18th Century Material Culture
Breeches & Overalls







Furopean Silk Breeches

C. 1710
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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English Velvet Suit Breeches

C. 1725 - I750
(Colonial Williamsburg)



Silk Breeches

C. 1740
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




Silk Breeches

C. 1740
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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Silk Breeches Owned by Virginian John Blair
C. 1750 - 1760
(Colonial Williamsburg)



American Cotton, Wool, & Linen Breeches

C. 1750 - 1810
(Winterthur)



American Cotton, Wool, & Linen Breeches

C. 1750 - 1810
(Winterthur)



American Cotton, Wool, & Linen Breeches

C. 1750 - 1810
(Winterthur)
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American Cotton, Wool, & Linen Breeches
C. 1750 - 1810
(Winterthur)
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American Cotton, Wool, & Linen Breeches

C. 1750 - 1810
(Winterthur)
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American Cotton, Wool, & Linen Breeches

C. 1750 - 1810
(Winterthur)
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American Cotton, Wool, & Linen Breeches

C. 1750 - 1810
(Winterthur)



American Cotton, Wool, & Linen Breeches
C. 1750 - 1810
(Winterthur)




Cotton & Silk Boy’s Breeches

1758
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



European Breeches
2nd Half 18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)






American Wool Breeches worn by Daniel Arnold as a Child
C. 1761

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



American or English White Dimity Breeches

c. 1765 - 1785
(Colonial Williamsburg)



English Breeches from a Silk Suit

C. 1765 - 1790
(Colonial Williamsburg)
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Silk Breeches I .ined with Shalloon
C. 1765 - 1775






English Breeches from a Silk Wedding Suit

C. 1770
(National Trust)




Silk Velvet Breeches

C. 1770
(Ham House, Surrey)




American or European Cotton Breeches

C. 1770
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




American or European Cotton Breeches

C. 1770
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




Natural Tabby Weave Cotton Breeches from the “T'azwell” Family of Virginia
C. 1770 - 1810

(Colonial Williamsburg)



“THE BATTLE ROYAL, or Who wears the Breeches.”
by W. Humphry 1774
(LLewis Walpole Library)



“THE BATTLE ROYAL., or Who wears the Breeches.”
by W. Humphry 1774
(LLewis Walpole Library)




America Boy’s 'T'abby Linen Breeches

C. 1775
(Colonial Williamsburg)
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English Silk & Cotton Breeches
C. 1775 - 1800
(Winterthur)



English Silk & Cotton Breeches
C. 1775 - 1800
(Winterthur)



English Silk & Cotton Breeches
C. 1775 - 1800
(Winterthur)



English Silk & Cotton Breeches
C. 1775 - 1800
(Winterthur)
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English Silk & Cotton Breeches
C. 1775 - 1800
(Winterthur)



American or European (Silk?) Breeches

C. I775- 1825
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)






English Silk Breeches (Part of a Suit)
c. 1780
(Colonial Williamsburg)




Cotton Breeches from Virginia
c. 1780
(Colonial Williamsburg)



Virginian Cotton Breeches
c. 1785
(Colonial Williamsburg)




French (Silk?) Breeches

c. 1787-1789
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



French (Silk?) Breeches

c. 1787-1789
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



English Green Silk Breeches

C. 1789
(Chawton House)






American or European Wool Breeches
18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



American or European Wool Breeches
18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



American or European Silk Breeches
18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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French Breeches
18th Century
(Honolulu Museum of Art)



A Pair of Linen Breeches
18th Century
(Dunlap)
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Silk Breeches
Late 18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




Silk Breeches
Late 18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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Silk Breeches
Late 18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Wool Twill & Linen Breeches

18th - Early 19th Century
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)
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Metal Gartering



Silk Gartering



Breeches from the Middleton FFamily
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Garter Detail




Breeches Rear Buckle Closure Detail
(Winterthur - Photograph Courtesy Neal Hurst)




Breeches Rear Buckle Closure Detail
(Winterthur - Photograph Courtesy Neal Hurst)
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Breeches Rear Buckle Closure Detail
(Winterthur - Photograph Courtesy Neal Hurst)







Silver Knee Buckles
Marked “I P~
18th Century



French Si;ver Knee Buckles
by Francois Delapierre
C. 1762 = 1768
(Victoria & Albert)



Gold Knee Buckles

by John Rich
c. 1780
(Victoria & Albert)



American Pewter & Brass Knee Buckle
18th Century
(Philadelphia Museum of Art)




“‘#ﬁ“w)‘t"tf 2 .. .__;.f

American Steel Knee Buckle
18th Century
(Philadelphia Museum of Art)
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Knee Buckles
Mid 18th Century
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Knee Buckles
Mid 18th Century



English Knee Buckle

C. 1770
(Victoria & Albert)



Silver Silver Knee Buckle

C. 1770
(Victoria & Albert)



American Silver Knee Buckles

C. 1730 - 1775
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



American Silver Knee Buckles

C. 1730 - 1775
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



American Silver Knee Buckles

C. 1730 - 1775
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



American Silver Knee Buckle

C. 1730 - 1775
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



American Silver Knee Buckles Marked “S.A.”

C. 1770 - 1800
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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Buckskin Breeches
18th Century
(Valley Forge National Historic Park)



[eather Breeches said to have been worn by Thomas Miner (1751-1781) of Groton, Connecticut,
When he was killed at Fort Griswold, New [London, on 6 September 1781.
(Connecticut History Society)




[eather Breeches said to have been worn by Thomas Miner (1751-1781) of Groton, Connecticut,
When he was killed at Fort Griswold, New [London, on 6 September 1781.
(Connecticut History Society)




Copyright Fort Ticonderoga Muaseum

Buff Leather Breaches Owned by Jacob Schieffelin c. 1780
(Fort Ticonderoga)



Buff Leather Breaches

18th Century
(Private Collection)



Buft I .eather Breaches
18th Century
(Private Collection)




Buft I .eather Breaches
18th Century
(Private Collection)
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('The British Museum)
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English Receipt
18th Century
('T'he British Museum)
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English Trade Card
18th Century
('The British Museum)
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English Trade Card
18th Century
('The British Museum)



Tho. Gilbert,

L eathet MWreechies Paket:

At the Breeches and Glove, near
the Corner of Fames - firect,
Long-Acre.

English Trade Card

1757
('The British Museum)
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English Trade Card
18th Century
('T'he British Museum)
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English Trade Card

C. 1750
('The British Museum)



James Porter,
Leatber - Breeches  Maker.

At the Sign of the Boot and Breeches,
within Three Doors of Aldgate, on
the Left Hand Side of the Way, in
Shoemaker-Row:.

Aketh and Selleth all Sorts of |

L eather-Breeches, by Whole- |

{ale and Retail, at Reafonable Rates. |

Likewife Buck and Doe Skins and |
all Sorts of Leather for Breeches.

Prinved ac the Old Kaering Wheel wichous Bifhopfgares |

English Trade Card
18th Century
('The British Museum)
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English Trade Card

759
('T'he British Museum)
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English Trade Card

759
('T'he British Museum)
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English Trade Card
18th Century
('The British Museum)
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English Trade Card

18th Century
('The British Museum)



Breeche '.nakurr nrwwovpj
By SAMUEL PENISTONE,

in New Bird-{ireet, Oxford.Qtrect, near Gro{venor

l T canngt be denied
that LEATHER
BREECHES (efpecially
Doe-fkin) are of all others
moft genteel, fafe, and pro-
per for txavcllmg, hunring,
fhooting, &c. but that Gen-
tlemen, who like breeches to

ﬂ’/{

7 fit neat and eafy, can fel-

domy meet with this advan-
tage in'them, is too-evident of late, from 'heir wear-
ing a very inferior Kind, for thef® ufes inconfiftent, It

is therefore for utility only, that I thus publicly de-
clare myfelf perfeftly qualified to ferve Gertlemey
ever (o delicate or particular, every way fo compleatly,

that cannot fail of premoting the wear of leather |
breeches univerfal; as a pvoof of my abilities, any |

Gentleman may make trial of a pair, and if in quqm)

or Workmanfhip, can be excelled, or in nttmg do not |

L(]U{] fikk ftocking for eafe and pleafure in wearing,
they may be returned,

An unparalelled meth d is ’mlO})tL‘d by which gen-
tl'men may Keep their breeches clean, without being
the lealt incommoded.,

N. B. Leather perfeftly white, black, beaver, and
¢'oth colours, of the finelt gualities.

I

!
|
|

!

The beft Fair-ftitch hands are waated ; but no :

others need apply, as the beft prices- are given.

[L.ondon Advertisement 1775







Linen Gaitered Trousers or Overalls

C. 1793
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Linen Gaitered Trousers or Overalls

C. 1793
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




Linen Gaitered Trousers or Overalls

C. 1793
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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Linen Gaitered Trousers or Overalls

C. 1793
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




Ieather Trousers
18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Ieather Trousers
18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)




"The material contained within these slideshows is presented for educational purposes only. The
18th Century Material Culture Resource Center does not personally own any of the items
depicted herein and is indebted to the countless museums, libraries, and private collectors who
willingly share their collections with the public through the internet.  Every attempt has been

made to credit these organizations and individuals for their contributions as best as possible.

If there is a question you have regarding a particular item featured within a presentation, please
contact the 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center and we will try to answer your
inquiry as best as possible. If for any reason you feel there is any item that should not be
presented here, or if there is an error in any listing, or if you know the source for any item whose
credit is unknown, please inform us and we will make sure your concern is addressed as soon as
possible.

"Thank you!

- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center




