricia Harris Gallery of Textiles & Costume)
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C. 1775
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




French Silk Gown

C. 1760 - 1770
(Colonial Williamsburg)




Wedding Ensemble
Worn by Miss Jane Bailey on the day of her marriage to James Wickham, 1780

(Chertsey Museum)




American Stays & Quilted Petticoat
and Half 18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Damask Gown

C. 1780
(Colonial Williamsburg)
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Damask Gown
c. 1780
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Madame la comtesse de Belsunce
by Louis Carrogis 1775







English Printed Cotton Short Gown

C. 1775 - 1815
(Colonial Williamsburg)



"The material contained within these slideshows is presented for educational purposes only. The
18th Century Material Culture Resource Center does not personally own any of the items
depicted herein and is indebted to the countless museums, libraries, and private collectors who
willingly share their collections with the public through the internet.  Every attempt has been

made to credit these organizations and individuals for their contributions as best as possible.

If there is a question you have regarding a particular item featured within a presentation, please
contact the 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center and we will try to answer your
inquiry as best as possible. If for any reason you feel there is any item that should not be
presented here, or if there is an error in any listing, or if you know the source for any item whose
credit is unknown, please inform us and we will make sure your concern is addressed as soon as
possible.

"Thank you!

- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center




