
18th Century Material Culture  
Firewood & Coal



“Fire” 
by Robert Sayer after Phillipe Mrtcier   c, 1736 - 1775 

(The British Museum)



Firewood



Firewood Peddler 
by Anne Claude Philippe de Tubières, Comte de Caylus after Edme Bouchardon   1746 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Firewood Gathering 
by George Morland   Late 18th Century 

(Bonhams)



Firewood Gathering 
by George Morland   Late 18th Century 

(Bonhams)



A Firewood Peddler Recreated 
(Colonial Williamsburg - Interpretation by James Goucher - Photograph Courtesy Tom Apple)



Coal



A Dutch Peasant with a Coal Scuttle 
by Frederick de Wit after Pieter Jansz. Quast   c. 1640 - 1652 (Published 1648 - 1706) 

(The British Museum)



  “Small Coal” 
From The Cryes of the City of London Drawne after the Life after Louis Phillipe Boltard   c. 1688 - 1800 

(The British Museum)



 London Cries: "Small Coal or Brushes" 
Paul Sandby  c. 1759 

(Yale Center for British Art)



“Thomas Britton the famous Musical Small-coal Man” 
by John Simon after John Woolaston, Published by Philip Overton   c. 1736 - 1742 

(The British Museum)



Detail of a Coal Box: “Thomas Britton the famous Musical Small-coal Man” 
by John Simon after John Woolaston, Published by Philip Overton   c. 1736 - 1742 

(The British Museum)



“OEconomic Rustique, Charbon de Bois.” 
The Encyclopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert   1763 

(University of Michigan)



“OEconomic Rustique, Charbon de Bois.” 
The Encyclopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert   1763 

(University of Michigan)



“OEconomic Rustique, Charbon de Bois.” 
The Encyclopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert   1763 

(University of Michigan)



“THOS.  BRITTON,  the Musical Small-coal Man” 
London   1777 

(The British Museum)



“THOS.  BRITTON,  the Musical Small-coal Man” 
London   1777 

(Victoria & Albert)



“THOMAS  BRITTON  SMALL  COAL  MAN” 
by J. Woolaston, Engraved by Grignion   c. 1780 

(Victoria & Albert)



“THOMAS  BRITTON  A Small - Coal- man.” 
by John Hinton after John Wollaston   c. 1750 - 1780 

(The British Museum)



“THOMAS  BRITTON  A Small - Coal- man.” 
by John Hinton after John Wollaston   c. 1760 

(Victoria & Albert)



“Lord Dimple & his Man, in the Coal Pit” 
London  1776 

(The British Museum)



“Lord Dimple & his Man, in the Coal Pit” 
London  1776 

(The British Museum)



Trade card of Philip Fruchard, Coal Merchant 
London    c. 1720 - 1760 
(The British Museum)



Trade Card 
18th Century 

(Bishopsgate Institute)



Trade Card for Gerald Wynox, Coal Merchant and Beer Seller  
c. 1750 - 1760 

(The British Museum)



“PORCIE” 
by Louis Surugue after Jacques Cortin   c. 1700 - 1762 

(The British Museum)



Detail of Hot Coals in a Pot or Urn:  “PORCIE” 
by Louis Surugue after Jacques Cortin   c. 1700 - 1762 

(The British Museum)



“The Quere? which will give the best heat to a British Constitution Pitt, Newcastle, or a Scotch coal” 
by S. Butler   1760 

(The British Museum)



“We are all a comeing or Scotch Coal for ever” 
by George Townshend   c. 1761 

(The British Museum)



“We are all Come or Scotch Coal burns longer than Pitt or Newcastle Coal” 
by George Townshend   c. 1762 

(The British Museum)



“The Political Coal-Heavers” 
1769 

(The British Museum)



“THE  COLE  HEAVERS.” 
London 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“THE  COLE - HEAVERS.” 
by James Gillray, Published by William Humphrey   1783 

(The British Museum)



(Fox and Pitt as a Collier and a Fuller) 
London   1784 

(The British Museum)



“THE  SAD  AND  DARK  EFFECTS  OF  THE  TAXES  OF1784” 
by S. Sparrow   1784 

(The British Museum)



Tin Oil Lamp Used in Coal Mining 
Late 18th - Early 19th Century 

(Pontyprid Museum)



“NIGHT, Boy blowing Charcoal” 
by Robert Sayer   c. 1746 - 1766 

(The British Museum)
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Thank you! 

- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center 


