
18th Century Material Culture 
Shirts



Shirt Definitions

In order to categorize the shirts illustrated in this slideshow, the 18th Century 
Material Culture Resource Center has taken some poetic liberty and named the 
shirts according to the style of their collars.  Note that these definitions are not 
necessarily period definitions.

“Stand - Up” Collar Shirts are shirts that have a collar that does not fold down, or 
shirts that are closed by a button that is so close to the top of the collar that it 
appears it would either not fold down or barely fold down if it did. These shirts 
were worn as is, or with a neck cloth or stock which would cover them entirely.

“Fold - Down” Collar Shirts are shirts that have a collar that folds down. They 
were worn as is, or with a neck cloth or stock that could either cover them entirely 
or be worn under the fold of the collar itself.



Button Closure
Stand-Up Collar 

Shirts



English Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
John Smith the Engraver by Sir Godfrey Kneller  1695

(Tate)



English Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed by Three Buttons
Johannes Smith byJohn Smith after Sir Godfrey Kneller  11716

(British Museum)



English Linen Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed with Three Thread Buttons
c. 1700 - 1720

(Victoria & Albert)



English or American Shirt with Stand - Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
“Tee Yee Neen Ho Ga Row. Emperour of the Six Nations” by John Faber the Elder, Published by John King   1710

(British Museum)



English or American Shirt with Stand - Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
“ On Nee Yeath Tow no Riow. King of Granajah Hore vulgo King John” by John Faber the Elder, Published by John King   1710

(British Museum)



English or American Shirt with Stand - Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
“ Sa Ga Yean Qua Rash Tow. King of ye Maquas. alias King Brant” by John Faber the Elder, Published by John King   1710

(British Museum)



English Linen Doll’s Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed with Two Buttons
c. 1700 - 1720

(Victoria & Albert)



American Linen Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed with Buttons
c. 1780 - 1800

(Five Colleges and Historic Deerfield Museum Consortium)



English Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
“Mr POPE” published by Samuel Symson   c. 1700 - 1751

(British Museum)



English Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed with Buttons
Commodore, the Honorourable William Kerr by Michael Dahl I  c. 1706

(National Maritime Museum)



Dutch Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
Self Portrait by Jan van Huysum (1682 - 1749)   c. 1720

(Sotheby’s)



French Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
“Le Chirurgien Dentiste” by Pierre Fauchard   1728

(The Hagstromer Medical Library)



Dutch Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed by a Singular Button
“Old Peasant Holding a Jug” by Frans van Mieris the Younger   c. 1731

(The Hermitage)



English Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
John Dormer, Esqr. of the Kitcat Club  by John Faber the Younger after Sir Godgrey Kneller   1733

(British Museum)



German Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed by Three Buttons
Josephus Baudin Pictor by Andrew Miller after Johann Heinrich Schroder   1738

(British Museum)



English Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
John Broughton by Anonymous   c. 1700 - 1750

(British Museum)



Dutch Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed by a Singular Button
A Young Man Seated at a Table by Arnold Boonen   c. 1740

(Private Collection)



Shirt with Shoulder Bands and Stand Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
"The Potter Family"  by an Anonymous American Artist  c. 1742

(The Newport Historical Society)



Italian Shirt with Stand - Up Collar Closed with Two Buttons
Francesco Benaglio by Pompeo Batoni    1757

(Museo Diocesano di Arte Sacra)



American Stand - Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
Samson Occum by Nathaniel Smibert   c. 1751 - 1756

(J. Paul Getty Museum)



German Stand Up Collar Closed by a Single Button or Ribbon
William Burton Conyngham by Anton Raphael Mengs   c. 1754 - 1755

(J Paul Getty Museum)



Scottish Shirt with Stand - Up Collar Closed (or very short Fold - Down Collar) with Two Buttons
Self Portrait by David Martin   c. 1760

(National Gallery of Scotland)



French Shirt with Stand - Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
Louis-Francois Roubiliac Modelling by Adrien Carpentiers  1761

(Yale Center for British Art)



French Shirt with Stand - Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
Denis Diderot by Louis - Michel Vanloo   1767

(Victoria & Albert)



Shirt with Stand - Up Collar Closed by Three Buttons
Joseph Green by John Singleton Copley c. 1769

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



American Shirt with Stand - Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
Paul Revere by John Singleton Copley   c. 1768 - 1770

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



English Shirts with Fold - Down and Stand - Up Collars Closed by Double and Single Buttons
“Human Passions “ (Tooth Pulling)by John Collier a.k.a. "Tim Bobbin"  c. 1770

(Rochdale Arts & Heritage Service)



English Shirt with Stand - Up Collar Closed by a Singular Button
“THE  PIPING  BOY” by Captain William Baillie after Nathaniel Hone   1771

(The British Museum)



English Shirt with Bosom Ruffle and Stand - Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
“HE! HO! HEAVY, DULLand INSPIRED by all that's good”  by Carrington Bowles   1772

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
“The Human Passions” by Timo(thy) Bobbin: Printed and published by John Heywood, Manchester,   1773

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
“The Human Passions” by Timo(thy) Bobbin: Printed and published by John Heywood, Manchester,   1773

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Shirt with Stand Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
“The Human Passions” by Timo(thy) Bobbin: Printed and published by John Heywood, Manchester,   1773

(Lewis Walpole Library)



English Shirt with Stand - Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
John Methuen, Esq. by William Humphrey   1774

(The British Museum)



English Shirt with Bosom and Cuff Ruffles and Stand - Up Collar Closed by Three Buttons
Self Portrait by Lt. Gabriel Bay, Royal Navy  1775

(National Maritime Museum)



 "Vorhemd" or Shirt Front with Stand - Up Collar 
(Deutsches Historisches Museum)



Linen Shirt - Halsinge Regemente 
Sealed Pattern 1757 

(Armemusuem)



Linen Shirt - Halsinge Regemente 
Sealed Pattern 1757 

(Armemusuem)



French BosomRuffle Linen Shirt with Short Stand-Up Collar Closed by a Thread Button
c. 1780 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



German Linen Death Shirt of King Frederick II with Bosom & Sleeve Ruffles and Stand - Up Collar
c. 1786

((Deutsches Historisches Museum)



Linen Shirt  with  Short  Stand - Up Collar
18th Century (Cuffs and Collar Reworked in the 19th Century)

(Colonial Williamsburg)



German Shirt with Stand - Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
Jan van Huysum by JLLC Zentner   c. 1790

(Colonial Williamsburg)



English Shirt with Shoulder Tab and Stand - Up Collar Closed by Two Buttons
“An Aristocratical Cook with a Constitutional Dinner.” by Bowles & Carver after Robert Dighton   1790

(The British Museum)



The English Linen Shirt with Shoulder Tabs and Stand - Up Collar Closed by Three Buttons Recreated
(Reproduction Made and Modeled by David Niescior)



The English Linen Shirt with Shoulder Tabs and Stand - Up Collar Closed by Three Buttons Recreated
(Reproduction Made and Modeled by David Niescior)



Button Closure
Fold - Down Collar 

Shirts



English Shirt with Fold - Down Collar Closed by Two Buttons
Sir John  Rushout by John Smibert (English, Active in America)  c. 1726

(Yale Center for British Art)



English Shirt with Fold - Down Collar Closed by a Singular Button
Allan Ramsey by Anonymous   c. 1722 - 1750

(The British Museum)



English or American Shirt with Fold - Down Collar Closed byTwo Buttons
The Indian Chief Cunne Shote (Cumnacatogue) or Standing Turkeyby Francis Parsons c.  1762

(Gilcrease Museum; Tulsa, Oklahoma)



Shirt Detail - Joseph Brandt
by George Romney 1776

(The Anthenaum )



American Shirt with Fold - Down Collar Closed by Two Buttons
Nathan Hurd by John Singleton Copley   c. 1765

(Cleveland Museum of Art)



English Shirt with a Fold - Down Collar, Bosom Ruffle & Shoulder Bands
Self Portrait by John Collier / “Tim Bobbin”   pre - 1770

(Rochdale Arts & Heritage Service)



Button Front Shirt and Shirt with a Fold - Down Collar & Bosom Ruffle
“Two Faces” by John Collier / “Tim Bobbin”

(Rochdale Arts & Heritage Service)



English Shirt with Fold - Down Collar without Shoulder Bands
Self Portrait by Lt. Gabriel Bay, Royal Navy  1775

(National Maritime Museum)



A Writer Trimming His Pen
by Jan Ekels, 1784

(Rijksmuseum)



A Writer Trimming His Pen
by Jan Ekels, 1784

(Rijksmuseum)



Linen Shirt 
“Made by Mary Campbell Gordon from linen spun from flax raised on the Gordon Farm 

For her son Josiah Gordon when he entered the Continental Army in 1776”
(New Hampshire Historical Society)



Linen Shirt with Fold - Down Collar
c. 1750 - 1800

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



American Linen Shirt Initialed “I.S” with Fold Down Collar
c. 1780

(Staten Island Historical Society)



American Linen Shirt Initialed “I.S” with Fold Down Collar
c. 1780

(Staten Island Historical Society)



American Linen Shirt Initialed “I.S” with Fold Down Collar
c. 1780

(Staten Island Historical Society)



American Linen Shirt Initialed “I.S” with Fold Down Collar
c. 1780

(Staten Island Historical Society)



American Linen Shirt Initialed “I.S” with Fold Down Collar
c. 1780

(Staten Island Historical Society)



Linen Shirt Worn by Colonel William Ledyard When He was Killed by a British Officer at Fort  Griswold on Sept. 6, 1781
(Connecticut Historical Society)



Linen Shirt Worn by Colonel William Ledyard When He was Killed by a British Officer at Fort  Griswold on Sept. 6, 1781
(Connecticut Historical Society)



Linen Shirt Worn by Colonel William Ledyard When He was Killed by a British Officer at Fort  Griswold on Sept. 6, 1781
(Connecticut Historical Society)



Linen Shirt Worn by Colonel William Ledyard When He was Killed by a British Officer at Fort  Griswold on Sept. 6, 1781
(Connecticut Historical Society)



Linen Shirt Worn by Colonel William Ledyard When He was Killed by a British Officer at Fort  Griswold on Sept. 6, 1781
(Connecticut Historical Society)



Linen Shirt Worn by Colonel William Ledyard When He was Killed by a British Officer at Fort  Griswold on Sept. 6, 1781
(Connecticut Historical Society)



Unbleached Linen Shirt with 2 Button Fold - Down Collar
18th Century



American Linen Shirt with Fold - Down Collar and Chest Ruffle
18th Century

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



American Linen Shirt with Fold - Down Collar
c. 1775 - 1790

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



American Linen Shirt with Fold - Down Collar & Chest Ruffle
c. 1775 - 1790

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Rehoboth, Massachusetts Shirt with 1 Button Fold - Down Collar Found in t he 1740 Perry-Thrasher House
18th Century

(From “A New England Example”  by Rhonda McConnon )



Sleeve Cuff
Detail

Rehoboth, Massachusetts Shirt with 1 Button Fold - Down Collar Found in t he 1740 Perry-Thrasher House
18th Century

(From “A New England Example”  by Rhonda McConnon )



Collar 
Detail

Rehoboth, Massachusetts Shirt with 1 Button Fold - Down Collar Found in t he 1740 Perry-Thrasher House
18th Century

(From “A New England Example”  by Rhonda McConnon )



Shoulder Binder
Detail

Rehoboth, Massachusetts Shirt with 1 Button Fold - Down Collar Found in t he 1740 Perry-Thrasher House
18th Century

(From “A New England Example”  by Rhonda McConnon )



Sleeve Gusset
Detail

Rehoboth, Massachusetts Shirt with 1 Button Fold - Down Collar Found in t he 1740 Perry-Thrasher House
18th Century

(From “A New England Example”  by Rhonda McConnon )



French Shirts with Bosom Ruffles and Small Fold - Down Collars (One Closed by a Singular Button)
Portrait of Two Boys (Said to be the Autichamp Brothers) by Joseph Boze (1744 - 1826)

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



French Shirts with Bosom Ruffles and Small Fold - Down Collars (One Closed by a Singular Button)
Portrait of Two Boys (Said to be the Autichamp Brothers) by Joseph Boze (1744 - 1826)

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



Linen Shirt with Bosom Ruffle and Fold -  Down Collar Closed by a Singular Button
Late 18th Century

(Rhode Island School of Design Museum)



Linen Shirt with Bosom Ruffle, Shoulder Tab,  and Fold -  Down Collar
William Augustus Bowles by Josep Grozer after Thomas Hardy   1791

(The British Museum)



English Linen Shirt Closed by Two Cloth Buttons
Non - Regulation, British Naval Officer - 1807 (Similar Construction to those Worn in the 18th Century)

(National Maritime Museum)



English Linen Shirt Closed by Two Thread Buttons
Non - Regulation, British Naval Officer - 1807 (Similar Construction to those Worn in the 18th Century)

(National Maritime Museum)



English Linen Shirt Closed by Two Cloth Buttons
Non - Regulation, British Naval Officer - 1807 (Similar Construction to those Worn in the 18th Century)

(National Maritime Museum)



London Advertisement  19 June 1771



Shirt Buttons

“John Bull was indicted for stealing two Gross and a half of  Thread 
Shirt-buttons, val. 40 s. and 14 Guineas , the Property of    Edward 
Madgewick , Jan. 15 . Guilty.”

Proceedings of the Old Bailey   1732

12 dozen = 1 gross = 144 thread shirt buttons
(Paul Dickfoss)



Shirt Buttons

“Richard Saunders was indicted for stealing . . . nineteen hundred of 
needles, three thousand pins, twelve dozen of thread buttons for 
shirts”

Proceedings of the Old Bailey   1732

2 ½ gross = 360 thread shirt buttons
14 guineas + 40 shillings = 334 shillings
(Paul Dickfoss)



Ribbon Closure
Shirts



Shirt with a Stand - Up Collar Closed with a Black Ribbon
Artist Unknown c. 1720 - 1750

(Private Collection)



German Shirt with a Stand - Up Collar Closed with a Black Ribbon
Anton Raphael Mengs: Self-portrait in a Red Coat   1744

(Gemäldegalerie Alte Meister, Dresden, Germany)



English Shirt with a Stand - Up Collar Closed with a Black Ribbon
“A Rake’s Progress I: The Rake Taking Possession of the Estate” by William Hogarth   1734

(Sir John Soane’s Museum)



English Shirt with a Stand - Up Collar Closed with a Black Ribbon
“A Rake’s Progress III: The Rake at the Rose Tavern” by William Hogarth

(Sir John Soane’s Museum)



Dutch Shirt with a Stand - Up Collar Closed with a Black Ribbon
The Engraver Jan Punt by James McArdell after George van der Min   c. 1740 - 1765

(British Museum)



English Shirt with Stand - Up Collar Closed by a White Ribbon
“Human Passions” by John Collier a.k.a. "Tim Bobbin"   c. 1770

(Rochdale Arts & Heritage Service)



French Shirt with a Stand - Up Collar Closed with a Narrow Ribbon
“Les Caresses Reciproques” by Claude Donat Jardinier

(New England Art Exchange)



Shirt with a Fold Down Collar Closed with a Black Ribbon
Man and Child Drinking Tea - Possibly by Richard Collins (England d. 1732)

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation



Shirt with a Fold Down Collar Closed with a Black Ribbon
Man and Child Drinking Tea - Possibly by Richard Collins (England d. 1732)

(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation



Shirt with a Fold Down Collar Closed with a Black Ribbon
General John Bradstreet by Thomas McIlworth c. 1764

(National Portrait Gallery, Washington)



Button-Link Closure 
Shirts



English Shirts Closed with Paired Button - Links
(See “Sleeve Buttons”)

17th Century



"Etow Oh Koam" - King of the River Nations in North America
Painted on His Visit to England by Bernard Lens III   1710

(The British Museum)



Dutch Shirt with a Stand - Up Collar Closed by a Button Link
Self-portrait Jan Brandes  (1743 - 1808)

(Rijksmuseum)



Sleeve Ruffles



A Hand Holding a Letter
by George Romney   1757
(Kendal Town Council)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/artists/george-romney
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/artists/george-romney


Checked & Striped
Shirts



Checked Linen Shirt with 2 Button Fold - Down Collar
c, 1780 - 1820

(Historic Deerfield)



Checked Linen Shirt with 2 Button Fold - Down Collar
c, 1780 - 1820

(Historic Deerfield)



Detail: Checked Shirt
 "Watson and the Shark" by John Singleton Copley  1778

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



Detail: Checked Shirt
“Seaman Relaxing on the Pallas”  by Lt. Gabriel Bay  -  April  1775

(National Maritime Museum)



Detail: Blue & White Checked Shirt
“Sticker-Up of Bills...”  by Lt. Gabriel Bay  -  1774

(National Maritime Museum)



Detail: Checked Shirt
"The idle 'prentice turn'd away and sent to sea"

Pl 5 of William Hogarth’s “Industry and Idleness”  1747
(The British Museum)



Detail: Striped Shirt
 "Watson and the Shark" by John Singleton Copley  1778

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



Sleeve Remnants of Striped (Top) & Checked (Bottom) Linen Shirts with Felled Seams 
Recovered from the General Carleton Shipwreck of 1785

(Polish Maritime Museum)
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depicted herein and is indebted to the countless museums, libraries, and private collectors who 
willingly share their collections with the public through the internet.   Every attempt has been 
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If there is a question you have regarding a particular item featured within a presentation, please 
contact the 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center and we will try to answer your 
inquiry as best as possible.  If for any reason you feel there is any item that should not be 
presented here, or if there is an error in any listing, or if you know the source for any item whose 
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Thank you!

- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center


