
18th Century Material Culture  
Utility & Clasp Knives



Utility  
Knives



American Hunting  / Work Knife found during I-95 Road Work in Philadelphia  
Tooled Leather Scabbard Dated “ano 1758” 

(Image - Don Troiani)



Wood & Steel Knife 
18th Century 

(Rochester Museum)



Steel Knife Blades Excavated at Fort Ligonier 
18th Century 

(Rochester Museum)



"The Poulterer" 
by Frans van Mieris the Younger   1743 

(Sotheby’s)



Spanish Knife Details: Still Life with Figs & Bread / Still Life of Cucumbers 
Luis Melendez  (Spain)  c. 1770



Still Life with Bread, Butter and Cheese 
by George Smith 1754

http://siftingthepast.com/2012/05/16/still-life-with-bread-butter-and-cheese-smith-1754/
http://siftingthepast.com/2012/05/16/still-life-with-bread-butter-and-cheese-smith-1754/


Spanish Knife Detail: Still Life with Rabbit  
by Anne Vallayer-Coster (1744 - 1818) 

http://siftingthepast.com/2012/05/16/still-life-with-bread-butter-and-cheese-smith-1754/
http://siftingthepast.com/2012/05/16/still-life-with-bread-butter-and-cheese-smith-1754/
http://siftingthepast.com/2012/05/16/still-life-with-bread-butter-and-cheese-smith-1754/


Spanish Knife Detail: Still Life with Stag Beetle 
by George Flegel   1635

http://siftingthepast.com/2012/05/16/still-life-with-bread-butter-and-cheese-smith-1754/
http://siftingthepast.com/2012/05/16/still-life-with-bread-butter-and-cheese-smith-1754/
http://siftingthepast.com/2012/05/16/still-life-with-bread-butter-and-cheese-smith-1754/


“The Dutch Cook Maid” 
by James Watson after Gabriel Metsu  c. 1740 - 1790 

(The British Museum)



“L'Art du Coutelier”  
Jean Jacques Perret  

1771











































Clasp  
Knives



European Boxwood & Steel Clasp Knife 
c. 1680 

(Victoria & Albert)



French Tortoise Shell, Silver & Steel Clasp Knife 
Dated 1705 

(Victoria & Albert)



European Bone & Steel Clasp Knife 
2nd Half 18th Century 

(McCord Museum)



European Bone & Steel Clasp Knife 
2nd Half 18th Century 

(McCord Museum)



French Bone & Steel Clasp Knife Likely Rehandled with Antler 
c. 1740 - 1760 
(Mackinack)



Bone & Steel Clasp Knife 
18th Century 

(Fort Ticonderoga)



Bone & Steel Clasp Knife 
18th Century 

(Private Collection - Courtesy Chris Fox)



English Bone & Steel Clasp Knives 
Sheffield  c. 1750 - 1800 

(Colonial Williamsburg)



English Bone & Steel Clasp Knife 
c. 1750 - 1800 

(Private Collection)



Clasp Knife Used by Andrew Bull of Litchfield, Connecticut, During the American War for Independence  
c. 1750 - 1780 

(Litchfield Historical Society)



Clasp Knives Recovered from Stony Point, New York 
c. 1779 - 1781 

(Stony Point State Park - Photograph Courtesy Coleman Adamec)



Clasp Knife Recovered from Fort Ticonderoga, New York 
Mid 18th Century 

(Fort Ticonderoga)



Pocket Knife 
Recovered from the Print Shop of Jonas & Catherine Green  

Located in the Back Yard of the Jonas and Catherine Green House at 124 Charles Street, Annapolis, Maryland 
c. 1765 - 1770 

(University of Maryland, Banneker-Douglass Museum & Historic Annapolis Foundation)



Clasp Knife with Bone Handle Found at Fort Stanwix 
c. 1758 - 1784 

(Fort Stanwix)



English Clasp Trade Knife with Stag Horn Handle Found at the Shawnee Village, Logan Co., Ohio 
c. 1778 - 1786 

(Greg Shipley)



Clasp Knives Excavated at Fort Montgomery, Along the Hudson Highlands of New York 
c. 1750 - 1777 

(Fisher, Charles L., ed.; "The Most Advantageous Situation in the Highlands: An Archaeological Study of Fort Montgomery State Historic Site." New York State Museum. Cultural Resources Survey Program Series No 2., New York State Museum. State Education Department. Albany, New York. 2004)



Bone & Steel Clasp Knife 
18th Century 
(Monticello)



Bone & Steel Clasp Knife 
18th Century 

(Conoy Town, Pennsylvania)



Bone & Steel Clasp Knife Recovered at Grandes-Bergeronnes, Quebec 
18th Century 

(Grandes-Bergeronnes, Quebec)



Bone & Steel Clasp Knives 
18th Century 

(Chota)



Clasp Knife Recovered from the 1785 Wreck of the General Carleton of Whitby 
c. 1785 

(From: “The General Carleton Shipwreck 1785”  Wrak Statku - Polish Maritime Museum)



Clasp Knife Recovered from the 1785 Wreck of the General Carleton of Whitby 
c. 1785 

(From: “The General Carleton Shipwreck 1785”  Wrak Statku - Polish Maritime Museum)



Clasp Knife Recovered from the 1785 Wreck of the General Carleton of Whitby 
c. 1785 

(From: “The General Carleton Shipwreck 1785”  Wrak Statku - Polish Maritime Museum)



Clasp Knives Recovered from the 1785 Wreck of the General Carleton of Whitby 
c. 1785 

(From: “The General Carleton Shipwreck 1785”  Wrak Statku - Polish Maritime Museum)



Clasp Knife Recovered from the 1785 Wreck of the General Carleton of Whitby 
c. 1785 

(From: “The General Carleton Shipwreck 1785”  Wrak Statku - Polish Maritime Museum)



French Knife Recovered from Fortress Louisbourg 
a la Dauphine Blade with Beechwood Handle 

c. 1732 - 1740 
(Parks Canada, Fortress Louisbourg) 

(From “French Knives in North America: Part I” by Kevin Gélinas & Ken Hamilton)



French Knife Recovered from Fortress Louisbourg 
a la Dauphine Blade with Beechwood Handle 

Partial Letter “AN / CO” Possibly for Jean Javod or Jacob, Knife Maker at Saint - Etienne   c. 1737 
(Parks Canada, Fortress Louisbourg) 

(From “French Knives in North America: Part I” by Kevin Gélinas & Ken Hamilton)



French Knives Recovered from Fort Beausejour in New Bruswick, Canada 
a la Dauphine Blade with Wood Handles 

c. 1750 - 1751 
(Parks Canada) 

(From “French Knives in North America: Part I” by Kevin Gélinas & Ken Hamilton)



French Knives Recovered from Fort Beausejour in New Bruswick, Canada 
a la Dauphine Blade with Wood Handles 

c. 1750 - 1751 
(Parks Canada) 

(From “French Knives in North America: Part I” by Kevin Gélinas & Ken Hamilton)



Straight Wood (Likely Boxwood) Handles from a One Pin Folding Knife from the Wreck of the Marchault 
c. 1760 

(Parks Canada, LHN de la Bataille-dela-Ristigouche.) 
(From “French Knives in North America: Part I” by Kevin Gélinas & Ken Hamilton)



Probable French Folding Knife of the One Pin Construction with Siamois - Type Blade & Beechwood Handle 
c. Mid 18th Century 

(Private Collection, Canada) 
(From “French Knives in North America: Part II” by Kevin Gélinas & Ken Hamilton)



French Siamois Knife with Pointed Blade Found at Fort Ticonderoga 
c. Mid 18th Century 
(Fort Ticonderoga) 

(From “French Knives in North America: Part II” by Kevin Gélinas & Ken Hamilton)



French Folding Knife Mounted with a Horn Handle Shaped Like a Dog  
Blade Marked “A. FELI / LE.IEVN” - A St. Etienne - Based Cutler 

c. 1720 - 1750 
(Private Collection) 

(From “French Knives in North America: Part II” by Kevin Gélinas & Ken Hamilton)



Spanish Horn, Brass & Steel Clasp Knife 
18th Century 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Bone and Horn Knives 
18th - Early 19th Century 
(Estate of Tom Wnuck)



“Le Buveur Suisse” (The Swiss Drinker) 
by Gaspar Gresly  c. 1740 

((Bensecon, Musee des Beaux - Arts et d’ Archeologie)



“Le Buveur Suisse” (The Swiss Drinker) 
by Gaspar Gresly  c. 1740 

((Bensecon, Musee des Beaux - Arts et d’ Archeologie)



Wood, Brass and Steel Clasp Knife 
18th Century 

(Private Collection)



Commemorative Folding Knife 
Mid 18th Century



Commemorative Folding Knife



Commemorative Folding Knife 
1753



Commemorative Folding Knife 
Mid 18th Century



Commemorative Folding Knife 
Mid 18th Century



Commemorative Folding Knife 
Mid 18th Century



Commemorative Folding Knives 
Mid 18th Century 

(Fort Edward)



Knife Sellers



Peddler of Knives, Scissors, and Combs 
by Anne Claude Philippe de Tubières, Comte de Caylus after Edme Bouchardon   1742 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Knife Grinders



German Knife Grinder 
by Jonas Umbach  17th Century 

(Harvard Art Museums)



German Knife Grinder 
by Christian Wilhelm Ernst Dietrich  (1712 - 1774) 

(Harvard Art Museums)



Knife Sharpener 
by Anne Claude Philippe de Tubières, Comte de Caylus after Edme Bouchardon   1742 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



“St. JAMES’s: IN OCTOBER , THE K---AT H---, MDCCL.” 
by T. Fox  1750 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“St. JAMES’s: IN OCTOBER , THE K---AT H---, MDCCL.” 
by T. Fox  1750 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Winsor: The Henry VII Gateway 
by Paul Sandby 

(Royal Collection)



Winsor: The Henry VII Gateway 
by Paul Sandby 

(Royal Collection)



Knife Sharpener 
Date and Artist Unknown



Knife Grinder 
(The Library of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Gdansk)



Knife Sharpener 
Date and Artist Unknown



French Knife Grinder Automation 
c. 1780 

(The Bowes Museum)



“LE - GAGNE -  PETIT  (Employment)  POISSON  SALE” 
by Boyne & Walker (London)  1787 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Knife Grinder 
byJean Baptiste Bernard Coclers  c. 1756 - 1800 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“A Travelling Knife - Grinder at a Cottage Door” 
by Thomas Rowlandson  1787 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Acknowledgements

The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center gratefully acknowledges Jim 
Mullins for his guidance and generosity in sharing his “cutting edge” research on 18th 
century knives.  It is through friends like Jim that these slideshows can be made possible.



Acknowledgements

The material contained within these slideshows is presented for educational purposes only.  The 
18th Century Material Culture Resource Center does not personally own any of the items 
depicted herein and is indebted to the countless museums, libraries, and private collectors who 
willingly share their collections with the public through the internet.   Every attempt has been 
made to credit these organizations and individuals for their contributions as best as possible. 

If there is a question you have regarding a particular item featured within a presentation, please 
contact the 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center and we will try to answer your 
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Thank you! 

- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center 


