
18th Century Material Culture 
Fire Fighting



The Great Fire
of 

London  1666



The Great Fire of London, with Ludgate and Old St. Paul's
by unknown  c. 1670

(Yale Center for British Art)



The Great Fire of London from Essex Stairs
by unknown  c. 1666

(Museum of London)



(An Inaccurate View of the) The Great Fire of London
Derived from a missing Oil by Jan Griffier the Elder  c. 1675

(Museum of London)



The  Great Fire of London, 1666
after Jan Griffier the Elder  c. 1675

(Museum of London)



The  Great Fire of London, 1666
by the Dutch School  c. 1666

(Museum of London)



Charred Bricks 
From the Cellar Floor of a Shop on Pudding Lane Burnt Down during the Great Fire of London in 1666

(Museum of London)



Charred Barrel Staves used to hold Nautical Waterproofing Pitch
From the Cellar of a Shop on Pudding Lane Burnt Down during the Great Fire of London in 1666

(Museum of London)



Burnt and Melted Pottery Shards
From the Cellar of a Shop on Pudding Lane Burnt Down during the Great Fire of London in 1666

(Museum of London)



Charred Tin Glazed Floor Tiles
From the Cellar of a Shop on Pudding Lane Burnt Down during the Great Fire of London in 1666

(Museum of London)



Burnt and Melted Pottery Shards
From the Cellar of a Shop on Pudding Lane Burnt Down during the Great Fire of London in 1666

(Museum of London)



Burnt and Melted Pottery Jar
From the Cellar of a Shop on Pudding Lane Burnt Down during the Great Fire of London in 1666

(Museum of London)



Fragments of Melted and Buckled Window Glass
From the Cellar of a Shop on Pudding Lane Burnt Down during the Great Fire of London in 1666

(Museum of London)



The Diary of Samuel Pepys 
4 September 1666 

”I took up a piece of glasse in the streete, where much 
more was, so melted and buckled with the heat of the 
fire”

“also did see a poor cat taken out of a hole in the 
chimney the hair all burned off the body, and yet alive”



Fire Court Judges Table - Clifford’s Inn
Used by Sir Matthew Hall (Hale) & other Judges to determine Property Disputes after the Great Fire of 1666

c, 1660
(Museum of London)



London Gazette Printed at the Opening of the Fire
3 September  1666

(Museum of London)



“His Majesty’s DECLARATION To His City of LONDON...”
13 September  1666

(Museum of London)



German Newspaper Broadsheet on the Great Fire of London
c. 1666

(Museum of London)



“Reasons humbly offered to The Parliament, for the Abatement of the Proportion of the Assessment...”
(Discussing the loss of goods & houses and the money required to Rebuild London after the Great Fire)  c. 

1666 - 1676
(Museum of London)



“AN  ACT For Preventing and Suppressing FIRES within the City of London, and LIBERTIES thereof”
1668

(Museum of London)



“A True and Faithful Account...”
1667

(Museum of London)



Leaflet  “FIRE  OF  LONDON”
1666

(Museum of London)



“ANNUS  MIRABILIS  The Year of WONDERS”
1667

(Museum of London)



Proclamation by King Charles 
26 September, 1668

(Museum of London)



Broadsheet:  “An Enquiry...”
c. 1681

(Museum of London)



Platte Grandt dr Verbrande stadt London
c. 1666

(Museum of London)



“THE  BURNING  OF  LONDON  IN  THE  YEAR  1666”
by Samuel Rolle  1667
(Museum of London)



“THE  BURNING  OF  LONDON  IN  THE  YEAR  1666”
by Samuel Rolle  1667
(Museum of London)



Letter from Thomas Smith to his Friend, Daniel Fleming, Telling Him the News of the Great Fire
1666

(Museum of London)



Proclamation Reviewing New Housing Regulations after the Great Fire
1667

(Museum of London)



Great Fire Receipt
1766

(Museum of London)



Act of Parliament for the Additional Rebuilding of the City of London
1670

(Museum of London)



Engraved Slab Erected in 1681
Blames the Great Fire on the “Barbarous Papists”

Removed in 1830
(Museum of London)



“A Plan of the City of London, after the Great Fire in the year of our Lord 1666”
by John Evelyn (top) and Christopher Wren  1748

(Museum of London)



Sir Christopher Wren’s Proposal to Rebuild the City of London
Late 17th Century

(The British Museum)



“A Proposals of a New Model for Rebuilding the City of London”
1750

(The British Museum)



Great Fire
of

1762



The Great Fire of 1762



William Hogarth
The Times Plate 3,  1763



“View of Part of London... in the Dreadful Fire”
1770

(British Museum)



Great Fire 
of

New York  1776



THE  TERRIBLE  FIRE  OF  NEW  YORK 1776
by Francois Xav. Habermann  1776

(New York Public Library)



THE  TERRIBLE  FIRE  OF  NEW  YORK 1776
by Francois Xav. Habermann  1776

(New York Public Library)



“Representation du feu terrible a Nouvelle Yorck”
by André Basse  1776
(Library of Congress)



Map of New York Showing the Area Destroyed by the Great Fire
by Bernard Ratzen, engraved by Thomas Kitchin   1776

(New York Public Library)



British Army Proclamation
23 September   1776

(New York University Library)



Fire!



“View of the TEMPORARY BRIDGE of London on Fire in the Night of April 11th 1758”
by John Cooke  1775

(The British Museum)



“ A  WEST  VIEW of LONDON BRIDGE, shewing the Chasms occasion'd by the burning of the Temporary Bridge...”
c. 1758 - 1770

(The British Museum)



“John Bulls house in flames....”
London, E. Sumpter   1763
(Lewis Walpole Library)



“A View of the Fire in Covent Garden the 20 of March 1769, done by a Neighbour”
by Sarah Sledge  1769

(The British Museum)



“The Mob destroying & Setting Fire to the KINGS BENCH PRISON & House of Correction in St Georges Fields”
by British School  c. 1780 - 1785

(The British Museum)



Peregrine Rescuing Emila from the Inn Fire
by Thomas Rowlandson  c. 1786

(The Manton Collection of British Art)



Peregrine Rescuing Emila from the Inn Fire
by Thomas Rowlandson  c. 1786



Peregrine Rescuing Emila from the Inn Fire
by Thomas Rowlandson  c. 1786



Peregrine Rescuing Emila from the Inn Fire
by Thomas Rowlandson  c. 1786



Peregrine Rescuing Emila from the Inn Fire
by Thomas Rowlandson  c. 1786



Peregrine Rescuing Emila from the Inn Fire
by Thomas Rowlandson  c. 1786



Fire Laws



A Law passed by a Special General Court of Massachusetts November 7, 1683
(Boston Fire Historical Society)



Fire 
Societies & Companies



The 1724 Agreement of Citizens of Boston to create a Mutual Fire Society
(Boston Fire Historical Society)



Association and Articles of Agreement of the Sun Fire Society in Boston, 1765
(Boston Fire Historical Society)



Hand - In - Hand Fire Company of New York Certificate 1753
(New York Public Library)



Hand - In - Hand Fire Company of New York Certificate 1753
(New York Public Library)



York Fire-Club of Boston Rules 
Boston, May 1, 1760



“Rules and Orders Agreed to be Observed by a Mutual Society, instituted at Boston, the Fourth Day of January, A.D. 1764”
(Skinner)



Masonic Fire Relief  Society of Boston Meeting Notice
Engraved by Paul Revere 1782



Fire Insurance



Insurance Rates Document for the “Fire Office”
Established by Nicholas Barbon.  Date of Rates - 1698

(Museum of London)



Insurance Policy Certificate of the “Fire Office”
Established (and signed) by Nicholas Barbon.  Date of policy: 1682

(Museum of London)



Insurance Certificate for Part of Montagu House
London, England, 12 May 1769

(The British Museum)



Insurance Certificate for Part of Montagu House
London, England, 12 May 1769

(The British Museum)



Handbill for the Sun Fire Office Insurance (Founded 1710)
December 31, 1719

(Royal College of Art)



“SUN  FIRE  OFFICE  INSURANCE”  (Founded 1710)
c. 1735

(Kathryn and Shelby Cullom Davis Library)



“SUN  FIRE  OFFICE”
c. Mid 18th Century

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Fire 
Insurance Marks



Earliest Known Fire Mark of the Friendly Society Founded in 1684
Incorporates Elements from the Coat of Arms of William Hale, One of the Society’s Directors

(Cabinet Magazine)



Cast Iron Fire Mark
“F A” for Fire Association

(Private Collection)



Friendly Insurance Society of Edinburgh  Fire Marks
Relating to Policy Number 1760 issued about 1772

(New York City Fire Museum & Roy Addis, British Fire Marks)



The Manchester Fire Assurance Company
c. 1771 - 1788

(Roy Addis, British Fire Marks)



Leeds Fire Office
c. 1777 - 1782

(Roy Addis, British Fire Marks)



Phoenix Insurance Company of Ireland
c. 1777

(Roy Addis, British Fire Marks)



Westminster Insurance  Fire Mark of Lead
c. 1717 - 1750

(Museum of London)



Westminster Insurance  Fire Mark of Lead
c. 1717 - 1750

(Roy Addis, British Fire Marks)



London Assurance Fire Mark
c. 1720 - 1800

(Roy Addis, British Fire Marks)



London Assurance Fire Mark
c. 1720 - 1800

(Roy Addis, British Fire Marks)



Newcastle Upon Tyne Fire Mark
c. 1783 - 1800

(Roy Addis, British Fire Marks)



Newcastle Upon Tyne Fire Mark
Late 18th - Early 19th Century

(Roy Addis, British Fire Marks)



Hand - In - Hand Fire Office  Fire Mark
1758

(Museum of London)



Union Assurance Society Fire Mark
c. 1714 - 1800

(Roy Addis, British Fire Marks)



“RETAIL TRADERS NOT AFFECT BY THE SHOP TAX”
1787



“RETAIL TRADERS NOT AFFECT BY THE SHOP TAX”
1787



Royal Exchange Insurance Fire Marks
c. 1720 - 1800

(Roy Addis, British Fire Marks)



London Insurance Fire Marker
18th Century

(Norfolk England Museum)



Sun Fire Office Insurance Mark of Lead
Mid 18th Century

(Christie’s Auction House)



Sun Fire Office Insurance Mark of Lead
Relating to Policy no. 350271 issued to “Jane Trollope of the Parish of St Giles’s in Oxford” on 25  February 1775

(St. Giles, Oxford)





Sun Fire Office Insurance Mark of Lead
Issued to Richard Rogers, a Bacon Curer & Cheesemonger on 30 March, 1796

Queen Street, Portsea, Hampshire



Fire Mark of the Philadelphia Contributionship
by John  Stow  1752 - 1753 

(National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution)



Fire Mark of the Philadelphia Contributionship 
No. 1906

Made by Joseph Rakestraw  c. 1775
(The Philadelphia Contributionship Digital Archives)



Fire Mark of the Philadelphia Contributionship 
Late 18th Century

(The Philadelphia Contributionship Digital Archives)



Fire Sermons



The Announcement of a Sermon by Cotton Mather, D.D., on the Fire of October 2-3, 1711
(Boston Fire Historical Society)



The announcement of a sermon by Thomas Prentice, A.M.,
on the Province Courthouse/Town House Fire of December 9, 1747

(Boston Fire Historical Society)



The Announcement of a Sermon by Jonathan Mayhew, D.D. on the Fire of March 20, 1760
(Boston Fire Historical Society)



A/Sermon,/Preached at St. Paul’s New York September 22 1776 / Being the first Sunday /
after the English Churches were opened/on General Howe’s taking Possession of the 

Town/and the Day subsequent to the Attempt to destroy New York/by Fire
By the Reverend Mr. O’Beirne

(Trinity Church)



Fire Buckets



English  Fire  Bucket
Found on the Site of the New Fresh Wharf at the End of Pudding Lane, London  c. 1660 - 1666

(Museum of London)



English  Fire  Bucket
17th Century

(Museum of London)



THE  TERRIBLE  FIRE  OF  NEW  YORK



Fire  Bucket
18th Century

(Science & Society)



Fire  Bucket  1736  (Restored)



English Fire Buckets
Dated 1752

(Jonny Williamson)



Fire  Buckets  Dated  1757



Fire Bucket of John Rowe, Boston Selectman
1760

(Boston Fire Historical Society)



Fire Bucket of Loyalist Peter Johonnot
1760

(New England Historic Genealogical Society)



Fire  Bucket  of  the  “Dernier  Resort  Fire  Society”  of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts
1761

(Skinner Auction House)



Fire Bucket    "J. Stone  1775"
(Michaans Auction House)



Fire Buckets “H. Coffin 1776”
Newburyport, Massachusetts

(Christie’s Auction House)



Fire Bucket
 "All hands / No.2./ Hoa"      "Z- Titcomb/ 1776"

(Winterthur)



English Fire Bucket
18th Century

(Osterley Park and House, London)



Fire Buckets of William Donnison  “No. 1” & “No. 2”
1782



Fire Bucket    "NO2/S-FREEMAN/1783"
Likely Samuel Freeman (1731 - 1813) of Portland, Maine

(Maine Historical Society)



Fire Bucket
“D. Johnson   1784”
(Private Collection)



Fire Bucket   
 “1788"

(Brandweer Edam-Volendam)



English  Fire  Bucket
Late 18th Century

(Clinton Howell Antiques)



Fire  Bucket
Library Company of Philadelphia  c. late 18th - early 19th Century

(Minnesota Historical Society)



Fire Bucket
Property of G. Manent (F. Fire Society)   1789

(Private Collection)



Fire Bucket from Portsmouth, New Hampshire
Property of G.K. Haswell (F. Fire Society) 1789

(Pook & Pook)



Fire Buckets & Fire Bags
Property of W. E. Marvin F. F. S. (F. Fire Society) 1789 (Likely Early 19th Century)

(Private Collection)



Trade Card of Thomas Dobson
London, Mid 18th Century

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Fire Bags



Linen  Fire  Bag  (26”  x  44 1/2 “ )
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire  1761

(Skinner Auction House)



Linen  Fire  Bag  (26”  x  44 1/2 “ )
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire  1761

(Skinner Auction House)



Linen  Fire  Bag  (26”  x  44 1/2 “ )
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire  1761

(Skinner Auction House)



Detail - Peregrine Rescuing Emila from the Inn Fire
by Thomas Rowlandson  c. 1786



Fire Helmets



Leather Fireman Helmet 
Marked “BB” and “GB” Signifying the Parishes of St. Botolph and St. George Billinsgate

Late 17th Century
(Museum of London)



Leather Fireman Helmet
18th Century

(Museum of the City of New York)



Fire
Extinguishers / “Squirts”



Bronze Two Man Fire “Squirt” from Aldgate Ward
Dipped into Water Buckets

c. 1672
(Museum of London)



Two Man Fire “Squirt”
Dipped into Water Buckets

c. 1687
(Museum of London)



Two Man Fire “Squirt”
Dipped into Water Buckets

c. 1687
(Museum of London)



Trade Card for Thomas Cooke
18th Century

(The British Museum)



Fire Hooks



Fire Hook
17th Century

(Museum of London)



Fire Engines



Trade Card for John Oates, Water - Ingineer to the Honourable City of Dublin
1711

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card 1670
John Keeling of Blackfriars

(Museum of London)



English: Model of 17th-century Fire engine of John Keeling of Blackfriars, on display in the Museum of London.



Fire Engine made by John Keeling of Blackfriars in 1678
(Wheels and Arms of the Pump are Missing)

(Museum of London)



Interior View: Fire Engine made by John Keeling of Blackfriars in 1678
(Wheels and Arms of the Pump are Missing)

(Museum of London)



“ENGINE for extinguishing Fires”
by Thomas Jefferys, From the Dictionary of Arts & Sciences   W. Owen, Homer's Head, London   1764

(Pastpages.co.uk)



“ENGINE for extinguishing Fires”
by Thomas Jefferys, From the Dictionary of Arts & Sciences   W. Owen, Homer's Head, London   1764

(Pastpages.co.uk)



John Bristow - ENGINE MAKER of Ratcliff Highway, London
by Larking



A Perspective View of pat of the Ruins of the late dreadful Fire which happened in Cronhill, on March 25. 1748.
John Bristow, Engine-Maker  1770

(The British Museum)



A Perspective View of pat of the Ruins of the late dreadful Fire which happened in Cronhill, on March 25. 1748.
John Bristow, Engine-Maker  1770

(The British Museum)



John Bristow - ENGINE MAKER of Ratcliff Highway, London



 John Bristow Fire Engine
c. 1730 -  1760

(Bicester Historic Society)



18th  Century  Fire  Engine



Fire  Engine
1743



18th  Century  Fire  Engine



Richard Newsham’s Fire Engine
Mid 18th Century

(Dewitt Wallace Decorative Arts Museum)



Firemen at Work, 1733



John Broadbent (Late of King Street, Westminster) now of Piccadilly,  ENGINE MAKER
London, England  1749



John Broadbent (Late of King Street, Westminster) now of Piccadilly,  ENGINE MAKER
London, England  1749



An Unissued Warning Card from the Hancock Engine Company in Boston during the 1770's
(Boston Fire Historical Society)



“Arrival of the Fire Engine”
by Thomas Rowlandson  c. Late 18th - Early 19th Century

(Yale Center for British Art)



Bill for a Fire Engine for Hoare’s Bank from Newsham & Ragg, Engineers
To Sir Richard Hoare



Miscellaneous



Trade Card for Joseph Cooper, Fire Escape and Rope Maker
18th Century

(The British Museum)



Transfer Ware Pitcher
Late 18th Century



Transfer Ware Pitcher
Late 18th Century



Transfer Ware Pitcher
Late 18th Century



Transfer Ware Pitcher
Late 18th Century



Transfer Ware Pitcher
Late 18th Century
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