
18th Century Material Culture 
Games



Leap Frog



“LEAP  -  FROG !  English  Amb - ss  ---rs.”
1747

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“LEAP  FROG...”
by L. Truchy  1764

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Hop Scotch



“A Little Pretty Pocket-Book, Intended for the Instruction and Amusement of Little Master Tommy, and Pretty Miss Poll”
by Isaiah Thomas, Worcester, Massachusetts  1787

(Library of Congress)



Hoops



Woodcut
by Bowles & Carver   c. 1780 - 1795

(Private Collection)



Woodcut
by Bowles & Carver   c. 1780 - 1795

(Private Collection)



Woodcut
by Bowles & Carver   c. 1780 - 1795

(Private Collection)



Woodcut
by Bowles & Carver   c. 1780 - 1795

(Private Collection)



Woodcut
by Bowles & Carver   c. 1780 - 1795

(Private Collection)



“The TYTHE  PIG.”
by Robert Sayer   1760

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The TYTHE  PIG.”
by Robert Sayer   1760

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The OLD  MAN, his SON, & his ASS”
by Tringham at No. 7   1772

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The OLD  MAN, his SON, & his ASS”
by Tringham at No. 7   1772

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Print from “Elementarwerke fur die Jugend und ihre Freunde“
by John Bernhard Basedow of Berlin, Germany    1774

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



Royal South Gloucestershire Militia Drilling on College Green, Gloucester Cathedral  
English School  c. 1778

(Soldiers of Gloucestershire Museum)



“MY  WIFE  AND  YOUR  WIFE.”
by Carington Bowles   1779

(The British Museum)



The Town Gate Looking Westwards down Castle Hill, Windsor
by Paul Sandby  c. 1765

(Royal Collection)



The Town Gate Looking Westwards down Castle Hill, Windsor
by Paul Sandby  c. 1765

(Royal Collection)



A View of the Round and Devil’s Towers, Windsor Castle
by Paul Sandby

(The Royal Collection)



A View of the Round and Devil’s Towers, Windsor Castle
by Paul Sandby

(The Royal Collection)



Windsor Terrace Looking South 
by Paul Sandby  c. 1765 



“Horse Fair on Bruntsfield LInks”
by Paul Sandby

(National Galleries Scotland)



“Horse Fair on Bruntsfield LInks”
by Paul Sandby

(National Galleries Scotland)



Blind Man’s Bluff



“The Humourous Diversion of the Country Play at BLINDMAN’S BUFF: Engraved from an Original Painitng in Vauxhall Gardens”
by Robert Sayer, c. 1750

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Blind Man’s Bluff from a German Children’s Book
by Daniel Chodowiecki   c. 1770

(BBF)



Blind Man’s Bluff from a “Pretty Little Pocket Book”
by Isiah Thomas, Worcester, Massachusetts   1787

(Private Collection)



See Saw



“See - Saw”
by Francis Hayman  c. 1742

(Tate)



“ The Exercise of SEE SAW”
by L. Truchy, After Francis Hayman   1743

(Yale Center for British Art)



Thread the Needle



“A Little Pretty Pocket-Book, Intended for the Instruction and Amusement of Little Master Tommy, and Pretty Miss Poll”
by Isaiah Thomas, Worcester, Massachusetts  1787

(Library of Congress)



Tops



Two Boys, probably Joseph and John Joseph Nollekens, playing Tops
by Joseph Francis Nollekens  c. 1745

(Yale Center for British Art)



“Teetolum”
French School   c. 1700 - 1750

(Berwick - upon - Tweed Borough Museum & Art Gallery)



Retrato de Auguste Gabriel Godefroy
by Jean Siméon Chardin   1741

(São Paulo Museu of Art)



Portrait of Philip Mercier, the Artist’s Son
by James McArdell, After Phillipe Mercier   1756

(The British Museum)



“YOUTHFUL  AMUSEMENT.”
by Robert Sayer   c. 1765 - 1767

(Private Collection)



Ivory Spinning Top for “Put & Take”  (“H” for Take Half, “N” for Nothing, “P” for Put In, and “T” for Take)
c. 1750

(The Charlestown Museum)



Playing Tops from a “Pretty Little Pocket Book”
by Isiah Thomas, Worcester, Massachusetts   1787

(Private Collection)



Miscellaneous



“A Little Pretty Pocket-Book, Intended for the Instruction and Amusement of Little Master Tommy, and Pretty Miss Poll”
for J. Newberry 1763

(Library of Congress)
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The material contained within these slideshows is presented for educational purposes only.  The 
18th Century Material Culture Resource Center does not personally own any of the items 
depicted herein and is indebted to the countless museums, libraries, and private collectors who 
willingly share their collections with the public through the internet.   Every attempt has been 
made to credit these organizations and individuals for their contributions as best as possible.

If there is a question you have regarding a particular item featured within a presentation, please 
contact the 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center and we will try to answer your 
inquiry as best as possible.  If for any reason you feel there is any item that should not be 
presented here, or if there is an error in any listing, or if you know the source for any item whose 
credit is unknown, please inform us and we will make sure your concern is addressed as soon as 
possible.

Thank you!

- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center


