18th Century Material Culture
The Ladys T oilet
Cosmetics & '1'he Dressing ' able







During the 17th and 18th centuries, the application of cosmetics was
considered a trait of the aristocratic, particularly in Continental Europe
and England. Those who had or sought social stature, or those who simply
wished to live "a la mode” or “in the style”, often adorned their faces and hair
with a variety of creams and powders to achieve a fashionable appearance.

With cheaper cosmetics becoming more and more available in the
marketplace, this practice was often enjoyed by the middle class as well, but
by no means was it universal.

White facial cream “paint” and powders were typically applied to the face
and shoulders to artificially lighten the skin. "T'hese “Blancs™ not only
created attractive features to the face, but they also hid unsightly blemishes,
wrinkles and the effects of disecase. Unfortunately, most of these cosmetics
were either lead based or made from bismuth and vinegar. Despite the fact
that lead poisoning was known at the time, the practice of applying these
toxic cosmetics continued in popularity.




(osmetics

The Celebrated Beauty and Courtesan “Miss Kitty Fischer” who Died at the Age of 23 in 1767 from Iead Poisoning
by Richard Houston after Sir Joshua Reynolds c. 1759 - 1765

('T'he British Museum)
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In addition to applying an artificial pale complexion, red makeup, or
Rouge, was applied over the white foundation to accentuate the cheeks.
‘These cosmetics were frequently made from pigments like vermilion
ground from cinnabar, or creuse which was made by exposing lead plates

to vinegar. Alternative sources of red pigment included sa

2

Hower or wood

resins such as sandalwood or brazilwood. Whether toxic or not, these
pigments were mixed with a variety of vinegars, creams or greases to
create a paste for application.

During the 1750s and 1760s, those French women who wore cosmetics did
so rather generously which resulted in a rather artificial look. "Their English

counterparts on the ot

her hand applied their products more conservatively.

By the 17708, while

both countries continued the practice of wearing

cosmetics, they did so to take on a more natural appearance.




To complete the desired look, cosmetics were applied to accentuate the
lips and eyebrows.

Lips were frequently reddened with pomades or lip salves. These
pigmented animal fats varied in color from burgundy to pink.

Eyebrows were often darkened with elderberries, burnt cork or lampblack.
Ideally, they were halt moon shaped with tapered ends. "This was created
by plucking the hairs as necessary. In certain circumstances, artificial

eyebrows made from the skin of a mouse were used to achieve the desired
look.

[Last but not least, beauty patches or “Mouches” were applied for cither
fashion or to hide unsightly blemishes, scars, or signs of discase. Made of
silk, velvet, satin, or taffetta, they were often the finishing touch when
applying cosmetics at the toilet.




Blue - Gray Tinted Hair Powder 1 * | Darkened Eyebrows

Soft Rouge Cheeks & =+ A Red Lips

[ady in Blue
by Thomas Gainsborough c. 1780
(Hermitage Museum)




H.xamples of 13th Century (

Princess Augusta of Saxe-Gotha by Charles Philips 1736 (National Portrait Gallery)
Princess Augusta of Wales, Eldest Sister of King George 111, in Her Court Dress by Unknown Artist  c. 1763 (LL.ocation Unknown)




| C.entury L.osmetics

Marie-Josephe of Saxony by FranceJean-Etienne Liotard 1749 (Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam)
Actress Elizabeth Linley by Thomas Gainsborough 1775 (Philadelphia Museum of Art)




Examples of 18th Century Cosmetics

Elizabeth, LLady FForbes by Sir Joshua Reynolds 1775 (ISSUU)
Mrs. Richard Crofts by Sir Joshua Reynolds 1775 (Richard L. Feigen & Co.)



Examples of 18th Century Cosmetics

Mrs. Richard Paul Jodrell by Sir Joshua Reynolds  c¢. 1774 - 1775 (Detroit Arts Institute)
Miss Sarah Campbell by Sir Joshua Reynolds c. 1775 (Bridgeman Images, New York, New York)
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‘The French “loilette” or English “loilet” is derived from French word
“Toile” or “Little Cloth”.

‘The term first came to mean the morning routine of washing the body,
dressing the hair, shaving (as necessary), and applying cosmetics to the face
and body based from the cloth which was spread on a dressing table where
these tasks were performed. "I'his meaning spread into English as "Toilet”
during the r7th century.

A Toilette / Toilet Service is a set of objects used at the Dressing Table. A
Service usually included a mirror, ewers or basins, candlesticks for light,
applicators such as brushes or pufts, and a variety of boxes, caskets or other
containers to hold cosmetics, patches, and perfumes. Services were often
fitted with custom - made traveling cases.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toilet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toilet




“Fille de Marchand, estant a Sa toilette”
by Nicolas Arnoult 1687
(LLos Angeles County Museum of Art)
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A Lady at Her Toilette
by Nicolas de Largillicre 1696
(Saint Louis Art Museum)




A Lady at Her Toilette

by Jean Raoux 1727
(Private Collection)




A Lady Showing A Bracelet Miniature to Her Suitor

by Jean-Francois de Troy c. 1734
(Nelson - Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City)
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A Lady Showing A Bracelet Miniature to Her Suitor

by Jean-Francois de Troy c. 1734
(Nelson - Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City)
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(Sotheby’s)
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“T'he Four Times of Day - Morning”
by Nicolas Lancret c. 1739
(National Gallery L.ondon)
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“Jeune Femme a sa Toilette”

by Francois Eisen 1742
(RMN - Grand Palais / Thierry Ollivier)




"T'he Marquise de Gast at Her Toilette
by Donatien Nonotte 1743
(Private Collection)




T'he Milliner

by Francois Boucher 1746
(Nationalmuseum, Stockholm)




HANDE DE

‘LA MARCHANDE DE MODES”
by René Gaillard after Francois Boucher Mid 18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




LA MARCHANDE DE MODES”
by René Gaillard after Francois Boucher Mid 18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




Madame Marsollier and Her Daughter at Her Toilette
by Jean Marc Nattier 1749
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




Madame Marsollier and Her Daughter at Her Toilette
by Jean Marc Nattier 1749
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



A Lady & Her Maid

by the Circle of Etienne Jeurat c. 1750
(Private Collection)
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“T'he Boidoir”

by Lafrensen
(Private Collection)




A Toilette
Unknown c. 18th Century
(Private Collection)



“Une Dame a sa Toilette”
by Francois Boucher
(Berheimer-Colnaghi, Munich, I.ondon)




Anne de la Grangem "T'rianon at Her T'oilette
by Francois - Hubert Drouais c¢, 1750 - 1760
(Private Collection)



A Lady at Her Toilette
by Francois - Hubert Drouais c¢, 1750 - 1760
(Private Collection)



A Lady at her Toilette Applying Powder with a Puft, Dressed in a Peignoir
by Unknown c. 1750
(Bowes Museum)



I.a Mouche A I.ady at Her Toilet
by Louis Tocqué c. 1750
(Private Collection)
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“LE MATIN LaDameasaloilete”
by Gilles Edme Petit after Francois Boucher Mid 18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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"La Folie Pare La Decrepitude Des Ajustements De ILa Jeunesse”
by Charles - Antoine Coypel c. 1753
(Private Collection)
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[.aToilette

by Charles Germain de Saint Aubin c. 1756
(National Gallery of Art. Washington)



Jeanne-Antoinette Poisson, Marquise de Pompadour, at the Toilette Table
by Irancois Boucher 1758
(Fogg Museum)




Jeanne-Antoinette Poisson, Marquise de Pompadour, at the Toilette Table
by Irancois Boucher 1758
(Fogg Museum)
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“I'he Broken Mirror”
by Jean-Baptiste Greuze c. 1763
(Wallace Collection)
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The Marquis de Marigny and his Wife
by Louis Michel van L.oo 1769
('The Louvre)
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“Coifture a 'Independance ou le Triumphe de la liberte” (Celebrating the Victory of La Belle - Poule)

C. 1778 - 1779
(Private Collection)



“MademoiselleduT...”

by Jean-Francois Janinet 1779
(LLos Angeles County Museum of Art)



French Tortoiseshell Toilette Casket

C. 1700 - 1715
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




French Nécessaire; Cased Toilette Service
Saint - Cloud Porcelain Factory c. 1750 - 1751
(Victoria & Albert)



French Nécessaire; Cased Toilette Service
Saint - Cloud Porcelain Factory c. 1750 - 1751
(Victoria & Albert)
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French Nécessaire; Cased Toilette Service
Saint - Cloud Porcelain Factory c. 1750 - 1751
(Victoria & Albert)



French Nécessaire; Cased Toilette Service

C. 1750
(Atena Gallery)



French Silver Toilette Sewic/e of the Duchess of Cadaval
Several Artists Directed by Etienne Pollet c. 1738 - 1739
(Detroit Institute of Arts)




French Silver Toilette Servic/e of the Duchess of Cadaval
Several Artists Directed by Etienne Pollet c. 1738 - 1739
(Detroit Institute of Arts)



Soft - Paste Porcelain Toilette Service Intended for Madame de Pompadour, I eft Incomplete on Her Death in 1764

Manufacture de Sevres 1763
(Wallace Collection)
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“THE TOILET.”
by Robert Sayer 1760
(Lewis Walpole Library)
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Queen Charlotte at Windsor with Her Children, the Prince of Wales and the Duke of York
by Johann Zoftany c. 1765
("The Royal Collection)
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Queen Charlotte at Windsor with Her Children, the Prince of Wales and the Duke of York
by Johann Zoffany c. 1765
("The Royal Collection)
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IFrontispiece to Anstey's Election Ball
by William Hibbart after Coplestone Bampfylde, .ondon 1776
('T'he British Museum)
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An English Lady Applying Rouge
by John Raphael Smith, .ondon 1783
(Fogg Museum)



“An ACTRESS at her Toilet, or MISS BRAZEN just BREECH'T”
by Carington Bowles
('T'he British Museum)
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by William Bunbury
(Private Collection)
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“THE TOILET.”

by Robert Sayer 1786
(Lewis Walpole Library)



English Silver Toilet Service
by Jacob Bodendeich (German, Active in L.ondon) c. 1680
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)




English Silver Toilet Service

by D. L.ondon c. 1687 - 1688
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




English Gold & Agate Nécessaire with Grooming Implements
In the Manner of James Barbot c. 1760 - 1765
(Cleveland Museum of Art)



English Gold & Agate Boite a Mouches - Rouge & Patch Case

C. 1750 - 1755
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




English Miniature Dressing Case & "T'oilet Service in a Silver Mounted Shagreen Case from Liverpool
C. 1750 - 1760
(Walker Art Gallery)
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A Lady at Her Toilet
by Johann Heinrich Wilhelm Tischbein 1778
(Lower Saxony State Museum)



Tobias Baurs Toilet Set with Case, Augsburg
c. 1695

(Germanic National Museum in Nuremberg)




Augsburg, Germany, Toilet Service in a Leather Case

C. 1743 - 1745
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Augsburg, Germany, Toilet Service in a Leather Case

C. 1743 - 1745
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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Augsburg, Germany, Toilet Service in a Leather Case

C. 1743 - 1745
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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A Young Lady at Her Toilet
by Gerrard ter Borch ¢, 1650
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




= ¢
124 g 1y | BT - —SAFAT

A Young Lady at Her Toilet
by Gerrard ter Borch 1657
(Christies)




A Young Lady at Her Toilet
by Gerrard ter Borch ¢, 1660
(Detroit Institute of Art)




A Lady at Her Toilet
by Frans van Mieris 1678
(Private Collection)
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A Lady at Her Toilet
by Utrecht School c. 1670
(Private Collection)




A Lady at Her Toilet
by Pehr Hillestrom (1732 - 1816)
(Private Collection)



http://rceliamendonca.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/pehrhillestrom1.jpg
http://rceliamendonca.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/pehrhillestrom1.jpg

A Lady at Her Toilet
by Pehr Hillestrom (1732 - 1816)
(Private Collection)


http://rceliamendonca.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/pehrhillestrom1.jpg
http://rceliamendonca.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/pehrhillestrom1.jpg

The Morning Toilet. Boudoir Scene
by Pehr Hillestrom
(National Museum, Stockholm)
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1T0ILET FLORA;

O R,

RO L LECTI O'N

THE

MOST SIMPLE AND APPROVED

METHODS oFr PREPARI

BATHS

RECEIPTS for CosmeTICS of
that can fmooth and brighten the
Force to BEAUTY, and take off the
ance of OLDp AGE and DEecay.

FOR THE USE OF TH! LA

ANEW EITION, I

L OND O N,
Printed for J. Murravy, No. 32, Fleet fireet

.-

-

W. Nicovri, St. Paul’s Church Yard.
MDCCLXXRIX,

“THE TOILET OF FLORA”
by Pierre-Joseph Buc'hoz, Printed for J. Murray and W. Nicoll, .ondon 1779
(Biodiversity Heritage Library)
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Pomatums, otherwise known as Pommades or Pomades, were grease
based ointments used for the skin, lips, or hair. "T'hey were made from
animal fats such as lard, tallow, or marrow and scented with perfumes
and oils which created a pleasant aroma.

Certain Pomatums were used for the skin to aid in wrinkles, redness, or
pimples. Dyed Pomatums were used to color and moisten the lips and
prevent them from chapping. Others were used to style the hair and
give it a shiny and slick appearance. Some Pomatums were even used to
prevent baldness.

'The name Pomatum is derived from the French "Pomme”, an apple,
because it was originally made by macerating over-ripe apples in grease.
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a half; melt the Wax and Spermaceti
together in the Oil of Almonds, in a

, , glazed earthen pipkin, over hot athes, or
half a pound ot

in a vapour-bath; pour the folution into

then beat them Loy :
L : a marble mortar, and ftir it about with

> as poilible, and a5 e
a wooden peftle, till it grow cold, and

to prevent the e : - 7 3% .
feem quite fmooth ; then mix the Water

gradually, and keep flirring, till the.whole
1s incorporated. This pomatum becomes

}.L"S 'T)O.IIU]. . by . .
&5 extremely white and light by the agitation,

f {fome frefh : . :
and very much refembles cream, from

which in . {3 Ne . 3 :
’ its fimilitude to which it has obtained its
3

name,

POMATUMS This pomatum is an excellent cofmetic,
and renders the {kin {upple and {mooth.
Some add a little Balm of Gilead to
heighten its virtue; and it is fometimes
{cented, by ufing Rofe-water or Orange-
flower Water in the preparation, inftead of
Spring-water, or with a few drops of any

H ¢ Effence,

2

“THE TOILET OF FLORA”
by Pierre-Joseph Buc'hoz, Printed for J. Murray and W. Nicoll, L.ondon 1779
(Biodiversity Heritage Library)




54 THE TOILET

Effence, as fancy direts. It is alfo very
good to prevent marks in the face from
the Small-pox; in which laft cafe, a little
powder of Saffron, or fome deficcative
powder, fuch as Flowers of Zinc or French
Chalk, is ufually added. Keep it for ufe
in a large gallypot tied over with a
bladder.

AkE Hog’s Lard, a pound; ripe Mel-
T Hog’s Lard, a | ‘ e Mel
ons, and Cucumbers, of each three pounds,
Verjuice, half a pint; two pippins pared,
and a pint of Cow’s Milk. Slice the Mel-
ons, Cucumbers, and Apples, having firft
pared them ; bruife them in the Verjuice,

and, together with the Milk and Hog’s

Lard, put them into an alembic. Letthem

.- . '

infufe in a vapour-bath eight or ten hours ;

then fqueeze out the Liquor through a
ftraining cloth while the mixture is hot,

and

OF FLORA. 155

and expofe it to the cold air, or fetitina
cool place to congeal. Afterwards pour
off the watery part that fubfides, and wath
it in feveral Waters, till the laft remains
perfectly clear. Melt the pomatum again
in a vapour-bath feveral times, to feparate
from it all its humid particles, and every
extraneous fubftance; otherwife it will
foon grow rancid. Keep it for ufe in a

allvpot tied over with a bladder.
galyl

185' O)'o

A Mmori fimple Cucumber Pomatum
may be made by fimmering together Hog’s
Lard and pared Cucumbers cut in thin
flices. With refpect to the reft of the pro-
cefs, follow the method laid down for pre-
paring Lip-falve ; and keep this pomatum
in the fame manner as the former.

H6

“THE TOILET OF FLORA”
by Pierre-Joseph Buc'hoz, Printed for J. Murray and W. Nicoll, L.ondon 1779
(Biodiversity Heritage Library)
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Both thefe pomatums are good Cofme-

tics; they foften the fkin, and preferve it

cool and {mooth.

186. Lavender Pomatum.

Taxe two pounds and a half of Hog's
Lard, ten pounds of Lavender Flowers,
and a quarter of a pound of Virgin's
Wax ; put two pounds -of picked Laven-
der Flowers into a proper veflel with the
Hog’s Lard, and knead them with your
hands into as uniform a pafte as poffible.
Put this mixture into a pewter, tin, or

pot, and cork it tight; place the
veflel in a vapour-bath, and let it ftand fix
hours; at the expiration of which time,
ftrain the mixture through a coarfe linen
cloth, with the affiftance of a prefs,
away the Lavender Flowers as
ufelels, pour the melted Lard back into
the fame pot, and add four pounds of
frefh

OF FLORA. 157

frelh Lavender Flowers. Stir the Lard
and Flowers together while the Lard is
in a liquid ftate, in order to mix them
thoroughly ; and repeat the former procefs.
Continue to act in this manner till the
whole quantity of Lavender Flowers is
ufed. Then fet in a cool place the poma-
tum feparated from the Lavender Flowers,
that it may congeal; pour off the brown
aqueous juice extrated from them; and
wafh the Pomatum in feveral waters, ftir-
ring it with 2 wooden fpatula, to feparate
any remaining watery particles, till the
laft water remains perfectly colourlefs,
Then melt the Pomatum in a vapour-bath,
and keep it in that ftate about an hour, in
a veflel well corked ; leaving it afterwards
to congeal. Repeat this laft operation
till the aqueous particles are entirely ex-
tracted when the Wax muft be added, and
thePomatum having beenagain melted,ing

6 vapour-

“THE TOILET OF FLORA”

by Pierre-Joseph Buc'hoz, Printed for J. Murray and W. Nicoll, L.ondon 1779
(Biodiversity Heritage Library)
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vapour-bath, in a veflel clofely corked,
be fuffered to congeal as before. When
properly prepared, fill it into gallypots,
and tye the mouths over with wet blad-

ders, to prevent the air from penetrating.

This Pomatum 1s extremely fragrant,

but is ufed only for dreffing the hair,

In the fame manner are prepared,
Orange-flower Pomatum, Jaimine Po-
matum, and all Pomatums made of odori-
ferous flowers. Common Pomatum fcent-

ed with the eflences of any fuch flowers,

may be ufed as a good fuccedancum.

189, LIP-SALVES.

Take three ounces of Oil of Almonds,
three quarters of an ounce of Sperma-

ceti, and a quarter of an ounce of Vir-
gin’s

OF FLORA.

gin’s Wax; melt them together over a
flow fire, mixing with them a little of the
powder of Alkanet Root. Keep ftirring
till cold, and then add a few drops of Oil
of Rhodium,

188. Or,

T Axe prepared Tutty and Oil of Eggs,
of each equal parts; mix, and apply them
to the lips, after wafhing the latter with
Barley or Plantane Water,

189. Or,

PracE over a chafing-dith of coals, in
a glazed earthen pan, a quarter of a pound
of the beft frefth Butter, and an ounce of
Virgin’s Wax ; melt them together ; when
thoroughly melted, throw in the Stones of
half a bunch of ripe Black Grapes, with
fome Alkanet Roots a little bruifed. Sim-
mer thefe ingredient together for a quarter

of

“THE TOILET OF FLORA”
by Pierre-Joseph Buc'hoz, Printed for J. Murray and W. Nicoll, L.ondon 1779
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a pint of Rofe-water,
Wax, and half an
Simmer the whole over a flow
half an hour; then
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Apply 2 ) the L ry night going

to reft; and rub it upon the hands every

nigcht an
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196, White Pomatum,

TaAkE an ounce of Florentine Orrice-
root, half an ounce of Calamus Aro-
maticus, and as much Gum Benjamin, a
quarter of an ounce of Rofe-wood, and
a quarter of an ounce of Cloves. Bruife
the whole into a grofs powder, tie it up
in a piece of linen, and fimmer it in a
vapour-

cut nto {inal

ILoic water, and two ounces

\'\‘;‘.t\ [, A'\f"l‘r "-:l", in—

while,
the Poma

it by for ufc in

1

o ~an l ' 11iner . !
Is madac DYy adding (0 the avove more

Alkanet Root bruifed, acc rding:

of colour you

Simmer the

(|
“w LAl

' Pirvitnee ) 21 p NG
together, {tirring the mixture with a

wooden fpatula, till the Pomatum is fuffi-
R sk Bl il o A Lo ¢ oL dins
ciently tinged; then ftrain it from the

Roots, and fet it by for ufe,
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Steer in clear Water a pound of a
Boar’sCheektill it becomes tolerably white,
drain it q
glazed carthen pan with two or three pared
Pippins quartered, an ounce and a half
of the four Cold Seeds bruifed, and a flice
of Veal about the fize of the palm of one’s
hand. DBoil the whole together in a va-
pour-bath for four hours, then with a
firong cloth fqueeze out your pomatum
into an earthen dith placed upon hot
athes; adding to it an ounce of White
Wax, and an ounce of Oil of Sweet Al-
monds. Stir the pomatum well with a

{patula till it become cold,

OF FLORA.

199. A Pomatum for Wrinkles.
TAxEe Juice of White Lily Roots and
fine Honey, of cach two ounces ; melted
White Wax, an ounce; incorporate the
whole together, and make a pomatum.
applied every night, and not

NCXt morning.

fen ene s mmad bl o<1} ol
ng W Al)»“l OII t1il fNc
J

. .
~N -~ dsnt . 4
~ C‘ ANV L

TAke fix new-laid Fgps
hard, take out the Yolks, and fill the
cavities with Myrrh, and powdered Sugar
Candy, of each equal parts. Join the
Whites together neatly, and fet them on
a plate before the fire; mixing the Liquor

that exfudes from them with an ounce of

Hog's Lard, This pomatum muit be ap-

plied in the morning, and be fuffered to
dry upon the fkin, which is afterwards to
be wiped with a clean fine napkin.
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2 C My
If an ounce of Sallad Oil, an
Oil of 1{artar, half an ounce
> of Quince Seeds, three quar-
¢ of Cerufs, thirty grains of
[ame quantity of Sal Gem.

e whole together for fome time 1n 2
arthen dith, with a wooden fpatula,

ply it in the {fame manner as the

TAkE two pared Apples, Celery, and

A
» ' . o im Do s
Fennel, of each a handful; and Barley
Meal, a quarter of an ounce. Simmer the

whole :(.gui:cr a quarter of an hour in a

oill of Rofe-water; then add an ounce of

finc Barley Meal, the Whites of four new-
laid Eggs, and an ounce of Deer’s Suet.

Strain

! ;-'9

oh a canvas bag into a difh that

ins a little: Rofe-water; wafh the po-
. 1 . ) p
rell in the Role-water, and after-

beat it in 2 mortar 1\1'&;13}' {mooth.

I'his pomatum 1s to be applied frequently
- - o

& | Yl = r'.l ®

wealll < h id 5

threc quarters of an ounce ;
dX, an ounce: mix them into a

pomatum according to the rules of art.

A great
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A great quantity of a fubftance refem-
bling Butter is extracted from the Cocoa
Tree, which 1s excellent to mollify and
nourifh the fkin, and has long been ufed
for this purpofe amongft the Spanifh

Creolian women.

204. Pomatum to make

“17 7)'. el | 217
b.‘sd L al f, ana ipici

Taxe Hen’s Fat, Oil of Hempfeed,
and Honey, of each a quarter of a pound ;
jelt them together in an earthen pipKin,
and keep the mixture ftirring with a
wooden fpatula, till cold. This poma-
tum, to obtain the defired effeCt, muft
be rubbed on the part eight days fuc-

(3 -

cciuvely.

OF FLORA,

205. Anothér Pomatum for the Hair,

Cur mnto {mall
E - » 3 ~ J . i

quantity of Hog’s C

]

or ten days in clean Water,

careful to change three times a day, and
every time the Water is changed, ftir it
well with a fpatulato make the flefh white.
Drain the fleth dry, and putting it into

new carthen pipkin, with a pint of Rofe-
water, and a Lemon ftuck with Clos

fimmer them over the fire till the fkum
looks reddifh. Skim this off, and re

moving the pipkin from the fire, firai:

the Liquor. When it has cooled, take off

the fat; beat it well
which change tw

occalion may requi
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rofe, Lavender Po-
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AL wilil
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h-gathered Orahge
Rofes, Lavender
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VAIULK § each half a

pound ;

clofe tied over with

OF FLORA.

pound ; of Sweet Marjoram Leaves,

Clove-july-flowers picked, each a quar:

1
g

of 2 pound ; of 1 hyme, three ounces :
» J 7

d Melilot Sta

. % s
Gl - -\--lL‘L DLASAD ALt

LWO ounces

b}

weatner.
fon, they will afford an excelient compo-
fition for a perfume; which may be ren-

]

1 YT MOore 1ras

derec
fcented Cyprefs-powder, mixed with coarfe
Violet-powder.

I4
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AL thE mMontnh s enda, add {
of Florentine Orrice-root in fir
and the fame quantity of powdered
miny of Cloves,
powdered, each twe
Calamus Aromaticus, all
and Cyprefs-powder, of cach
Yellow Sanders and

Flag, of each three quarters of an ounce.

Mix the whole thoroughly, by ftirring, and

you will have a very fragrant perfume.

P OWDERS.

211, (_,) ad _’;'1"‘.,..L.;' P !

.l

Put half a pound of Orange Flowers
mto -a box that contains twelve
and ‘a half of lered Starch :

them well with the Starch., and f

-~ »
»
.

il
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Recipe for Pomatum
18th Century
(Westminster City Archives)
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French Soft Paste Porcelain Pot a Pommade ('Toilet Jar)
Saint Cloud Porcelain Factory 18th Century
(Cooper Hewitt - Smithsonian)



French Soft Paste Porcelain Pot a Pommade ('Toilet Jar)
Vincennes Porcelain Factory 18th Century

(Sotheby’s)



French Soft Paste Porcelain Pot a Pommade ('Toilet Jar)
Chantilly c. 1735- 1740
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




French Soft Paste Porcelain Pot a Pommade ('Toilet Jar)
Chantilly c. 1735- 1740
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




French Soft Paste Porcelain Pot a Pommade ('Toilet Jar)
Vincennes Manufactory c. 1745 - 1750
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)




French Soft Paste Porcelain Pot a Pommade ('Toilet Jar)
Mennecy Porcelain Factory c¢. 1755 - 1765

(Victoria & Albert)



French Soft Paste Porcelain Pot a Pommade ('Toilet Jar)
Mennecy Porcelain Factory c¢. 1755 - 1765

(Victoria & Albert)



English Soft Paste Porcelain Pot a Pommade (Toilet Jar)

Derby Porcelain Factory c. 1780
(Victoria & Albert)



French Soft Paste Porcelain Pot a Pommade ('Toilet Jar)

Sevres Porceelain Factory c. 1765
(Victoria & Albert)



French Soft Paste Porcelain Pot 2 Pommade ('T'oilet Jar)
Scvres Poreelain Factory c. 1765
(Victoria & Albert)




French Soft Paste Porcelain Pot a Pommade ('Toilet Jar)
Sevres Manufactory - Decorated by Louis-Jean Thévenet, Pere, ainé 1764
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)


http://www.mfa.org/collections/search?f%5B0%5D=field_artists%253Afield_artist%3A5004
http://www.mfa.org/collections/search?f%5B0%5D=field_artists%253Afield_artist%3A5004
http://www.mfa.org/collections/search?f%5B0%5D=field_artists%253Afield_artist%3A5098
http://www.mfa.org/collections/search?f%5B0%5D=field_artists%253Afield_artist%3A5098

French Soft Paste Porcelain Pot a Pommade ('Toilet Jar)

c. 1780
(Victoria & Albert)



English Soft Paste Porcelain Pot a Pommade (Toilet Jar) & "T'ray
[Longton Hall Manufactory 1753
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)




English Salt Glazed Stoneware Pot a Pommade (Toilet Jar) from Staffordshire
18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




English Salt Glazed Stoneware Pot a Pommade (Toilet Jar) from Staffordshire
c. 1765
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)







ABDEKXKER.

OsservaTtion III.

WHEN you want to make a2 beaatiful Paint,

obferve the following Proportion between the
Drugs mention'd in Page 70 of this Work, where
this OssEavaTiON i8 referr'd to.

‘Taxe four Ounces of the Oil of Ben, an Ounce
of Virgin Wax, and two Drams and a half of Ma-
giftery of Bifmuth, The Oil of Ben is preferable

 to the Oil of {weet Almonds, and alfo to that of the
four Cold Seeds, becaufe it does not over-heat fo
much as thofe Oils, and keeps a long time before it
changes.

" Tut Magiftery of Bifmuth ‘is to be preferr'd to
that of Tin or Lead, becaule it is a great deal whi-
ter. This Cofmetic is commonly call’d Spari/® White.
‘If It be ‘difblv’d in Flower-de-Luce Water, it will
‘whiten the Face.

Axn excellent White Paint for the Face,

T'sxz 'of the white Part of Hartfhorn a Pound,
‘of the Flout of Rice two Pounds, of White Lead
‘half a Pound, of: Cuttle-Fifh Bone two Ounces;
Frankincenfe, Maftich,;” Gum' Arabic, of each an
‘Ounce ;. dilate the Whole in a fufficient Quantity of
Rofe-Water. Wafh the Face therewith.

Red Pain,

Tak Root ‘of Alkaret gives'a handfome red Co-
Jour to the Pomatams that are ufed for the Face. A
‘Scarlet Ribbon dipp’d in cotnmon Water, or in Br;n-

Y»

"ABDEKER: OR, The Art of preserving BEAUTY”
by Antoine L.e Camus 1754
(Google Books)
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dy, and rubb’d on the Cheeks, gives them fuch 2
beautiful Redne(s that one would take it to be natu-
tal. Others, by tubbing their Cheeks with Scarlet
Wool, give them a very handfome, Red. Some ufe
Red Lead for the fame Purpofe.

CINNABAR is dompofcd of Brimflone and Mer-
cury. When it is reduced to a {ubtil Powder in 2
Marble Mortar, it acquires fo lively and fo high a
Colour, that it is ealled Vermilion, Some Ladics
mix it with Paint wherewith they rub their Cheeks,
which is very dangerous; for by afing it frequently

they may lofe their Teeth, acquire a ftinking Breath;
.and excite 2 copious Salivation.

Tbe Secret of a Turk for making an excellent
Carmine,

Taxe & Pound of the beft rafp'd Brﬁﬁl Wood,
~and fleep it for three or four Days in a fufficient
'Ogannry of White-Wine Vmegar After that , boil
it for half .an Hour; ftrain it t)u'ongh a ﬁ.rong ‘Piece
of Linen, and put it again over the Fire. - You muft
likewife diffolve by itlelf eight. OQunces. of Alum in
‘a fufficient Quantity of White-Wine Vmegar Mig
‘both Liquors together, by ftirring them in a Mortar;
and there, will arife a Froth, which is ‘the Carmine.
‘Skim it off, dry it, and keep it for Ufe.. Cochineal
or red Sanders may be ufed inftead of Brafi/ Wood.

Another Kind of Red Pains.
Taxz Brafil Wood and Roch-Alym, beat. them
together in a Moytar; boil the Mafs, .in a fofficient
Quantity of Red Wine, until one Thud is mufuml’&;

Let the Liquor grow cold; dip therein a Bit of Cot-
ton, and rub it on your Cheeks.

A Kiud of . Paint that refembles the unatiral Red,

Taxe Benjamin, Braf/ Wood, Roch-Alunf, of
each half an Ounce; of red Sanders an Ounce,
Macerate the Whole in a Pint of ftrong Brandy for
the Space of twelve Days; fhake ‘the Bottle every
Day, let it be well cork’d, and keep it for Ufe. A
flight Touch of this Liquor gives fuch a beautiful
Red to the Cheeks, that it can hardly be diftinguifh'd
from' the natural : And what renders this Secret the
qoft valuable is, that its Ufe is attended with no ill
Confequences. Such Women as dare not paint for
fear it fhould be perceived, may ufe this Compofition
withoyt any Dan_ge: of being fufpetted,

An Qil for painting the,Cheeks red.

T axE ten-Pounds of {weet Almonds, an Ounce of
red Sanders in Powder, .and an Qunce of Cloves:
Beat them well together in a2 Mortar; pour four
Ounces of White Wine thereon, and three Ounces
of Rofe-Water. Shake the Veflel every Day for

eight Days fucceffively ; prefs out the Oil in the fame
Manner vfed in making Oil of .fweet Almonds,

Ap— G A A A s 4

OnsnnvA'rxon 1V,

Aw perfoaded ‘the Ladies will be well pleafed at
‘my tranflating literally the Manufcript that the
Doltor gave the young Odalike. It was tranfcribd

by
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Charles-Nicolas Cochin
Writing about 1750:

"It is well known that rougeﬁothihg \
wealth, because it cannot be supposed t
more beautiful with this terrible crim
distinction has been attached to a ¢c

even the lowliest grisettes can mg

person of the highest birth."
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vapour-bath, in a veflel clofely corked,
be fuffered to congeal as before. When
properly prepared, fill it into gallypots,
and tye the mouths over with wet blad-

ders, to prevent the air from penetrating.

This Pomatum 1s extremely fragrant,

but is ufed only for dreffing the hair,

In the fame manner are prepared,
Orange-flower Pomatum, Jaimine Po-
matum, and all Pomatums made of odori-
ferous flowers. Common Pomatum fcent-

ed with the eflences of any fuch flowers,

may be ufed as a good fuccedancum.

189, LIP-SALVES.

Take three ounces of Oil of Almonds,
three quarters of an ounce of Sperma-

ceti, and a quarter of an ounce of Vir-
gin’s

OF FLORA.

gin’s Wax; melt them together over a
flow fire, mixing with them a little of the
powder of Alkanet Root. Keep ftirring
till cold, and then add a few drops of Oil
of Rhodium,

188. Or,

T Axe prepared Tutty and Oil of Eggs,
of each equal parts; mix, and apply them
to the lips, after wafhing the latter with
Barley or Plantane Water,

189. Or,

PracE over a chafing-dith of coals, in
a glazed earthen pan, a quarter of a pound
of the beft frefth Butter, and an ounce of
Virgin’s Wax ; melt them together ; when
thoroughly melted, throw in the Stones of
half a bunch of ripe Black Grapes, with
fome Alkanet Roots a little bruifed. Sim-
mer thefe ingredient together for a quarter

of

“THE TOILET OF FLORA”
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of an hour; afterwards ftrain the mixture
through a fine linen cloth ; and pour into
your pomatum, Wwhich muft be again
fet on the fire, a fpoonful of Orange-
flower Water. Having let them fimmer
together a little while, take the pan off the
fire, and keep the pomatum ftirring till it
become quite cold. It will keep a long
while, and is a perfect cure for chapped

lips.

190. A Yellow Lip-Salve.

Taxe Yellow Bee’s Wax, two ounces
and a half; Oil of Sweet Almonds, a
quarter of a pint ; melt the Wax in the
Oil, "and let the mixture ftand till it be-
come cold, when it acquires a pretty ftiff
confiftence. Scrape it into a marble mor-
tar, and rub it with a wooden peftle, to
render it perfectly fmooth. Keep it for

ufe in a gallypot, clofely covered,

OF FLORA. 161

It 1s emollient and lenient; of courfe
he lips, hands, or nip-

ples; and preferves the fkin foft and

{mooth.

A Cruft of Bread applied hot, is an
cfficacious remedy for pimples that rifc on
the lips, in confequence of having drank

out of a glafs after an uncleanly perfon.

1 9 I. /1 S‘\!/'.”( 4 L.'P-S;i;’i'c’.

Taxke Hog’s Lard wathed in Rofe-water,
half a pound; Red Rofes and Damaifk
Rofes bruifed, a quarter of a pound;
knead them together and let them lie in
that ftate two days. Then meltthe Hog’s
Lard, and ftrain it from the Rofes. Add
a frefh quantity of the latter, knead them
in the Hog’s Lard, and let them lie to-

gcther two days as before; then gently
e / o 4

fimmer the mixture in a vapour-hnrh.
Prefs

“THE TOILET OF FLORA”
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Prefs out the Lard, and keep it for
ufe in the fame manner as other Lip-

falves.

192. O,

TAKE an ounce of Oil of Sweet Al-
monds cold drawn, a drachm of frefh
Mutton Suet, and a little bruifed Alkanet
Root ; fimmer the whole together. In-
ftead of Qil of Sweet Almonds you may
ufe Oil of Jafmine, or the Qil of any
other Flower, if you choofe the Lip-falve
fhould have a fragrant fcent.

£
o

193. Or,
TaxE Oil of Violets, and the expreffed
Juice of Mallows, of cach an ounce and

a half; Goofe Greafe and Veal Marrow,

of each a quarter of an ounce; Gum Tra-

gacanth, a drachm and a half; melt the

whole over a gentle fire,

OF FLORA.

194. Or,

TAkE half a pound of frefh Butter,
a quarter of a pound of Bee’s Wax, four
or five ounces of cleanfed Black Grapes,
and about an ounce of bruifed Alkanet
Root; fimmer them together over a flow
fire till the Wax 1s wholly diffolved, and
the mixture become of a bright red co-
lour ; then ftrain, and fet it by for ufe,

195. Or,

Taxe Deer or Goat’s Suet, fix ounces;
Hog’s Lard, four ounces: cut them into
little bits, and wath them five or fix dif-
ferent times in White Wine ; then by hard
preflure fqueeze out every drop of the
Wine, Melt the fats in a new-glazed
earthen pan with half an ounce of Orrice
Roots cut in thin flices, a grated Nutmeg,
two or three Pippins pared and fliced thin,

a p'znt

“THE TOILET OF FLORA”

by Pierre-Joseph Buc'hoz, Printed for J. Murray and W. Nicoll, L.ondon 1779
(Biodiversity Heritage Library)
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a pint of Rofe-water, an ounce ‘of
Wax, and half an ounce of bruifed
Simmer the whole over a flow

half an hour; then
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Id, then wafh 1t we
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196, White Pomatum,

TAkE an ounce of Florentine Orrices-
root, half an ounce of Calamus Aro-
maticus, and as much Gum Benjamin, a
quarter of an ounce of Rofe-wood, and
a quarter of an ounce of Cloves. Bruife

the whole into a grofs powder, tie it up

in a piece of linen, and fimmer it in 2

vapoure

“THE TOILET OF FLORA”
by Pierre-Joseph Buc'hoz, Printed for J. Murray and W. Nicoll, L.ondon 1779
(Biodiversity Heritage Library)






Mouse - Skin Eyebrows

A Poem by Matthew Prior
1718

HEILEN was just dipt into bed

Her eye-brows on the toilet lay

Away the kitten with them fled
As fees belonging to her prey

For this misfortune careless Jane,
Assure yourself, was loudly rated
And madam, getting up again,

With her own hand the mouse-trap baited.

On little things, as sages write,
Depends our human joy or sorrows
If we don't catch a mouse to-night,

Alas! no eyebrows for to-morrow.
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Mouse - Skin Eyebrows

Jonathan Swift
A Beautiful Young Nymph Going to Bed
1734

Her eyebrows from a mouse's hide
Stuck on with art on either side,
Pulls oft with care, and first displays ‘em,
"Then in a play-books smoothly lays ‘em.

An Anonymous Poem
‘T'he London Daily Post
19 June 1736

Or Nightly Traps insidious lay,
"T'o catch new Eye-brows for the Day
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Cheek Plumpers

Whether to create a more pronounced and youthful cheek profile, or to
support hollow cheeks that resulted from the premature loss of teeth, cheek

plumpers of cork were occasionally employed as a means of improving the
appearance of the face.

A General Dictionary of the English L.anguage
by Thomas Sheridan, A.M.
1780

“PLLUMPER, ... Something worn in the mouth to swell out the cheeks.”
A Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue

by Francis Grose
1788

“Plumpers. Contrivances said to be formerly worn by old maids, for filling out a pair of shrivelled cheeks.”




Jonathan Swift
A Beautiful Young Nymph Going to Bed

Corinna, Pride of Drury-Iane,

For whom no Shepherd sighs in vain;
Never did Covent Garden boast

So bright a batter'd, strolling Toast;
No drunken Rake to pick her up,

No Cellar where on Tick to sup;
Returning at the Midnight Hour;
Four Stories climbing to her Bow'r;
Then, seated on a three-legg'd Chair,
"Takes off her artificial Hair:

Now, picking out a Crystal Eye,

She wipes it clean, and lays it by.

Her Eye-Brows from a Mouse's Hide,
Stuck on with Art on either Side,

Pulls off with Care, and first displays 'em,
Then in a Play-Book smoothly lays 'em.
Now dextrously her Plumpers draws,
"That serve to fill her hollow Jaws.
Untwists a Wire; and from her Gums
A Set of 'T'eeth completely comes.

1734

Pulls out the Rags contriv'd to prop
Her flabby Dugs and down they drop.
Proceeding on, the lovely Goddess
Unlaces next her Steel-Rib'd Bodice;
Which by the Operator's Skill,

Press down the LLumps, the Hollows fill,
Up hoes her Hand, and oft she slips
"The Bolsters that supply her Hips.
With gentlest 'T'ouch, she next explores
Her Shankers, Issues, running Sores,
Iffects of many a sad Disaster;

And then to each applies a Plaster.

But must, before she goes to Bed,

Rub oft the Daubs of White and Red;
And smooth the Furrows in her Front,
With greasy Paper stuck upon't.

She takes a Bolus €'er she sleeps;

And then between two Blankets creeps.
With pains of love tormented lies;

Or if she chance to close her Eyes,



Jonathan Swift
A Beautiful Young Nymph Going to Bed

Of Bridewell and the Compter dreams,
And feels the Lash, and faintly screams;
Or, by a faithless Bully drawn,

At some Hedge-Tavern lies in Pawn;
Or to Jamaica seems transported,
Alone, and by no Planter courted;

Or, near Fleet-Ditch's oozy Brinks,
Surrounded with a Hundred Stinks,
Belated, seems on watch to lie,

And snap some Cull passing by;

Or, struck with Fear, her Fancy runs
On Watchmen, Constables and Duns,
IFrom whom she meets with frequent Rubs;
But, never from Religious Clubs;
Whose Favour she is sure to find,
Because she pays them all in Kind.
CORINNA wakes. A dreadful Sight!
Behold the Ruins of the Night!

A wicked Rat her Plaster stole,

Half eat, and dragged it to his Hole.

1734

The Crystal Eye, alas, was miss'd;

And Puss had on her Plumpers piss'd.

A Pigeon pick'd her Issue-Peas;

And Shock her Tresses fill'd with Fleas.
‘I'he Nymph, tho' in this mangled Plight,
Must ev'ry Morn her Limbs unite.

But how shall I describe her Arts

1o recollect the scatter'd Parts?

Or show the Anguish, Toil, and Pain,
Of gath'ring up herself again?

‘I'he bashful Muse will never bear

In such a Scene to interfere.

Corinna in the Morning dizen'd,

Who sees, will spew; who smells, be poison'd.
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"The material contained within these slideshows is presented for educational purposes only. The
18th Century Material Culture Resource Center does not personally own any of the items
depicted herein and is indebted to the countless museums, libraries, and private collectors who
willingly share their collections with the public through the internet.  Every attempt has been

made to credit these organizations and individuals for their contributions as best as possible.

If there is a question you have regarding a particular item featured within a presentation, please
contact the 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center and we will try to answer your
inquiry as best as possible. If for any reason you feel there is any item that should not be
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