
18th Century Material Culture 
Bathing & Hygiene



Bathing



Woman, nude apart from a sheet, bathing by a pool
Published by Prosper Henry Lankrink after John Smith

c. 1680 - 1684



Susanna at the Bath
 by Jean-Baptiste Santerre  1704

(The Louvre)

http://images.search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0PDoV4sBj9RAmAASyajzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBscGY5OTJpBHNlYwNmcC1hdHRyaWIEc2xrA2NhcA--/SIG=12ei3v5aj/EXP=1363113644/**http%3a//images.search.yahoo.com/search/images%3ffr2=fp%26p=Susanna
http://images.search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0PDoV4sBj9RAmAASyajzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBscGY5OTJpBHNlYwNmcC1hdHRyaWIEc2xrA2NhcA--/SIG=12ei3v5aj/EXP=1363113644/**http%3a//images.search.yahoo.com/search/images%3ffr2=fp%26p=Susanna
http://images.search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0PDoV4sBj9RAmAASyajzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBscGY5OTJpBHNlYwNmcC1hdHRyaWIEc2xrA2NhcA--/SIG=12ei3v5aj/EXP=1363113644/**http%3a//images.search.yahoo.com/search/images%3ffr2=fp%26p=Bath
http://images.search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0PDoV4sBj9RAmAASyajzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBscGY5OTJpBHNlYwNmcC1hdHRyaWIEc2xrA2NhcA--/SIG=12ei3v5aj/EXP=1363113644/**http%3a//images.search.yahoo.com/search/images%3ffr2=fp%26p=Bath
http://images.search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0PDoV4sBj9RAmAASyajzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBscGY5OTJpBHNlYwNmcC1hdHRyaWIEc2xrA2NhcA--/SIG=12ei3v5aj/EXP=1363113644/**http%3a//images.search.yahoo.com/search/images%3ffr2=fp%26p=Jean-Baptiste
http://images.search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0PDoV4sBj9RAmAASyajzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBscGY5OTJpBHNlYwNmcC1hdHRyaWIEc2xrA2NhcA--/SIG=12ei3v5aj/EXP=1363113644/**http%3a//images.search.yahoo.com/search/images%3ffr2=fp%26p=Jean-Baptiste
http://images.search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0PDoV4sBj9RAmAASyajzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBscGY5OTJpBHNlYwNmcC1hdHRyaWIEc2xrA2NhcA--/SIG=12ei3v5aj/EXP=1363113644/**http%3a//images.search.yahoo.com/search/images%3ffr2=fp%26p=Santerre
http://images.search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0PDoV4sBj9RAmAASyajzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBscGY5OTJpBHNlYwNmcC1hdHRyaWIEc2xrA2NhcA--/SIG=12ei3v5aj/EXP=1363113644/**http%3a//images.search.yahoo.com/search/images%3ffr2=fp%26p=Santerre


French Ladies Bathing
 by Claude Simpol    c. 1717  (Formerly Attributed to Bernard Picart)

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Lady in a Bath Room
by James Green  (1746 - 1800)



Lady Undressing for a Bath 
Attributed to Gerardus Duyckinc  c. 1730 - 1739



“La Grecque sortaante du Bain”
by Jean Daullé   c. 1757 - 1759



Women Bathing
by William Taverner  (1703 - 1772)

(The British Museum)



“Du Cabinet ...”
by Pierre François Basan 1772

(The British Museum)



“LE  BAIN.”
Antoine Louis Romanet after Sigmund Freudenberger  1774

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



“Sir Richard Worse-than-sly, exposing his wifes bottom; o fye!”
by James Gillray, Published by William Humphrey  1782

(The British Museum)



“Sir Richard Worse-than-sly, exposing his wifes bottom; o fye!”
by James Gillray, Published by William Humphrey  1782

(The British Museum)



“Sir Richard Worse-than-sly, exposing his wifes bottom; o fye!”
by James Gillray, Published by William Humphrey  1782

(The British Museum)



“Sir Richard Worse-than-sly, exposing his wifes bottom; o fye!”
by James Gillray, Published by William Humphrey  1782

(The British Museum)



“Maidstone Whim”
by William Wells  1782
(The British Museum)



“Maidstone Whim”
by William Wells  1782
(The British Museum)



“A BATH of the MODERNS”
by Elizabeth Darchery  1782 

(The British Museum)



“Lady Worsley dressing in the Bathing House”
by Anonymous  1782

(The British Museum)



“ The Maidstone bath or the modern Susanna”
Published by Ancient & Modern Print Warehouse  1782

(The British Museum)



“ The Maidstone bath or the modern Susanna”
Published by Ancient & Modern Print Warehouse  1782

(The British Museum)



“La Toillette”
Louis Bennet,, Nicolas Rene Jollian  c. 1782 - 1785

(Private Collection)



“La Toillette”
Louis Bennet,, Nicolas Rene Jollian  c. 1782 - 1785

(Private Collection)



Bathers in a Stream
by Baron Dominique Vivant Denon  c. 1780 - 1790



Bathers in a Stream
by François Boucher





Bathers Near a Waterfall
French School - 18th Century

(Sotheby’s Auction House)



Bathers Near a Waterfall
French School - 18th Century

(Sotheby’s Auction House)



“The Distracted Woman”    “LA DISTRAITE”
1778

(Private Collection)



“The Distracted Woman”    “LA DISTRAITE”
1778

(Private Collection)



“The Distracted Woman”    “LA DISTRAITE”
1778

(Private Collection)



French Toilette
18th Century

(The British Museum)



French Toilette
18th Century

(The British Museum)



“LORD  NO--TH,  IN  THE  SUDS.”
by T. Edwards   1782

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The Bathing Place at Ramsgate”
by Benjamin West  c. 1788

(Yale Center for British Art) 



“The Bathing Place at Ramsgate”
by Benjamin West  c. 1788

(Yale Center for British Art) 



Women bathing in a Lake
18th century - Mughal dynasty

(Smithsonian Institure) 



Bathtubs



European Copper Bath Tub
Late 18th Century



Trade Card for John Adams, Cooper
London Late 18th Century

(The British Museum)



Trade Card for Thomas Hubbard, Cooper
London Late 18th Century

(The British Museum)



Oral Hygiene



Thomas Jefferson’s Toothbrush Handle 
Excavated in the Side Yard of the Thomas Everard House, Williamsburg

(Monticello)



English or Scottish Traveling  Toilet Case
c. 1750 - 1800

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



Feminine Hygiene



French Bidets
by Jean-Charles Delafosse (1734-89)

(Private Collection)



French Bidet
by Bernard Van Risen Burgh (1696 - 1766)

c. 1751
(Joconde Musées de France)



“La Toilette Intime”
by Francois Boucher   1741

(Musée Thyssen-Bornemisza, Madrid)



Porcelain Bidet
18th Century

(Joconde Musées de France)



“La Toilette Intime”
by Jean-Francois Garneray (1755-1837) 



“La Toilette intime ou la Rose effeuillee”
by Louis-Léopold Boilly  c. 1790 - 1800



Vaginal Syringe (Douche)Recovered in New York City
18th Century

(New York City Archeological Repository)



Vaginal Syringe (Douche)Recovered in New York City
18th Century

(New York City Archeological Repository)
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