
18th Century Material Culture 
Lanterns & Street Lamps



Wood
Lanterns



Wood Lantern Recovered from the Mary Rose Shipwreck
c. 1524

(The Mary Rose)



“Oublieur de la Ville de Paris”
by Bernard Picart, Published by Gaspard Duchange   1708

(The British Museum)



“THE  HUMOURS  OF  HOB  AT  THE  COUNTRY  WAKE  IN  THE  OPERA  OF  FLORA”
by Claude Dubosc, Published by Robert Sayer, After John Laguerre   c. 1745

(The British Museum)



“HOB’S  PETITION to St. Thomas to be saved from the Well”
by Claude Dubosc, Published by Robert Sayer, After John Laguerre   c. 1745

(The British Museum)



Wood & Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
Late 18th - Early 19th Century

(Cowan’s Auctions)



New England Pine and Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
18th Century 

(Private Collection)



New England Pine and Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
18th Century 

(Private Collection)



Pine, Oak, & Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
Late 18th - Early 19th Century

(John McInnis Auctions)



Pine, Oak, & Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
Late 18th - Early 19th Century

(John McInnis Auctions)



Wood & Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
Late 18th - Early 19th Century

(John McInnis Auctions)



American Wood & Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows from Pennsylvania
c. 1770

(Winterthur)



American Wood & Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
c. 1775 - 1840
(Winterthur)



Wood Lantern with Glass Windows
c. 1770 - 1800
(Winterthur)



Wood Lantern with Glass Windows
Late 18th - Early 19th Century

(Private Collection)



Wood Lantern with Glass Windows
c. 1780 - 1820

(Historic New England)



American, Likely Boston, Wood & Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
c. 1780 - 1790

(Prairie Peddler Antiques)



American, Likely Boston, Wood & Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
c. 1780 - 1790

(Prairie Peddler Antiques)



Wood Lantern with Horn Windows
Aberdeenshire, Scotland   18th Century

(Museum of Scotland)



Tinned Sheet Iron
Lanterns



The Dutch School
by Jacob Gole (1660 - 1737) Late 17th - Early 18th Century 

(Yale Center for British Art)



“Night”
by William Hogarth   1736

(Tate)



“Night”
by William Hogarth   1736

(Tate)



“LA  DOUBLE  SURPRISE”
by Jacques Firmin Beauvarlet, After Gerard Dou   c. 1746 - 1790

(Yale Center for British Art)



Detail: “LA  DOUBLE  SURPRISE”
by Jacques Firmin Beauvarlet, After Gerard Dou   c. 1746 - 1790

(The British Museum)



“The DOUBLE  SURPRIZE”
by Carington Bowles, After Gerard Dou   c. 1768 - 1772

(The British Museum)



“CRUELTY  IN  PERFECTION”
by William Hogarth   1751

(Private Collection)



“Young Musicians”
by William Pether   c. 1760 - 1780

(Private Collection)



Detail: “Young Musicians”
by William Pether   c. 1760 - 1780

(Private Collection)



David Garrick as John Brute in “The Provok’d Wife” by Vanbruch, Drury Lane
by Johann Zoffany   1763

(Wolverhampton Arts & Heritage)



“A  COMMON  COUNCIL  Beast, returning from a Turtle Feast.”
by Carington Bowles   c. 1766 - 1790

(The British Museum)



A Satire on Gin Drinking
London   1766

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Detail: A Satire on Gin Drinking
London   1766

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“Arthur Wentworth of Bulmer, near Castle Howard, Yorkshire”
by Valentine Green, After Nathan Drake   1767

(The British Museum)



“The Letter Woman”   
Philip Dawe, After Henry Morland   1769

(Private Collection)



Detail: “The Letter Woman”   
Philip Dawe, After Henry Morland   1769

(Christie’s)



“A Girl Bundling Asparagus”
by John Atkinson   1771

(Yale Center for British Art)



Detail: “A Girl Bundling Asparagus”
by John Atkinson   1771

(Yale Center for British Art)



“THE ANATOMIST OVERTAKEN BY THE WATCH...” 
by William Austin 1773

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Detail: “THE ANATOMIST OVERTAKEN BY THE WATCH...” 
by William Austin 1773

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Night Scene
by Captain William Baillie   1774

(The British Museum)



Detail: Night Scene
by Captain William Baillie   1774

(The British Museum)



“The GUARDS of the NIGHT DEFEATED”
 Prostitutes Repel the Entry of Four Night -Watchmen

after John Collet by Sayer & Bennett  July 1774
(The British Museum)



“THE  WESTMINSTER  WATCHMAN”
by Thomas Rowlandson   1784

(The British Museum)



Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Horn Windows
18th Century 

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston



Scottish Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Horn Windows from Orkney
Late 18th - Early 19th Century
(National Museums Scotland)



American Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Horn Windows from Pennsylvania
c. 1770

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



“THE  VICAR  AND  MOSES”
by Thomas Colley, Published by Hannah Humphrey   1782

(The British Museum)



Detail: “THE  VICAR  AND  MOSES”
by Thomas Colley, Published by Hannah Humphrey   1782

(The British Museum)



“The VICAR  AND  MOSES”
by Bowles & Carver   1785

(The British Museum)



Detail: “The VICAR  AND  MOSES”
by Bowles & Carver   1785

(The British Museum)



Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Horn Windows
Early 18th Century
(Cowan’s Auctions)



Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Horn Windows
Mid  18th  Century
(Private Collection)



 Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Horn Windows
Mid 18th Century 
(Brunk Auctions)



 Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Horn Windows
Late 18th - Early 19th Century

(Skinner)



 English, American, or North European Miniature Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with a Horn Window Door
c. 1750 - 1825
(Winterthur)



American Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Horn Windows
c. 1790 - 1820
(Winterthur)



Apprentice Joel Anderson Recreating a Tin Lanthorn with Horn Windows
c. 1775

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation - Museum of the American Revolution)



Apprentice Joel Anderson Recreating a Tin Lanthorn with Horn Windows
c. 1775

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation - Museum of the American Revolution)



Apprentice Joel Anderson Recreating a Tin Lanthorn with Horn Windows
c. 1775

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation - Museum of the American Revolution)



Apprentice Joel Anderson Recreating a Tin Lanthorn with Horn Windows
c. 1775

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation - Museum of the American Revolution)



“THE  TALLE - HO  PARSON  GOING  IN  TO  COVER”
by Mathew Darly   1778
(The British Museum)



“INJURED  INNOCENCE, or the COVENT  GARDEN  Night Prowler in Limbs”
c. 1760 - 1780

(Private Collection)



Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
Late 18th Century 

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston



American Painted Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
c. 1750- 1850

(Winterthur)



English Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
c. 1750- 1825

(Winterthur)



Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
18th Century 

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



English or American (Boston) Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
One of TwoTin Lanterns Hung in the Steeple of Christ Church, Boston, the Evening of April 18, 1775

(The Concord Museum)



English, American, or European Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
Late 18th - Early 19th Century

(Winterthur)



English or American Painted Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
c. 1775 - 1850
(Winterthur)



American Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
c. 1780 - 1830
(Winterthur)



English, American, or European Miniature Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
c. 1780 - 1830
(Winterthur)



English, American, or European Miniature Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows
c. 1775 - 1850
(Winterthur)



“The Oyster Woman”
by Henry Robert Morland   1769

(Private Collection)



“The Oyster Woman”
by Henry Robert Morland   1769

(Glasgow Museum)



“The Oyster Woman” 
by Philip Dawe, after Henry Robert Morland   1769

(Yale Center for British Art)



Pierced Tin Iron Lantern Top (Body Construction Unknown)
Found in Front of the British Artillery Redoubt Constructed During the Siege of 1780

(South, Stanley, "Archeology at the Charles Towne Site (38CH1) on Albemarle Point in South Carolina, Part II, The Photographic Study")



Pierced Tin Iron Lantern Top (Body Construction Unknown)
Found in Front of the British Artillery Redoubt Constructed During the Siege of 1780

(South, Stanley, "Archeology at the Charles Towne Site (38CH1) on Albemarle Point in South Carolina, Part II, The Photographic Study")



Fragments of a Pierced Lantern from a French & Indian War Era Provincial Officers’ Hut at Crown Point, New York
by Jean Georges Wille   1772

("The Archaeology of Provincial Officers' Huts at Crown Point State Historic Site," In "Northeast Historical Archaeology")



French Still Life
by Jean Georges Wille   1772

(The British Museum)



Pierced Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern
18th Century 

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston



Pierced Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern
Late 18th Century - Early 19th Century 

(Guilford Court House National Military Park)



Pierced Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern
Late 18th Century - Early 19th Century 

(Private Collection)



Pierced Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern
Late 18th Century - Early 19th Century 

(Private Collection)



Pierced Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern
Late 18th Century - Early 19th Century 

(Private Collection)



American Pierced Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Window Door
c. 1790 - 1830
(Winterthur)



Pierced Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Window Door
Late 18th Century - Early 19th Century 

(Ceredigion Museum)



Pierced Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Windows & Glass Window Door
c. 1770 - 1830
(Winterthur)



English or American Miniature Pierced Tinned Sheet Iron Lantern with Glass Window Door
c. 1775 - 1850
(Winterthur)



Tinned Sheet Iron
Lanterns

With Handles



“Past twelve a Clock  Moon light Morning.”   A Watchman
by Philippe Mercier, After David Teniers the Younger   c. 1720 - 1725

(The British Museum)



“OLD  HAMAN the NORTHAMPTON -  LAMP - LIGHTER  DRAWN from LIFE 1774”
by T. Edwards   1774

(The British Museum)



American Tinned Sheet Iron & Lead Lantern with Glass Windows & Handle
c. 1750 - 1800

(The British Museum)



“Dark Lanthorns”

“Dark Lanthorns” were small hand held lanterns designed to 
reveal or conceal light.  Made with a single door or shutter to 
regulate the emission of light while keeping a candle lit, they 
were often used to hide one’s identity when one did not want 
their identity known.  Often carried by both those who abided by 
the law as well as those with unscrupulous intentions, “Dark 
Lanthorns” were also used in theatrical performances during the 
18th century. Because of their history and use, the phrase “Dark 
Lantern” became known as a secretive person or society over 
time.

1736 Canting Dictionary:
“A Dark LANTHORN, the Servant or Agent that receives the Bribe (at 
Court).”

London Encyclopedia of 1829:
“Lantern, Dark, has only one opening which may be closed up when the 
light is to be entirely hid, or opened when there is occasion for the light to 
discover some object”



“Dark Lanthorn” Carried by Guy Fawkes When He Foiled in His Plot to Destroy the House of Parliament on November 5, 1605
c. 1600

(Ashmolean Museum)



“Dark Lanthorn” Carried by Guy Fawkes When He Foiled in His Plot to Destroy the House of Parliament on November 5, 1605
c. 1600

(Ashmolean Museum)



“Dark Lanthorn” Carried by Guy Fawkes When He Foiled in His Plot to Destroy the House of Parliament on November 5, 1605
c. 1600

(Ashmolean Museum)



“THE  POWDER  PLOT”
c. 1700 - 1750

(The British Museum)



“Gunpowder Treason”
c. 1700 - 1750

(The British Museum)



“Gunpowder Treason”
c. 1700 - 1750

(The British Museum)



The Double Deliverance
After Samuel Ward of Amsterdam   c. 1621

(The British Museum)



“A thankfull Remembrance    The Powder Plot”
by Myles Flesher / Friederich von Hulsen, Published by Robery Mylbourne   1627

(The British Museum)



“A thankfull Remembrance    The Powder Plot”
by Myles Flesher / Friederich von Hulsen, Published by Robery Mylbourne   1627

(The British Museum)



The Papist Powder Treason
After Samuel Ward of Amsterdam   c. 1689

(The British Museum)



“A  PLOT  WITH  POWDER  1605...”
c. 1623

(The British Museum)



Detail: “A  PLOT  WITH  POWDER  1605...”
c. 1623

(The British Museum)



Caricature of Count Matteo Alberti of Venice Escorted by a Servant
by Antonio Maria Zanetti I   c. 1694 - 1757

(The British Museum)



Book Illustration
by Gerard van der Gucht, After Grevelot   c. 1735

(The British Museum)



Book Illustration
by Gerard van der Gucht, After Grevelot   c. 1735

(The British Museum)



“Mr Turbutt in the Character of Sosia in Amphitryon”
by Andrew Miller, Published by Henry Overton I, After Thomas Bisse   c. 1740

(The British Museum)



Detail: “Mr Turbutt in the Character of Sosia in Amphitryon”
by Andrew Miller, Published by Henry Overton I, After Thomas Bisse   c. 1740

(The British Museum)



“MR.  CARLIN.”
by Charles Grignion, Published by William Faden, After De Fesch   1773

(The British Museum)



“THE  FOND  PARENTS”
by Sayer & Bennett    1776

(The British Museum)



Detail: “THE  FOND  PARENTS”
by Sayer & Bennett    1776

(The British Museum)



“GUY - VAUX & JUDAS - ISCARIOT.”
by James Gillray   1782

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“THE  WESTMINSTER  CANVASS.”
by J. Ridgway    1784

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“THE  WESTMINSTER  CANVASS.”
by J. Ridgway    1784

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“DARK  LANTHERN  BUSINESS...”
by Thomas Rowlandson    1784

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“DARK  LANTHERN  BUSINESS...”
by Thomas Rowlandson    1784

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“FOX  VICTORIOUS or Treachery overthrown”
by W.G. Phillips    1784
(The British Library)



“A Knight of the Back Stairs with his three best Friends”
1784

(The British Library)



“POPULAR  FRENZY, or, the DEMOLITION of St. STEPH.s CHAPEL ”
by William Wells 1784
(The British Library)



“DIOGENES in Search of an HONEST  MAN.”
by Robert Sayer   1787

(Lewis Walpole Library)



From the Dover "Catchpenny Prints" Book
c. 1790 - 1800

(Public Domain)



“THE  USURPERS  HABIT”  (King Louis XIV)
by John Savage  1691
(The British Library)



French Brass & Sheet Iron Lantern with Collapsable Brass Handle
A Turn of the Brass Cap Turns an Inner Chamber Which Contains a Candle   c. 1760

(Thomas Coulborn & Sons, Ltd.)



French Brass & Sheet Iron Lantern with Collapsable Brass Handle
A Turn of the Brass Cap Turns an Inner Chamber Which Contains a Candle   c. 1760

(Thomas Coulborn & Sons, Ltd.)



French Sheet Iron, Brass, & Horn Lantern with Handle
18th Century
(Bonhams)



“FRENCH - TELEGRAPH making SIGNALS in the Dark”
by James Gillray, Published by Hannah Humphrey   1795

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Brass 
Lanterns



Scottish Brass Lantern with Horn Windows
Engraved “P  FAIRBAIRN  COVE  1750”

Handed down from Generation to Generation in the Family of Fairbairn of Cockburnspath in East Lothian
(National Museums of Scotland)



Scottish Brass Lantern with Horn Windows
Engraved “P  FAIRBAIRN  COVE  1750”

Handed down from Generation to Generation in the Family of Fairbairn of Cockburnspath in East Lothian
(National Museums of Scotland)



Stoneware 
Lanterns



English Stoneware Lantern from Staffordshire
by Isa Wood    1712

(The British Museum)



Paper 
Lanterns



The Ballad Singer
by Henry Robert Morland    1764

(Yale Center for British Art)



A Girl Singing Ballads by a Paper Lanthorn
by Thomas Watson, After Henry Robert Morland    c. 1767 - 1781

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Detail: A Girl Singing Ballads by a Paper Lanthorn
by Thomas Watson, After Henry Robert Morland    c. 1767 - 1781

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Parade
Lanterns



American Tinned Sheet Iron Parade Lantern
c. 1775 - 1825

(Winterthur)



Lantern 
Sellers



Trade Card
18th Century

(Bishopsgate Institute)



Lantern Seller
by Anne Claude Philippe de Tubières, Comte de Caylus after Edme Bouchardon   1737

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



The Lantern in Winter, Water in Summer
by Anne Claude Philippe de Tubières, Comte de Caylus after Edme Bouchardon   1737

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Reseller
by Anne Claude Philippe de Tubières, Comte de Caylus after Edme Bouchardon   1737

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Wall 
Lanterns



English Bronze Wall Lantern with Glass Windows
c. 1770

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



English Partially Gilded Mahogany Wall Lantern with Glass Windows
c. 1750

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



English Mahogany Wall Lantern with Glass Windows
c. 1750 - 1760

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Street 
Lamps



Trade Card
c. 1733 - 1769

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Trade Card
c. 1733 - 1769

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“THE  ENRAGED  MUSICIAN”
by William Hogarth  1741
(Lewis Walpole Library)



“THE  ENRAGED  MUSICIAN”
by William Hogarth  1741
(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The ENTERPRIZING  MACARONI playing the Part of RANGER... Up I go.”
by Carington Bowles  1772
(Lewis Walpole Library)



Detail: “The ENTERPRIZING  MACARONI playing the Part of RANGER... Up I go.”
by Carington Bowles  1772
(Lewis Walpole Library)



“MACARONI  Valour display’d, or the Drunken Hero pillag’d”
by William Humphrey   1773

(The British Museum)



Detail: “MACARONI  Valour display’d, or the Drunken Hero pillag’d”
by William Humphrey   1773

(The British Museum)



Lamp 
Lighters



“OLD  HAMAN the NORTHAMPTON -  LAMP - LIGHTER  DRAWN from LIFE 1774”
by T. Edwards   1774

(The British Museum)



“LIGHT YOUR HONOUR.”
by James Wilson, Published William Humphrey

(The British Museum)



Detail: “LIGHT YOUR HONOUR.”
by James Wilson, Published William Humphrey

(The British Museum)



“INTELLIGENCE on the PEACE”
by Carington Bowles  after Robert Dighton  1784

(The British Museum)



Detail: “INTELLIGENCE on the PEACE”
by Carington Bowles  after Robert Dighton  1784

(The British Museum)



“INTELLIGENCE on the PEACE”
by Carington Bowles  after Robert Dighton  1784

(The British Museum)



Detail: “INTELLIGENCE on the PEACE”
by Carington Bowles  after Robert Dighton  1784

(The British Museum)



Trade Card
18th Century

(Bishopsgate Institute)



“The Lamp - Lighter’s POEM” - A Christmas Greeting Broadside
c. 1785 - 1810

(Museum of London)
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