
18th Century Material Culture 
Telescopes



Telescope 
Makers



John Cuff, London Optician, and His Assistant
by Johann Zoffany  1772
(The British Museum)



Trade Cards of John Cuff, London Optician
18th Century

(Science Museum of London)



British Optician & Telescope Maker John Dollond
by Benjamin Wilson   Mid 18th Century

(Royal Museums Greenwich)



Peter Dollond
by John Hoppner   Late 18th Century

(British Optical Association Museum)



Advertisement for the Shop of George Wildey
Early 18th Century

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Telescopes

Sailors use telescopes of long-focal length to sight distant ships and landfalls. Most eighteenth-
century telescopes of this sort had draw tubes made of wood or carboard. Nineteenth-century 
instruments were made with brass draw tubes covered with rope, wood or canvas. Most 
nautical telescopes have a multi-element eyepiece that shows an erect image. And since John 
Dollond's British patent of 1758, most have been equipped with an achromatic objective lens.

Ref: Deborah Warner, "Telescopes for Land and Sea," Rittenhouse 12 (1998): 33-54.

From the Website of the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History



Non - Achromatic 
Telescopes



English Horn, Leather & Iron Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1650

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Vellum & Lignun - Vitae Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1660

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Vellum & Wood Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1660

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Boxwood & Vellum Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1680

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Vellum & Wood Non - Achromatic Telescope from London
by Christopher Cock   c. 1680

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Vellum & Lignum Vitae Non - Achromatic Telescope from London
by William Longland   c. 1690

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English or Italian Vellum, Wood & Paper Non - Achromatic Telescope
Belonged to the Reverend Ralph Taylor Who Went Into Exile with King James II

c. 1690
(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Vellum & Horn Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1690

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Vellum & Wood Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1690

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



French Wood, Leather & Vellum Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1690

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Wood, Vellum & Gilt Non - Achromatic Telescope from London
by John Marshall   c. 1700

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



French Wood, Vellum & Shagreen Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1700

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Vellum, Ivory & Shagreen Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1700 - 1710

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Vellum & Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1710

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Vellum, Ivory & Shagreen Non - Achromatic Telescope from London
by George Wildey   c. 1710

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Green Vellum, Brass & Lignun - Vitae Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1710

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



German Wood & Paper Non - Achromatic Telescope from Freising
c. 1710

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Vellum, Tortoiseshell, Ivory & Silver Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1730

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Vellum, Brass & Shagreen Non - Achromatic Telescope from London
by John Cuff, Maker of Spectacles & Optical Instruments on Fleet Street   1736

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Vellum, Brass & Shagreen Non - Achromatic Telescope from London
by John Cuff, Maker of Spectacles & Optical Instruments on Fleet Street   1736

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



French Vellum, Wood & Leather Non - Achromatic Telescope
by Hamel   c. 1740

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



French (?) Card, Wood & Leather Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1740

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Vellum, Horn & Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1740

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



French Vellum, Wood & Ivory Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1740

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Vellum, Wood, Shagreen & Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope from London
by George Sterrop   c. 1740

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



French Bone, Paper, Wood & Leather Non - Achromatic  Pocket Telescope
c. 1740

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



French (?) Leather, Wood and Vellum Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1740

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Lignum Vitae & Brass Non - Achromatic  Pocket Telescope
c. 1750

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Brass, Wood, Shagreen & Vellum Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1750

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Vellum, Wood & Ivory& Leather Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1750

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English ¾ Inch Card, Vellum, Pink Shagreen & Gilt Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope from London
by J, Ayscough   c. 1750
(Charles Miller Ltd.)



English ¾ Inch Card, Vellum, Pink Shagreen & Gilt Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope from London
by J, Ayscough   c. 1750
(Charles Miller Ltd.)



English ¾ Inch Card, Vellum, Pink Shagreen & Gilt Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope from London
by J, Ayscough   c. 1750
(Charles Miller Ltd.)



English Tortoiseshell and Silver Single Drawer Non - Achromatic Spyglass
by Thomas Ribright   c. 1750

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



Vellum, Wood, Shagreen & Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1750

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass & Lacquer Non - Achromatic Telescope
by Thomas Jones & Son   c. 1775

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



French Brass, Shagreen & Vellum Achromatic Telescope
c. 1750

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass, Ivory, Shagreen & Vellum Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1750

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English 1Inch Three Draw Card and Shagreen Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1760

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



English Brass, Shagreen & Vellum Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1770

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Vellum, Brass & Shagreen Non - Achromatic Telescope
by Dollond & Atchison   c. 1770

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Vellum, Wood, Brass & Shagreen Non - Achromatic Telescope
by Peter Dollond   c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



French Vellum, Lignum Vitae, Brass & Shagreen Non - Achromatic Telescope
by Sayde    c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



French Vellum, Lignum Vitae, Brass & Shagreen Non - Achromatic Telescope
by Sayde    c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Papier-Mâché Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1750

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass and Shagreen Refracting “Subscription” Telescope from London
by William Storer   18th Century

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



English Brass and Shagreen Refracting “Subscription” Telescope from London
by William Storer   18th Century

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



Galilean 
Telescopes



German or Dutch Galilean Telescope
Marked  “Jacob Cunigham  1661”

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



French Turned Wood Galilean Telescope
c. 1700

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Ivory, Shagreen & Silvered Brass Galilean Telescope
c. 1730

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Black Ivory, Wood & Shagreen Galilean Telescope from London
by Jones or W.H. Jones   c. 1750

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Black Ivory, Wood & Shagreen Galilean Telescope from London
by Jones or W.H. Jones   c. 1750

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Tortoiseshell, Ivory & Silvered Brass  Galilean Telescope
by Dollond & Atchison   c. 1760

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Silver, Leather & Shagreen Galilean Telescope from London
by Watkins   c. 1760

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Silver, Leather & Shagreen Galilean Telescope from London
by Watkins   c. 1760

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Black Ivory, Leather, Wood & Shagreen Galilean Telescope from London
by Watkins   c. 1760

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Black Ivory, Leather, Wood & Shagreen Galilean Telescope from London
by Watkins   c. 1760

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Silver, Leather & Shagreen Galilean Telescope from London
by Nairne & Blunt   c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Silver, Leather & Shagreen Galilean Telescope from London
by Nairne & Blunt   c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Wood, Leather, Brass & Shagreen Galilean Telescope from London
by H. Pyefinch  c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Wood, Leather, Brass & Shagreen Galilean Telescope from London
by H. Pyefinch  c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass, Wood & Shagreen Galilean Telescope from London
by Dollond & Atchinson    c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English 1¼ Inch Leather & Shagreen Galilean Monocular Spy Glass
by Benjamin Martin   18th Century

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



English 1½ Inch Single - Draw Shagreen, Ivory, and Card  Galilean Monocular Spy Glass from London
c. 1760

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



English 1½ Inch Single - Draw Shagreen, Ivory, and Card  Galilean Monocular Spy Glass from London
c. 1760

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



“The Female Pyramid”
“The Oxford Magazine”  for 1771

(The British Museum)



Monoculars



English Ivory Monocular from London with Red Morocco Covered Wooden Case
by Jesse Ramsden   Late 18th Century

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



English Ivory & Gilt Brass Monocular from London
by Jesse Ramsden   Late 18th Century

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



Telescope
Cases



English Wood & Rayskin Telescope Case
1774

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



English Card & Shagreen Telescope Case
by Jesse Ramsden   c. 1790

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



English Wood, Shagreen & Velvet Telescope Case
by Jesse Ramsden   c. 1790

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



Telescopes
on

Stands



“La Lunetière “
France   18th Century

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



4 Inch Refractory Telescope & Stand
by John Dollond (Tube) & J. Ramsted (Stand)   c. Mid 18th Century

(Vilniaus University Library)



From: “Descriptions and Uses of the New Invented Universal Equatorial Instrument...”
by Peter & John Dollond   1775

(Doyle)



Portable
Table

Telescopes



Thomas Newenham
by Edward Haytley  1749

(Yale Center for British Art)



English Brass & Speculum Reflector Telescope
by James Short   1734

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass, Mahogany & Sharkskin Reflector Telescope
by John Cuff   c. 1740

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass, Specula & Sharkskin Reflector Telescope
by John Liford   c. 1750

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass, Speculum & Sharkskin Reflector Telescope
by George Adams   c. 1750 - 1760

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass Reflector Table Telescope from London
by Thomas Wright   c. 1710 - 1748

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Mahogany & Brass Reflector Table Telescope from London
by James Short   c. 1748

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass Reflector Table Telescope from London
by Thomas Wright   c. 1720 - 1730

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass Reflector Table Telescope from London
by Joseph Hurt   c. 1736

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Brass Reflector Table Telescope
by Jan Bildt   c. 1750

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass, Ivory, Mahogany & Speculum Reflector Telescope
by James Short   c. 1738 - 1768

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass, Mahogany & Speculum Reflector Telescope
by James Short   c. 1752 - 1756

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Brass Reflector Table Telescope
18th Century

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass Reflector Table Telescope from London
by Watkins & Smith   c. 1770

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass Reflector Table Telescope from London
by Dolland & Atchison   c. 1770

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass Reflector Table Telescope from London
by Dolland & Atchison   c. 1770

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass Reflector Table Telescope from London
by Francis Watkins   c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass Reflector Telescope with Shagreen Case from London
c. 1760

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass Reflector Telescope with Shagreen Case from London
c. 1770

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass Reflector Table Telescope from London
Mid 18th Century

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



English Brass Refracting Table Telescope from London
by Ramsden   18th Century

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



English Brass Refracting Table Telescope from London
by Jesse Ramsden   c. 1775 - 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass Refracting Table Telescope from London
by Dolland & Atchison   c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass, Mahogony, & Ivory Refracting Table Telescope from London
by Dolland & Atchison   c. 1770

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass Miniature Refracting Table Telescope with Fish Skin & Card Case from London
by Dolland & Atchison   Late 18th Century
(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English 1½ Inch Brass Reflector Telescope
c. 1740

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



English Mahogany & Brass Reflector Table Telescope from London
by James Short   c. 1748

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



“Naval”
Wood Telescopes



Portrait of a Naval Officer, Possibly Isaac Townsend
by British School Prior to 1707
(National Maritime Museum)



Portrait of a Naval Officer, Possibly Isaac Townsend
by British School Prior to 1707
(National Maritime Museum)



Admiral  George Darby
by George Romney  c. 1784

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Admiral  Sir Francis Geary
by British School  c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Admiral Nicholas Haddock
by British School   1742

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Admiral Nicholas Haddock
by British School   1742

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Admiral  Sir Charles Hardy
Admiral of the White Squadron and Commander of the Grand British Fleet  c. 1780

(Grosvenor Prints)



Captain (Later Rear Admiral) Samuel  Hood
by John Wallaston   c. 1748

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Figure of Admiral  Samuel  Hood
Pierre Stephan c. 1785

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Admiral  Richard  “Black  Dick”  Howe
1782

(Private Collection)



Augustus  John,  Third  Earl  of  Bristol
by Thomas Gainsborough c.  1768

(National Trust)



Rear  Admiral  Richard Kempenfelt 
byTilly Kettle    1782

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Admiral Sir Charles Knowles 1st Bt. Portrait When Governor of Louisburg
c. 1743 - 1745

(Portsmouth Antheneum)



“The Honourable Charles Knowles Esq Vice Admiral of the Blue Squadron of His Majesty's FLEET”
by Thomas Hudson

(National Maritime Museum)



“The Honourable Charles Knowles Esq Vice Admiral of the Blue Squadron of His Majesty's FLEET”
by Thomas Hudson

(National Maritime Museum)



Admiral Thomas Matthews
by Claude Amulphy   1743

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Admiral Sir George Rooke
by Michael Dahl   c. 1705

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



The Hon.ble William Rowley, Esqr.
by John Bowles, after Claude Arnulphy  1745

(Grosvenor Prints)



The Honble: William Rowley Esqr. 
Vice Admiral of the White and Commander in Chiefof His Majesty’s Fleet in the Mediterannean in 1745

(Sanders of Oxford)



Admiral Edward Russell
by Godfrey Kneller   c. 1693

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovell
by Michael Dahl   c. 1702

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovell
by Michael Dahl   c. 1702

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovell
by Michael Dahl   c. 1702 - 1705

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Rear - Admiral Richard Tyrrell
by Thomas Hudson   c. 1759 - 1762

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Admiral Edward Vernon
by Charles Phillips   c. 1735 - 1743

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Admiral, Sir Peter Warren
by Thomas Hudson  1748

(National Maritime Musuem)



Lord John Augustus Hervey
by Thomas Gainsborough   1779

(National Trust)



Commodore Curtis Barnett
by John Ellys   c. 1743 - 1744

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Commodore Charles Brown
by British School   c. 1740

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Commodore, the Honorable William Kerr
by Michael Dahl   c. 1706

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Commodore, the Honorable William Kerr
by Richard Wilson   c. 1744

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Captain Wood of Boiling Hall
by Dominic Serres

(Private Collection)



Captain James Ferguson
by British School   18th or Possibly 19th Century

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Wax Portrait Plaque of Captain Richard Gwyn, R.N.
c. 1760

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Captain Robert Harland
by Michael Dahl   c. 1707 - 1711

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Captain Charles Maurice Pole
by Rancis Rigaud   1781

(Bonhams)



Captain Sir Walter Stirling
by James  Northcote  c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Captain, Sir Edward Vernon
by Francis Hayman   c. 1753 - 1756

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



An Unidentified British Naval Officer
by John Wollaston   1745

(National Gallery of Art, Washington)



An Unidentified British Naval Officer
by John Wollaston   c. 1749 - 1752

(Art Institute Chicago)



“A KNIGHT of the SPIT”
by M.Darly  1774

(The British Museum)



Portrait of an Unidentified Naval Lieutenant
by Sir Joshua Reynolds    1749

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Portrait of an Unidentified Naval Lieutenant
by British School

(Australian National Library)



Flagman of Lovestoft, Sir Jeremiah Smith
by Peter Lely   1666

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Flagman of Lovestoft, Sir Jeremiah Smith
by Peter Lely   1666

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



An English or French Seaman
by Louise Phillipe Boltard   c. 1733 - 1763

(The British Museum)



English Naval Telescope from London
 by  Nairne & Bluntc     1775

(National Maritime Museum)



English Mahogany Naval  Telescope, Likely from London  (Eye Cup is Missing)
49½ Inches by 1½ Inches

Engraved “Matthew Smith R.N.”
Mathew Smith Was Made a Lieutenant on 4, December, 1779 and Commander 18 April, 1782

Was Made a Captain on 18 April, 1783 and Dismissed from Service in 1796
(Charles Miller Ltd.)

English Naval Telescope from London
36 Inches by 1½ Inches

by Lincoln   c. 1770
(Charles Miller Ltd.)

English Naval Telescope from London
29½ Inches by 1½ Inches   c. 1780

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



English Naval Telescope from London
25½ Inches by 1½ Inches   c. 1780

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



Mahogany & Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope Owned by Rear - Admiral Charles Steevens (1705 - 1761)
c. 1750

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass & Leather Non - Achromatic Telescope Owned by Admiral R. Gotcome Howe (1725–1799)
Made at West 92 & 93 Fleet St. London   1773

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Mahogany & Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope
by Dollond & Atchison   c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Mahogany & Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope Owned by Lord Howe, First Lord of the Admiralty in 1783
by Dollond & Atchison   c. 1760

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Vellum, Ivory & Shagreen Non - Achromatic Telescope Owned by Admiral Augustus Keppel (1725 - 1786)
c. 1750

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Mahogany & Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope from London 
by Dollond & Atchison   c. 1760

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Mahogany & Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope from London
by Dollond & Atchison   c. 1770

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Mahogany & Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope from London
by Dollond & Atchison   c. 1770

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Mahogany& Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1770

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Mahogany& Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope from London with Baize Bag
by Nairne & Blunt   1775

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Mahogany& Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope from London with Baize Bag
by Nairne & Blunt   1775

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Mahogany & Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope
by Peter Dollond   c. 1770

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Mahogany & Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope
by Dollond & Atchison   c. 1770

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Mahogany & Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope
by Dollond & Atchison   c. 1770

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Mahogany& Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Mahogany& Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope
c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Mahogany, Brass & Copper Non - Achromatic Telescope Once Owned by Captain John Shortland
 c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English 1 Inch Single Draw Mahogany & Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope from London
by Dollond   c. 1780

(Charles Miller Ltd.)



English Mahogany & Brass Non - Achromatic Telescope Recovered from the Wreck of the “Royal George” Capsized in 1782
by Dollond & Atchison   c. 1782

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Brass & Whipcord Non - Achromatic Telescope Believed to be Used on the Deck of a Ship
by Gilbert & Sons   c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Mahogany & Brass “Gregory & Wright Improved Telescope” from London
by Gregory & Wright   1785

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Astronomy 
Telescopes



“The Astronomer’s Club”
by Robert Smirke   c. 1770 - 1840

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



“The Astronomer’s Club”
by Robert Smirke   c. 1770 - 1840

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



The Servants of George Parker, Thomas Phelps & John Bartlett
by James Watson & James Bretherton    1778

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



The Servants of George Parker, Thomas Phelps & John Bartlett
by James Watson & James Bretherton    1778

(The British Museum)



“L’ Astrologie”
by Nicholas Bonnart   c. 1678 - 1700

(The British Museum)



Hard Paste Porcelain “Astronomy Group” from Frankenthal
Frankenthal Porcelain Factory    c. 1770

(Victoria & Albert)



English Mahogany & Brass Astronomic Telescope Meant to be Mounted on a Stand
by Ascough   c. 1760

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



English Mahogany & Brass 7 Foot Newtonian Reflector Table Telescope
by William Herschel   c. 1770 - 1790

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Bone
Telescopes

Microscopes



Bone Telescope / “Flea Glass” Microscope
c. 1700

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Bone Telescope / “Flea Glass” Microscope
c. 1700

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Bone Telescope / “Flea Glass” Microscope
c. 1750

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Bone Telescope / “Flea Glass” Microscope
c. 1750

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)



Dutch Telescopes Made from Cow Bone
 c. 1725 - 1775

(Dutch Office for Monuments & Archaeology)



Telescope 
Stands



Dutch Iron & Brass Telescope Stand
17th Century

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Heliometers



English Brass Heliometer for Sun Observation
by J. Dolland & Son   c. 1755

(National Maritime Museum, Greenwich)
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