
18th Century Material Culture  
Shoe Buckles



17th Century 
Shoe Buckles



Buckle Types 
c. 1660 - 1720 

(From: Gentlemen of Fortune)



Buckle Types 
c. 1660 - 1720 

(From: Gentlemen of Fortune)



English Silver Utility or Shoe Buckle from Newport / Isle of Wright 
Late 17th Century 

(UK Detector Finds Database)



Buckle Types 
c. 1660 - 1720 

(NetMarshall)



Buckle Types 
c. 1660 - 1720 

(NetMarshall)



Buckle Types 
c. 1660 - 1720 

(From: Gentlemen of Fortune)



European Enameled Gold Shoe Buckles 
c. 1666 - 1699  

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



Gold 
Shoe Buckles



American Gold & Steel Shoe Buckle from Philadelphia 
c. 1760 - 1770 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



Silver 
Shoe Buckles



Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1760 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



American Silver Shoe Buckles marked “P D” 
c. 1730 - 1775 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles 
Mid - Late 18th Century 

(LACMA)



English Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1760 - 1785 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



American Silver & Brass Shoe Buckles 
c. 1770 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



English or American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles 
18th Century 

(Private Collection)



American Silver Shoe Buckles from Boston, Massachusetts 
by Zachariah Brigden  c. 1770 - 1787 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles Likely from Boston, Massachusetts 
Mid 18th Century 

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles from Philadelphia 
by Philip Syng, Jr.   c. 1783 - 1785 
(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles from Philadelphia 
by Philip Syng, Jr.   c. 1783 - 1785 
(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckle from Philadelphia 
by Richard Humphreys   c. 1774 - 1780 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckle from Philadelphia 
by Richard Humphreys   c. 1774 - 1780 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckle from Philadelphia 
by William Mannerback  c. 1785 - 1790 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Silver Shoe Buckles from Philadelphia 
by Joseph and Nathaniel Richardson   c. 1780 - 1790 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles from Philadelphia 
c. 1780 - 1790 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Silver Shoe Buckles from Philadelphia 
by Joseph and Nathaniel Richardson   c. 1780 - 1790 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



English Silver Shoe Buckles 
by John Faux   c. 1773 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles 
Mid - Late 18th Century 

(Cooper Hewitt)



French Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles 
18th Century 

(Theberge Collection)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckle 
c. 1770 - 1790 

(Historic New England)



English Silver & Steel Shoe Buckle from Birmingham 
c. 1780 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Silver & Steel Shoe Buckle 
c. 1770 - 1784 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Silver & Steel Shoe Buckle 
c. Late 18th Century 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English or American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1775 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles from New York 
by Adrian Bancker   c. 1723 - 1770 

(Winterthur)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles from New York 
by Adrian Bancker   c. 1723 - 1770 

(Winterthur)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles from New York 
by Adrian Bancker   c. 1723 - 1770 

(Winterthur)



English Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



English Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1770 - 1790 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles 
Late 18th Century 
(Cooper Hewitt)



American Silver Shoe Buckle 
c. 1770 - 1780 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckle 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



“Silver” (Pewter???) & Steel Shoe Buckle 
18th Century 

(Five Colleges and Historic Deerfield Museum Consortium)



American Silver Shoe Buckles 
c. 1770 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Black Enameled Silver & Steel Mourning Shoe Buckles 
Late 18th Century 

(LACMA)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckle 
18th Century 

(Five Colleges and Historic Deerfield Museum Consortium)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckle 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckle from Philadelphia 
by Peter David   c. 1740 - 1755 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckle from Philadelphia 
by Peter David   c. 1740 - 1755 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



French Silver & Steel Shoe Buckle from Paris 
by Claude H-N Souchet   18th Century 

(Winterthur)



French Silver & Steel Shoe Buckle from Paris 
by Claude H-N Souchet   18th Century 

(Winterthur)



American Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles from Philadelphia 
by Joseph Shoemaker   c. 1780 - 1810 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



Silver & Steel Shoe & Knee Buckles 
c. 1750 - 1790 

(Antiques by Bubbleking)



Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1790 - 1800 

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



English Silver & Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1770 - 1780 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Jeweled 
Shoe Buckles



English Silver, Steel, Diamond & Sapphire Shoe Buckles 
c. 1750  

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



Paste 
Shoe Buckles



Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckle 
18th Century 

(Five Colleges and Historic Deerfield Museum Consortium)



English Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles  
c. 1775 - 1790 

(Historic New England)



Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles  
c. 1780 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



English “Metal” & Paste Shoe Buckle 
Late 18th Century 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



“Metal” & Paste Shoe Buckle 
Late 18th Century 

(Private Collection)



English Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles 
c. 1770 

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



French Paste Shoe Buckles Given by Benjamin Franklin to His Daughter, Sally 
c. 1755 - 1765 

(New York Historical Society)



Silver & Paste  Shoe  Buckles



American Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



English Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles  
c. 1770 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



English Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles  in a Shagreen Box 
c. 1760 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles 
c. 1760 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



American Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles 
Late 18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



English Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles Made in London 
by James Sutton, Active until 1793, and James Bult   1783 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckle 
c. 1790 

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



“Metal” & Paste Shoe Buckle 
Late 18th Century 

(Private Collection)



Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles 
c. 1760 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



Silverplate on Copper, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckle 
c. 1775 - 1810 

(Winterthur)



Silverplate on Copper, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckle 
c. 1775 - 1810 

(Winterthur)



English Silver, Copper & Paste Shoe Buckles  in a Black Shagreen Box 
c. 1740 - 1780 

(Historic New England)



English Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles  in a Shagreen Box 
c. 1770 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



American Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles from Philadelphia 
by Joseph Anthony, Jr.   c. 1783 - 1790 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles from Philadelphia 
by Joseph Anthony, Jr.   c. 1783 - 1790 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



English Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles  
Worn by Prudence Jenkins of Providence, Rhode Island on Her Wedding to Dr. John Chace, 12 December,. 1770 

(Historic New England)



English Silver & Paste Shoe Buckle 
c. 1770 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English or American Silver & Paste Shoe Buckles 
c. 1750 - 1775 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



English Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles Made in London 
by James Sutton, Active until 1793, and James Bult   1783 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles from Philadelphia 
by Joseph Anthony, Jr.   c. 1783 - 1790 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles 
c. 1770 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



English Silver, Copper & Paste Shoe Buckles  in a Black Shagreen Box 
c. 1740 - 1780 

(Historic New England)



American Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckle Worn by John Warren, M.D., of Boston, Massachusetts 
c. 1750 - 1799 

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



English Silver & Paste Shoe Buckles 
c. 1780 - 1785 
(LACMA)



American Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles from Philadelphia 
c. 1790 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



English Enameled Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles 
c. 1780 

(Peter Cameron Antique Silver)



English Enameled Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles 
c. 1780 

(Peter Cameron Antique Silver)



“Metal” & Paste Shoe Buckle 
Late 18th Century 

(Private Collection)



English Silver & Paste Shoe Buckle 
c. 1770 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Silver & Paste Shoe Buckle 
c. 1780 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



American Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckle 
c. 1760 - 1770 

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



English Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckle 
c. 1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Silver, Steel, Paste & Marasites Shoe Buckle 
c. 1770 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



White Metal, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles 
18th Century 

(Private Collection)



American White Metal, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles 
c. 1760 - 1785 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles 
Mid - Late 18th Century 

(Cooper Hewitt)



Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles 
Mid - Late 18th Century 

(Cooper Hewitt)



European Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckle 
c. 1770 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckle 
c. 1760 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



English or French Silver, Steel & Paste Shoe Buckles 
c. 1740 - 1760 

(Five Colleges and Historic Deerfield Museum Consortium)



Brass & Copper 
Shoe Buckles



English Shoe Buckle Found in the River Thames, London 
Early 18th Century 
(London Mudlark)



Brass Shoe Buckle 
c. 1750 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



Silver on Brass or Copper Shoe Buckle 
18th Century 

(Five Colleges and Historic Deerfield Museum Consortium)



Shoe Buckle & Shoe Top Quarters Found in the River Thames, London 
c. 1775 - 1800 

(London Mudlark)



Shoe Buckle & Shoe Top Quarters Found in the River Thames, London 
c. 1775 - 1800 

(London Mudlark)



English Black Japanned Brass & Steel Mourning Buckle 
Made to Commemorate the Death of Queen Caroline, Consort of George I   1737 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



American Brass & Steel Shoe Buckles 
Early 18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Brass & Steel Shoe Buckles 
Late 18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



Brass Shoe Buckle 
c. 1750 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



Brass Shoe Buckle 
c. 1750 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



Brass Shoe Buckle 
c. 1750 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



Brass & Steel Shoe Buckles 
by  “PARKES'S"   c. 1750 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



American Brass & Steel Shoe Buckle 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Silver Faced Brass & Steel Shoe Buckle 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



English Stamped Gold on Brass and Steel Shoe Buckle 
c. 1777 - 1780 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



Brass & Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1760 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



Brass & Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1770 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



Brass Shoe Buckles 
c. 1750 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



English Silver Plated Brass & Steel Shoe Buckles 
Late 18th Century 

(Los Angeles County Museum of Art)



American Silver Plate on Brass Shoe Buckles 
c. 1760 -1785 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Silver on Brass or Copper & Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1775 - 1800 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Silver on Brass or Copper Shoe Buckle 
Late 18th Century - Early 19th Century 

(Five Colleges and Historic Deerfield Museum Consortium)



Pewter  
Shoe Buckles



American Pewter & Steel Shoe Buckle 
c. 1775 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



American Pewter & Steel Shoe Buckle 
c. 1750 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



American Pewter & Steel Shoe Buckle 
Late 18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Pewter & Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1770 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



American Pewter & Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1775 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



American Pewter & Steel Shoe Buckle 
Late 18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Pewter & Steel Shoe Buckle 
Late 18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Pewter & Steel Shoe Buckle 
Late 18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Pewter & Steel Shoe Buckle 
c. 1750 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



Pewter & Steel Shoe Buckles 
Late 18th Century - Early 19th Century 

(Five Colleges and Historic Deerfield Museum Consortium)



Lead  
Shoe Buckles



American “Lead”  & Steel Shoe Buckle 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American “Lead”  & Steel Shoe Buckle 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American “Lead”  & Steel Shoe Buckle 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American “Lead”  & Steel Shoe Buckles 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American “Lead”  & Steel Shoe Buckle 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American “Lead”  & Steel Shoe Buckles 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American “Lead”  & Steel Shoe Buckle 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American “Lead”  & Steel Shoe Buckle 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American “Lead”  & Steel Shoe Buckles 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American “Lead”  & Brass Shoe Buckles 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American “Lead”  & Steel Shoe Buckles 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



Steel & Iron  
Shoe Buckles



American Steel Shoe Buckle 
Late 18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Steel Shoe Buckle 
Late 18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Steel Shoe Buckle 
Late 18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Steel Shoe Buckle 
Late 18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Steel Shoe Buckles 
Late 18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



American Steel Shoe Buckles 
18th Century 

(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



Steel Shoe Buckle 
18th Century 

(Private Collection)



Steel & Brass Shoe Buckles 
18th Century 

(Five Colleges and Historic Deerfield Museum Consortium)



French Iron Shoe Buckle Recovered at Crown Point, NewYork 
Mid 18th Century 

(Crown Point Historic Park)



English Steel Shoe Buckles Decorated with Silver Foil 
c. 1777 - 1780 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1770 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1770 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



Steel Shoe Buckles (Top Center Pewter & Steel) 
c. 1770 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1750 - 1790 

(Historic New England)



English or American Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1775 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



English or American Steel Shoe Buckles 
c. 1775 - 1800 

(Historic New England)



Steel (?) Shoe Buckles 
Late 18th Century 
(Cooper Hewitt)



Porcelain & Earthenware 
Shoe Buckles



English Porcelain & Steel Shoe Buckles from Derby 
by William Dunesbury & Co.   c. 1780 

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



Steel & White Porcelain Shoe Buckles 
Late 18th Century - Early 19th Century 

(Five Colleges and Historic Deerfield Museum Consortium)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware & Steel Shoe Buckle from Staffordshire 
c. 1740 - 1760 
(Winterthur)



Excavated 
Shoe Buckles



Shoe Buckles Recovered from the Wreck of the General Carleton 
1785 

(Polish Maritime Museum)



Shoe Buckles Recovered from the Wreck of the General Carleton 
1785 

(Polish Maritime Museum)



Shoe Buckles Recovered from the Wreck of the General Carleton 
1785 

(Polish Maritime Museum)



Shoe Buckles Recovered from the Wreck of the General Carleton 
1785 

(Polish Maritime Museum)



Shoe Buckles Recovered from the Wreck of the General Carleton 
1785 

(Polish Maritime Museum)



Shoe Buckles Recovered from the Wreck of the General Carleton 
1785 

(Polish Maritime Museum)



Shoe Buckles Recovered from the Wreck of the General Carleton 
1785 

(Polish Maritime Museum)



Shoe Buckles Recovered from the Wreck of the General Carleton 
1785 

(Polish Maritime Museum)



Shoe Buckles Excavated at Fort Ticonderoga, New York 
Mid - Late 18th Century 

(Fort Ticonderoga)



Shoe Buckle Excavated at Fort Stanwix, New York 
Mid - Late 18th Century 

(Fort Stanwix, National Park Service)



Shoe Buckle Excavated at Fort Stanwix, New York 
Mid - Late 18th Century 

(Fort Stanwix, National Park Service)



Shoe Buckle Excavated at Fort Stanwix, New York 
Mid - Late 18th Century 

(Fort Stanwix, National Park Service)



Shoe Buckle Excavated at Fort Stanwix, New York 
Mid - Late 18th Century 

(Fort Stanwix, National Park Service)



Shoe Buckle Excavated at Fort Stanwix, New York 
Mid - Late 18th Century 

(Fort Stanwix, National Park Service)



Shoe Buckle Excavated at Fort Stanwix, New York 
Mid - Late 18th Century 

(Fort Stanwix, National Park Service)
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- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center 


