
18th Century Material Culture  
Markets & Fairs



Markets



Proclamation on Markets 
September 1666 (During the Great Fire) 

(Museum of London)



A Procession of Dutch Merchants Going to Market 
by Jan Van De Velde II   c. 1615 - 1641 

(The British Museum) 



A Durch Market 
by Jan Van De Velde II   c. 1615 - 1641 

(The British Museum) 



A Durch Market 
by Jan Van De Velde II   c. 1615 - 1641 

(The British Museum) 



A Durch Market 
by Jan Van De Velde II   c. 1615 - 1641 

(The British Museum) 



“Market Scene on the Buitenhof in The Hague” 
by Pieter Serwouters   1628 

(The British Museum) 



“Market Scene on the Buitenhof in The Hague” 
by Pieter Serwouters   1628 

(The British Museum) 



A Dutch Harbourside (Fish) Market 
17th Century 

(The British Museum) 



A French Harbourside (Fish) Market 
by Albert Flamen   c. 1648 - 1664 

(The British Museum) 



A French Market 
After Charles Nicholas Cochin   c. 1730 - 1790 

(The British Museum)



“Covent Garden Market” 
by Balthazar Nebot   1737 

(Tate Gallery) 



“Covent Garden Market” 
by Balthazar Nebot   1737 

(Tate Gallery) 



“A Perspective Draught of Pembroke Market-House” 
by Richard Evans   1760 

(The British Library)



“The Statue of King Charles ye 2d at Stocks Market / London Described” 
by Sutton Nicholls   c. 1720 - 1730 

(The British Museum)



“A View of Stocks Market in the year 1738” 
by Henry Fletcher, Published by John Boydell   1753 

(The British Museum)



The Market at Covent Garden 
by Sutton Nicholls, Published by John Bowles   c. 1720 - 1730 

(The British Museum)



The Market at Covent Garden 
by Pieter Angillis  1762 

(Yale Center for British Art)



The Market at Covent Garden 
c. 1750 - 1780 

(The British Museum)



Market Scene at Night 
Paul Sandby  c. 1755 

(Royal Academy of Arts, London)



“A  FRUIT  MARKET.” 
by Richard Earlman, Published by John Boydell   1775 

(The British Museum)



“A  HERB  MARKET.” 
by Richard Earlman, Published by John Boydell   1779 

(The British Museum)



A Linen Market in the West Indies 
by Agostino Brunias, Italian. Active in Britain (1758 - 1770; 1777 - 1780s) 

(Yale Center for British Art)



A Linen Market in the West Indies 
by Agostino Brunias, Italian. Active in Britain (1758 - 1770; 1777 - 1780s) 

(Yale Center for British Art)



“Die Wallfahrt nach Französisch-Buchholz”  / “The Pilgrimage to French Bucholz” 
by Daniel Chodowiecki   1775 

(Public Domain)



“ 
“The Fish Market” 

by Balthasar Beschey of Antwerp, Belgium  (1708 – 1776) 
(Costermans)



“ 
“The Fish Market” 

by Balthasar Beschey of Antwerp, Belgium  (1708 – 1776) 
(Costermans)



“ 
“La Commedia dell’Arte” 

by Balthasar Beschey of Antwerp, Belgium  (1708 – 1776) 
(Costermans)



A Cattle Market in Town 
by Thomas Rowlandson   c. 1780 - 1800 

(The British Museum)



A Meat Market 
by Paul Sandby 

(The British Museum)



“Old Billingsgate on Market Day” 
by Thomas Rowlandson   Late 18th Century 

(The British Museum)



Fairs



A Flemish Fair 
by “SVGH”  17th Century 

(The British Museum)



Bartholomew Fair, Covent Garden 
c. 1721 

(Yale Center for British Art)



Bartholomew Fair, Covent Garden 
c. 1721 

(Yale Center for British Art)



“A Horse Fair” 
by Philibert Benoît de La Rue    c. 1725 

(The British Museum)



Southwark Fair 
by William Hogarth   1733 

(Public Domain)



Southwark Fair 
by William Hogarth   1733 

(Yale Center for British Art)



Southwark Fair 
by William Hogarth   1733 

(Yale Center for British Art)



“Les marchands de chevaux” 
by John Moyreau   c. 1733 - 1734 

(The British Museum)



“Les marchands de chevaux” 
by John Moyreau   c. 1733 - 1734 

(The British Museum)



“THE  CHEVALIERS  MARKET,  OR  HIGHLAND  FAIR.” 
1745 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“THE  CHEVALIERS  MARKET,  OR  HIGHLAND  FAIR.” 
1745 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“Great Britain's Union; Or Litchfield Races Transpos'd.” 
1748 

(The British Museum)



“Great Britain's Union; Or Litchfield Races Transpos'd.” 
1748 

(The British Museum)



“ An Holland smock to be run for by any woman born in this county : the best woman in three heats” 
by Robert Sayer after John Collet  1770 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“ An Holland smock to be run for by any woman born in this county : the best woman in three heats” 
by Robert Sayer after John Collet  1770 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



The Fair at Cheltenham 
by Edward Eyre   1775 

(Yale Center for British Art)



The Fair at Cheltenham 
by Edward Eyre   1775 

(Yale Center for British Art)



La Fête à Saint-Cloud 
by by Jean-Honoré Fragonard   c. 1775 - 1780 

(Paris, Banque de France)



La Fête à Saint-Cloud 
by by Jean-Honoré Fragonard   c. 1775 - 1780 

(Paris, Banque de France)



“POT  FAIR. CAMBRIDGE.” 
by James Bretherton  1777 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



“POT  FAIR. CAMBRIDGE.” 
by James Bretherton  1777 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



“Pot Fair. Cambridge” 
by James Bretherton, After Henry William Bunbury    1777 

(The British Museum)



“Palmerston Fair I” 
by Francis Wheatly   1782 

(The Huntington)



"An encampment Drawn Novr. 1784 by James Malton.” 
by James Melton   1784 
(The British Museum)



"An encampment Drawn Novr. 1784 by James Malton.” 
by James Melton   1784 
(The British Museum)



“Palmerston Fair II” 
by Francis Wheatly   1782 

(The Huntington)



Donnybrook Fair  1782 
by Francis Wheatley  1782 

(Yale Center for British Art)



Donnybrook Fair  1782 
by Francis Wheatley  1782 

(Yale Center for British Art)



Donnybrook Fair  1782 
by Francis Wheatley  1782 

(Yale Center for British Art)



Donnybrook Fair  1782 
by Francis Wheatley  1782 

(Yale Center for British Art)



Donnybrook Fair  1782 
by Francis Wheatley  1782 

(Yale Center for British Art)



Donnybrook Fair  1782 
by Francis Wheatley  1782 

(Yale Center for British Art)



Donnybrook Fair  1788 
by Francis Wheatley  1788 

(Yale Center for British Art)



“Group of Gypsies” 
After Francis Wheatly’s “Palmerston Fair”   1782 

(University of Michigan Museum of Art)



“Group of Gypsies” 
After Francis Wheatly’s “Palmerston Fair”   1782 

(University of Michigan Museum of Art)



““WINTER AMUSEMENT,  A View near Hyde Park from the Sluce at the East End” 
by Eyde, published by Robert Sayer after Julius Caesar Ibbetson  1787 

(The British Museum)



““WINTER AMUSEMENT,  A View near Hyde Park from the Sluce at the East End” 
by Eyde, published by Robert Sayer after Julius Caesar Ibbetson  1787 

(The British Museum)



Frost Fair 
on the  

River Thames



“THE  GREAT  FROST…” 
For Henry Gosson   1608 

(Houghton Library, Harvard University)



Frost Fair on the Thames 
Unknown Artist   17th Century 

(Yale Center for British Art)



Frost Fair on the Thames 
Unknown Artist   17th Century 

(Yale Center for British Art)



“The Frozen Thames 1677” 
by Abraham Hondius   1677 

(Museum of London)



The Frost Fair on the River Thames 
by Abraham Hondius   c. 1684 

(Museum of London)



The Frost Fair on the River Thames 
by Abraham Hondius   c. 1684 

(Museum of London)



“Wonders on the Deep; OR, The most Exact Description of the FROZEN  RIVER  OF  THAMES” 
by P. Booksby   1684 
(The British Library)



“Wonders on the Deep; OR, The most Exact Description of the FROZEN  RIVER  OF  THAMES” 
by P. Booksby   1684 
(The British Library)



“Wonders on the Deep; OR, The most Exact Description of the FROZEN  RIVER  OF  THAMES” 
c. 1683 - 1684 

(The British Library)



Song-Sheet for a Ballad with Music and Verse; Printed on the Thames During the 1683 - 1684 Frost Fair 
by Robert Melbourne    1683 

(The British Library)



“A  TRUE  DESCRIPTION  OF  BLANKET  Fair upon the River Thames, in the time of the great Frost” 
Published by H. Burgis    1683 

(The British Library)



“A  TRUE  DESCRIPTION  OF  BLANKET  Fair upon the River Thames, in the time of the great Frost” 
Published by H. Burgis    1683 

(The British Library)



“An Exact and Lively Mapp or Representation of Booths and all the varieties of showes and humours upon the Ice on the River of Thames by London” 
by William Warter   1684 

(The British Library)



Ticket from the 1684 Frost Fair on the Thames 
1684 

(Public Domain)



Ticket from the 1684 Frost Fair on the Thames 
1684 

(Reed Collection)



“Erra Paters Prophesy or Frost Faire 1684/3” 
by James Norris   1684 
(The British Library)



King Charles II Printed on the Thames River During the Frost Fair 
by John Seddon   1684 
(The British Library)



Glass & Silver Mug Engraved in One of the “Toy Booths” on “Temple” Street at the Frost Fair of 1684 
1684 

(Victoria & Albert)



Ticket from the 1715 Frost Fair on the Thames 
1715 

(The British Museum)



“FROST  FAYRE” 
by John Bowles   1716 

(The British Museum)



Ticket from the 1739 - 1740 Frost Fair on the Thames 
1739 

(The British Museum)



Ticket from the 1739 - 1740 Frost Fair on the Thames 
1739 

(Public Domain)



Ticket from the 1739 - 1740 Frost Fair on the Thames 
1739 

(The Ephemera Society)



“FROST  FAIR” 
Published by Edward Ryland   1740 

(The British Museum)



“The VIEW of FROST  FAIR” 
1740 

(The British Library)



“An exact Draught of Frost Fairon the River Thames as it appear'd from White Hall Stairs in the year 1740” 
by George Foster   1740 

(The British Library)



View of a Frost Fair on the Thames, Taken from the site of Westminster Bridge 
1740 

(The British Museum)



 “ The Thames Frozen Over, near the Tower of London”  
by Samuel Collings  c. 1788 - 1789 

(The British Museum)



 “ The Thames Frozen Over, near the Tower of London”  
by Samuel Collings  c. 1788 - 1789 

(The British Museum)



 “ The Thames Frozen Over, near the Tower of London”  
by Samuel Collings  c. 1788 - 1789 

(The British Museum)



 “ The Thames Frozen Over, near the Tower of London”  
by Samuel Collings  c. 1788 - 1789 

(The British Museum)



Ordinaries



Ordinaries 

“Public Ordinary” 
by William Austin  1780 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



HOB



“THE  HUMOURS  OF  HOB  AT  THE  COUNTRY  WAKE  IN  THE  OPERA  OF  FLORA" 
by Robert Sayer after John Laguerre   c. 1760 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



"HOB Surprised by St. Thomas with Mr. Friendly’s Letter. Plate II" 
by Robert Sayer after John Laguerre   c. 1760 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



"HOB’s PETITION to St. Thomas to be saved from the Well. Plate III" 
by Robert Sayer after John Laguerre   c. 1760 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



"HOB Drawn out of the Well by his Father & Mother. Plate IV" 
by Robert Sayer after John Laguerre   c. 1760 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



"HOB Welcomes Mr. Friendley to the WAKE. Plate V" 
by Robert Sayer after John Laguerre   c. 1760 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



"HOB Welcomes Mr. Friendley to the WAKE. Plate V" 
by Robert Sayer after John Laguerre   c. 1760 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



"FRIENDLY as a Ballad Singer at Ye Country Wake. Plate 6" 
by Robert Sayer after John Laguerre   c. 1760 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



"HOB Continues Dancing in Spite of his Father. Plate 7" 
by Robert Sayer after John Laguerre   c. 1760 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



"HOB Triumphs over St. Thomas. Plate 8" 
by Robert Sayer after John Laguerre   c. 1760 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



"HOB Triumphs over St. Thomas. Plate 8" 
by Robert Sayer after John Laguerre   c. 1760 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Shops



Grocer’s Shop in an Alcove 
by Willem van Mieris  c. 1732 

(Private Collection)



"The idle 'prentice stealing from his mother" 
William Hogarth’s “Industry and Idleness”  1747 

(The British Museum)



View in Covent Garden 
Unattributed (But Looks Like Paul Sandby to Me)   c. 1750 - 1800 

(The British Museum)



View in Covent Garden 
Unattributed (But Looks Like Paul Sandby to Me)   c. 1750 - 1800 

(The British Museum)



Boston Gazette Advertisement for Samuel Minott 
1772 

(Public Domain)



Clipping From the Boston News-Letter 
1773 

(Public Domain)
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- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center 


