
18th Century Material Culture  
Barbers & Barber Shops



The 17th Century 
Barber Surgeons



The Five Senses 
by Willem Peeters, Published by Alexander Voet I after Cornelis de Wael  c.  1660 - 1675 

(The British Museum)



The Barber Surgeon’s Shop 
After David Teniers the Younger  c. 1625 -1690 

(The British Museum)



Monkeys' Masquerade: The Barber-Surgeon's Shop 
after David Teniers the Younger  c. 1625 - 1690 

(The British Museum)



The Barber-Surgeon's Shop 
by Coryn Boel after David Teniers the Younger  c. 1625 - 1690 

(The British Museum)



“La Belle Barbierre” 
c. 1680 - 1710 

(The British Museum)



by Paul Van Sommer II   c. 1674 - 1694 
(The British Museum)



by Paul Van Sommer II   c. 1674 - 1694 
(The British Museum)



The 18th Century 
Barber & His Shop



Illustration to Gay's 'Fables', no. XXII  “The Goat without a Beard” 
by Gerard van der Gucht after John Wootton   c. 1727 - 1776 

(The British Museum)



Country Barber-Surgeon’s Shop 
by William Henry Toms after Egbert van Heemsherck II  c. 1730 - 1745 

(The British Museum)



Country Barber-Surgeon’s Shop 
by William Henry Toms after Egbert van Heemsherck II  c. 1730 - 1745 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



The Barber 
by Edme Bouchardon   c. 1730s 

(The British Museum)



The Barber 
by Anne Claude Philippe de Tubières, Comte de Caylus after Edme Bouchardon   1737 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



The Barber 
George Bickham the Younger   c. 1730s



The Barber 
George Bickham the Younger   c. 1730s



The Barber 
George Bickham the Younger   c. 1730s



The Barber 
George Bickham the Younger  1746 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“Night” 
by William Hogarth   1738 

(The British Museum)



“Night” 
by William Hogarth   1738 

(The British Museum)



A Barber Shop after Cochin 
Dennis Diderot  c. 1751 

(Private Collection)



The Barber’s Shop 
by English School    c. Mid 18th Century 

(Christie’s)



“The Barber” 
by Marcellus Laroon the Younger  c. 1769 

(The British Museum)



“The Barber” 
by Marcellus Laroon the Younger  c. 1769 

(The British Museum)



“VIEW ON THE PONT NEUF AT PARIS” 
by John Harris after Henry William Bunberry  October 1, 1770 

(Library of Congress)



“VIEW ON THE PONT NEUF AT PARIS” 
by Mathew Darly after Henry William Bunberry  1771 

(The British Museum)



“Morning Penance” 
by Carew, Compton  1771 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



“A FRENCH HAIR DRESSER - Running through the Streets to his Customers” 
by W. Darling   March 1, 1771 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“Mon.R LE FRIZUER.” 
by M. Darley    May 21, 1771 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“THE DOG BARBER” 
by Mary Darly after Sir Henry Bunbury   1771 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



“THE DOG BARBER” 
by Mary Darly after Sir Henry Bunbury   1771 

(The British Museum)



“THE DOG BARBER  LA  FRANCIA” 
by James Bretherton after Henry Willian Bunbury  1772 

(The British Museum)



“THE  CITY  TONSOR.” 
by M. Darley July 1, 1771 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



“THE  VILLAGE  BARBER.  L. M.  L’INGHILTERRA.” 
by James Bretherton  1772 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



“THE  MACARONI  SHAVER.” 
by Torond  1772 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“NOW  SR.  YOU’R  A  COMPLEAT  MACARONI” 
London 1772 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“Quidnunc, or the Upholsterer Shaving” 
1772 

(The British Museum)



“Quidnunc, or the Upholsterer Shaving” 
1772 

(The British Museum)



“THE  PATRIOTIC  BARBER” 
by Francis Edward Adams   1772 

(The British Museum)



“THE  PATRIOTIC  BARBER” 
by Francis Edward Adams   1772 

(The British Museum)



“THE  FRENCH  MAN  IN  LONDON.” 
by W. Turner after Elias Martin  1772 

(The British Museum)



“THE ENGLISH SHAVER or FRENCHMAN in the SUDS” 
by William Humphrey  1772 

(The British Museum)



“THE ENGLISH SHAVER or FRENCHMAN in the SUDS” 
by William Humphrey  1772 

(The British Museum)



“A Candidate for Orders” 
by W. Hutchinson   c. 1773 - 1784 

(The British Museum)



“le Perruquier fatique...” 
by David Giovanni  1775 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



“le Perruquier fatique...” 
by David Giovanni  1775 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



“le Perruquier fatique...” 
by David Giovanni  1775 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



“The PATRIOTIC BARBER of NEW YORK or the CAPTAIN in the SUDS” 
by Sayer & Bennett   February 12, 1775 

(Colonial Williamsburg)



“The PATRIOTIC BARBER of NEW YORK or the CAPTAIN in the SUDS” 
by Sayer & Bennett   February 12, 1775 

(Colonial Williamsburg)



“The PATRIOTIC BARBER of NEW YORK or the CAPTAIN in the SUDS” 
by Sayer & Bennett   February 12, 1775 

(Colonial Williamsburg)



“ENGLISH BARBER, Carrying home a Common Councilman’s Wig” 
by Sayer & Bennett  1777 

(The British Museum)



“ENGLISH BARBER, Carrying home a Common Councilman’s Wig” 
by Sayer & Bennett  1777 

(The British Museum)



“The BLACK and WHITE SCUFFLE, or BARBER and CHIMNEY SWEEPER at FIST*CUFFS” 
Carrington Bowles   January 1, 1778



“ Mr Woodward in the character of Razor” 
by Guy Green  c. 1770 - 1780 

(Victoria & Albert)



“THE SHAVER and THE SHAVEE” 
by Charles Bretherton, Published by James Bretherton  after Henry William Bunbury 1779 

(The British Museum)



“THE SHAVER and THE SHAVEE” 
by Charles Bretherton, Published by James Bretherton  after Henry William Bunbury 1779 

(Colonial Williamsburg)



“A BARBER’S SHOP” 
Thomas Rowlandson December 15, 1780



“The BARBER riding to MARGATE.” 
by Carington Bowles  1782 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The BARBER riding to MARGATE.” 
by Carington Bowles  1782 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The BARBER riding to MARGATE” 
by Carington Bowles  1782 

(Brown University)



“The BARBER riding to MARGATE” 
by Carington Bowles  1782 

(Brown University)



“Intelligence on the Change of the Ministry” 
by Bowles & Carver  1782 

(Sanders of Oxford)



“INTELLIGENCE on the CHANGE of the MINISTRY” 
by Bowles & Carver after Robert Dighton c. 1782 - 1784 

(The British Museum)



“INTELLIGENCE on the CHANGE of the MINISTRY” 
by Bowles & Carver after Robert Dighton c. 1782 - 1784 

(The British Museum)



“INTELLIGENCE on the CHANGE of the MINISTRY” 
by Bowles & Carver after Robert Dighton c. 1782 - 1784 

(The British Museum)



“FEELING.” 
by Wm. Wells 1784 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



The FRENCHMAN in DISTRESS 
by Bowles & Carver after Robert Dighton   1784 

(The British Museum)



The FRENCHMAN in DISTRESS 
by Bowles & Carver after Robert Dighton   1784 

(The British Museum)



“A  NEW  WAY to secure a MAJORITY, or, no DIRTY  WORK comes amiss.” 
by William Wells   1784 
(The British Museum)



“A  BARBERS  SHOP” 
After Henry William Bunbury, by Charles Knight, Published by John Harris 

(The British Museum)



“A BARBERS  SHOP” 
by John Jones, after Henry William Bunbury 

(Northeast Auctions)



“A BARBERS  SHOP” 
by John Jones, after Henry William Bunbury 

(Northeast Auctions)



Bob Foster the Flying Barber 
by Joshua Kirby Baldrey   1785 

(The British Museum)



Bob Foster the Flying Barber 
by Joshua Kirby Baldrey   1785 

(The British Museum)



“TRAGEDY BURLESQUE or the BARBER turned ACTOR” 
by Bowles & Carver c. 1785 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“TRAGEDY BURLESQUE or the BARBER turned ACTOR” 
by Bowles & Carver c. 1785



“TRAGEDY BURLESQUE or the BARBER turned ACTOR” 
by Bowles & Carver c. 1785



“A COUNTRY BARBERS SHOP” 
by C. Goodnight, Published by John Smith of Cheapside   1789 

(The British Museum)



“A Sufferer for Decency” 
Thomas Rowlandson, Published by Mrs. Lay   1789 

(Private Collection)



“A  PENNY  BARBER” 
by Thomas Rowlandson   1789 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Unknown



Shaving Other



by Abraham Bosse, Published byJean Leblond I 
c. 1632 - 1635 

(The British Museum)



“THE  JEWS  SHAVING  THE  PAR L M T  OR  THE  KNOWg  ONES  TAKEN  IN” 
Satire on the Jewish Naturalization Act    1753 

(The British Museum)



“The  FEMALE  SHAVER” 
1773 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The  Female  Barber” 
John  Dixon,  Published  by  Carrington  Bowles  1770 

(The British Museum)



“The  Female  Barber” 
John  Dixon,  Published  by  Carrington  Bowles  1770 

(The British Museum)



“The  Female  Barber” 
John  Dixon,  Published  by  Carrington  Bowles  1770 

(The British Museum)



“A CAMP SCENE” 
by Charles White after Henry William Bunbury      June 25,  1784 

(The British Museum)



Newly-Invented Shaving Machine 
by David Allen   c. 1770 - 1794 

(The British Museum)



“THE  POLITICAL  SHAVER” 
by J. Moore   1784 

(The British Museum)



“DOMESTIC  SHAVING” 
by Thomas Rowlandson   1786 
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



“Boila ce que c’est que d’en avoir trop” 
1789 

(The British Museum)
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- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center 


