
18th Century Material Culture 
Cloth & “Night” Caps



Plain Cloth Caps



Silk Cap
c. 1740 - 1760

(Snowhill Wade Costume Collection, Gloucestershire)



Linen Cap of Poet William Cowper
18th Century

(Cowper & Newton Museum)



English or American Linen Cap
18th Century

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



Quilted Cotton Cap
18th Century

(Meg Andrews)



Italian Boys Playing Cards
by Giacomo Ceruti  of Italy (1698 - 1757)



Detail: “A Midnight Modern Conversation “
by William Hogarth  c. 1732
(Yale Center for British Art)



The Shoemaker
by Aert Schouman 1735
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“Pamela Fainting”
by Joseph Highmore   c. 1743 - 1744

(National Gallery of Victoria)



“Captain Lord George Graham in his Cabin”
by William Hogarth    1745

(National Maritime Museum)



“KITTY FLEECING THE OLD JEW.”
by Carington Bowles  c. post 1764

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“KITTY FLEECING THE OLD JEW.”
by Carington Bowles  c. post 1764

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Dutch Spinner & Cobler
by Barend Hendrik Thier   1765

(Atlas Van Stolk)



Dutch Cobler
by Barend Hendrik Thier   1765

(Atlas Van Stolk)



Dutch Cobler
by Barend Hendrik Thier   1765

(Atlas Van Stolk)



Self Portrait
Joseph Wright of Derby  c. 1765 - 1768

(National Gallery of Victoria)



Self Portrait
Joseph Wright of Derby  c. 1765 - 1768

(National Gallery of Victoria)



Interior  of  a  Tailor’s  Shop
by anonymous   c.  1767 - 1799

(Museum of London)



Interior  of  a  Tailor’s  Shop
by anonymous   c.  1767 - 1799

(Museum of London)



Interior  of  a  Tailor’s  Shop
by anonymous   c.  1767 - 1799

(Museum of London)



Interior  of  a  Tailor’s  Shop
by anonymous   c.  1767 - 1799

(Museum of London)



“The Methodist Taylor caught in Adultery”
by Robert Sayer   1768

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The Newsmongers”  - Two Smiths & a Tailor
c. 1769

(The British Museum)



“The TAYLOR and COBLER”
by Carington Bowles after Adriaen Brouwer, made by Philip Dawe   c. 1768 - 1772

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“A City Taylor’s Wife dressing for the Pantheon”
Publish’d 5th Feby. 1772 by W. Humphrey, St. Martin’s Lane

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Detail: “High Life at Noon”
by Anonymous  c. 1769

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Detail: “High Life at Noon”
by Anonymous  c. 1769

(Lewis Walpole Library)



A Cabinet Maker’s Office
c. 1770

(Victoria & Albert)



“The Blacksmith lets his Iron grow cold attending to the Taylor’s News”
London   1772

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The OLD FREE METHOD of ROUZING a BROTHER SPORTSMAN.”
by Carington Bowles   1772

(The British Museum)



“The OLD FREE METHOD of ROUZING a BROTHER SPORTSMAN.”
by Carington Bowles   1772

(The British Museum)



Detail: John Cuff and His Assistant
by Johann  Zoffany  1772
(The British Museum)



“HE! HO! HEAVY, DULL and INSPIRED by all that’s good”
by Sayer & Benett  1772
(The British Museum)



“HE! HO! HEAVY, DULL and INSPIRED by all that’s good”
by Sayer & Benett  1772

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“THE CONTENTED COBLER”
by James Wilson  1772

(Lewis Walpole Library)
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Detail: “THE CONTENTED COBLER”
by James Wilson  1772

(Lewis Walpole Library)
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Detail: The Human Passions
By Timo(thy) Bobbin: Printed and published by John Heywood, Manchester,   1773

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“Deny it if you can.... NINE TAYLORS makes a MAN
by Carrington Bowles after Samuel Hieronymus Grimm  1774

(The British Museum)



“COBLER’S HALL”
by Carington Bowles  1775
(Lewis Walpole Library)



The  Yankie  Doodles  Intrenchments  Near  Boston  1776



“The  Hen  Peckt  Husband”
after John Collet, painted by Mr. Dawes by R. Sayer & J. Bennett  1776

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“QUARRELSOME  TAYLORS  or TWO  of a  TRADE  SELDOM  AGREE”
by Carington Bowles



French Cloth Cap



“You've Crack'd my PIPKIN Sr: said she so MARRY me & Mend it”
by Sayer & Benett  1777

(Winterthur)



“The MODERN  BEAU in DISTRESS”
(Yale Center for British Art)



Detail: “The MODERN  BEAU in DISTRESS”
(Yale Center for British Art)



“FIELDING’S MYRMIDONS Spoiling BOB BOOTY’S MORNING DRAUGHT”
by Carington Bowles after John Collet   1781

(The British Museum)



“BILLY THE BAMBOOZLER ROBBING THE COBLER”
by Hannah Humphrey 1789
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William Cowper
by George Romney  1792

(National Portrait Gallery)



Dutch Building Marker or Sign from Amsterdam
L:ate 17th - Early 18th Century



Recreated Tailor in His Shop
(Colonial Williamsburg)



Night 
Caps



British Silk & Linen Night Cap
1st Quarter 17th Century

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



French or Italian Embroidered Night Cap
Late 17th to Early 18th Century
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



Embroidered Night Cap
Late 17th to Early 18th Century
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



French Embroidered Night Cap
Early 18th Century

(Christie’s)



French Embroidered Night Cap
Early 18th Century

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



European Embroidered Night Cap
Early 18th Century

(Colonial Williamsburg)



European / English Embroidered Night Cap
Early 18th Century

(Manchester Art Gallery)



French Night Cap
Early 18th Century

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



French Brocaded Damask Silk Night Cap
Early 18th Century



German Silk Night Cap
c. 1700 - 1750



French Night Cap
c. 1750 - 1800

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



French Silk Night Cap
c. 1720



French Silk Night Cap
18th Century

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



French Silk Night Cap
18th Century

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



Gentleman’s  Night  Cap  of  Raspberry  Silk
1st  Half  18th  Century



French Night Cap
c. 1725 - 1750
(LACMA)



Ebenezer  Storer  II
c.  1767

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



French Night Cap
18th Century

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



European / British Embroidered Night Cap
Late 17th to Early 18th Century

(Manchester Art Gallery)



European Embroidered Night Cap
Late 17th to Early 18th Century
(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



English or French Silk Needlework on Cotton Night Cap
c.  1760 - 1780

(Colonial Williamsburg)



English Linen & Silk Thread Needlework Night Cap
c.  1760 - 1780

(National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne



French Night Cap
18th Century

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



French Night Cap
18th Century

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



French Night Cap
18th Century

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



French Night Cap
18th Century

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



English Brocade Man's Cap
c 1715-20

(Colonial Williamsburg)



French Night Cap
c,  1700 - 1750

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



Embroidered  Silk  Coif 
c.  1680 - 1720

(Private Collection)



Embroidered  Silk  Coif 
c.  1680 - 1720

(Private Collection)



Embroidered  Silk  Coif 
c.  1680 - 1720

(Private Collection)



Gold  &  Silk  Cap
c.  1700 - 1750



Silk  Cap
c.  1730 - 1760



European Silk Embroidered Cap
c. 1740 - 1760

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



New England Man’s Cap
18th Century

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



English Night Cap
c. 1700 - 1750

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



Embroidered  Night Cap



Chintz Night Cap Made of Fabric Imported by the Dutch East India Company
18th Century

(RIHKS Museum)



Head Scarves



“James Farewell of Pennsylvania”
The Circle of John Smibert (1688 - 1751)

(Duke’s Auction House)



“James Farewell of Pennsylvania”
The Circle of John Smibert (1688 - 1751)

(Duke’s Auction House)
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Thank you!

- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center


