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The Mistresses of
King Charles II



Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn  (1651?-1687), Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Simon Verelst

(National Portrait Gallery, London)

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn


Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn  (1651?-1687), Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Simon Verelst

(National Portrait Gallery, London)
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Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn  (1651?-1687), Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Simon Verelst

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
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Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn  (1651?-1687), Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Simon Verelst

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn


Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn, Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Valentine Green, Published by Walter Shropshire, after Simon Verelst,  17 November 1777

(National Portrait Gallery)

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn


Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn, Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Sir Peter Lely  c. 1670 - 1675

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn


Unknown Sitter, Possibly Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn, Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
Studio of Sir Peter Lely  c. 1675

(National Portrait Gallery)

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn


Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn  (1651?-1687), Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Sir Peter Lely
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Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn  (1651?-1687), Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Sir Peter Lely

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
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Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn  (1651?-1687), Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Sir Peter Lely
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Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn, Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
Studio of Sir Peter Lely

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn


Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn, Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Unknown
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Possibly Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn, Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Unknown
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Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn, Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by James Macardell (1727 - 1765) after Sir Peter Lely

(National Portrait Gallery)

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn


Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn, Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Peter van Bleeck, after Sir Peter Lely  1751

(National Portrait Gallery)

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn


Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn, Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by John Ogborne, after Sir Peter Lely  1802

(National Portrait Gallery)

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn


Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn, Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Gerard Valck (1651 - 1726) after Sir Peter Lely 

(National Portrait Gallery)

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn


Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn, Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Abraham de Blois, published by Nicolaes Bisscher II  c. 1670

(National Portrait Gallery)

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn


Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn, Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Thomas van der Wilt  1687

(National Portrait Gallery)

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn


Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn, Actress & Mistress of Charles II With Her Two Sons by the King, Charles & James
by Richard Thompson after Sir Peter Lely   1693

(National Portrait Gallery)

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn


Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn, Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
With Her Two Sons by the King, Charles & James

by Unknown

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn


(Possible) Portrait of a Courtesan, Eleanor ('Nell') Gwyn 
Studio of Peter Lely  c. 1670 - 1685

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp01957/eleanor-nell-gwyn


Actress Mary “Moll” Davis, Mistress to Charles II
after Sir Peter Lely



Actress Mary “Moll” Davis, Mistress to Charles II
by Mary Beale



Actress Mary “Moll” Davis, Actress & Mistress to Charles II in 1667
by Sir Peter Lely



Actress Mary “Moll” Davis, Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Sir Peter Lely



Actress Mary “Moll” Davis, Actress & Mistress of Charles II 
by Unknown



Actress Barbara Villers, Mistress to Charles II
by Sir Peter Lely



Actress Barbara Villers, Mistress to Charles II
by Unknown



Louise Duchess of Portsmouth, Mistress to Charles II
by Henri Gascars



Louise Duchess of Portsmouth, Mistress to Charles II
by Mary Beale



Louise Duchess of Portsmouth, Mistress to Charles II
by Unknown



Louise de Keroualle Duchess of Portsmouth, French Mistress to Charles II
by Sir Peter Lely



Louise de Keroualle Duchess of Portsmouth, French Mistress to Charles II
by Sir Peter Lely



Louise de Keroualle Duchess of Portsmouth, French Mistress to Charles II
by Anonymous after Sir Peter Lely  c. 1700 - 1750

(The British Museum)



Louise de Keroualle Duchess of Portsmouth, French Mistress to Charles II



Louise de Keroualle Duchess of Portsmouth, French Mistress to Charles II



Louise de Keroualle Duchess of Portsmouth, French Mistress to Charles II
by Pierre Mignard  1682



Louise de Penancoet, Duchess of Portsmouth, French Mistress to Charles II
by Peter Lely 



Miss Lucy Waters,  Mistress to Charles II
by Unknown



Miss Lucy Waters,  Mistress to Charles II
by Ignatius van den Berghe, Published by E. & S. Harding   Published 1793

(Martin Collection)



Barbara Palmer, Later Lady Castlemaine, Duchess of Cleveland, Mistress to Charles II
by J.M. Wright  1670



Barbara Cleveland,  Mistress to Charles II
by Unknown



Notable Mistresses



Peg Hughes, Mistress to Prince Rupert (Cousin of Charles II)
By Sir Peter Lely



Françoise-Athénaïs, marquise de Montespan, Mistress to Louis XIV

http://www.kipar.org/period-galleries/paintings/1670/montespan.jpg
http://www.kipar.org/period-galleries/paintings/1670/montespan.jpg


Françoise-Athénaïs, marquise de Montespan, Mistress to Louis XIV
Unknown Artist

(Versailles)

http://www.kipar.org/period-galleries/paintings/1670/montespan.jpg
http://www.kipar.org/period-galleries/paintings/1670/montespan.jpg


Mr. Adrian Severland and his Mistress
by Pieter Schenck, 1660-1719
(Yale Center for British Art)



Sex Appeal



“The Lady Williams”
by Isaac Backett, Published by Edward Cooper  c. 1683

(The British Museum)



Diana Kirke, Later Duchess of Oxford
by Sir Peter Lely



Mrs. Lawson



The Countess of Somersett



Unknown



The Concert
by Peter Lely  c. 1640s

(Courtauld Institute of Art, London)



Reuben Presenting Mandrakes to Leah
by Peter Lehy  c. 1640 - 1650

(Courtauld Institute of Art, London)



Elizabeth, Countess of Kildare
by Sir Peter Lely  c. 1679

(Tate)



Anna Maria (Brudenell), Countess of Shrewsbury
by Sir Peter Lely  c. 1670

(National Portrait Gallery)



Unknown Sitter
by Sir Peter Lely  c. 1670



Woodcut
17th Century



Woodcut
17th Century



Woodcut
17th Century



Frances Howard
1615



Unknown



Anne, Viscountess Bayning 
by Gerard Soest  c. 1660

(Philip Mould)



Unknown  (Nice Melons)



An Allegory of Love 
(Possibly William, 1st Earl of Craven and Elizabeth Stuart, Queen of Bohemia)

by Sir Peter Lely 
(Sotheby’s Auction House)



“Nymphs by a Fountain”
by Sir Peter Lely  c. 1650
(The Frick Collection)



By Cornelius Dusar
c. 1675 - 1704

(The British Museum)



By Cornelius Dusar
c. 1675 - 1704

(The British Museum)



Prostitutes & Brothels



The Consequences of Alcoholism
by Jacob Matham  c. 1600

(The British Museum)



The Parable of the Prodigal Son
by Crisplin de Passed the Elder after Maerten de Vos  c. 1600

(The British Museum)



The Prodigal Son
by Conelis de Wael   c. 1658

(The British Museum)



Unknown Prostitute Stealing Money
by Jan Miense Molenaar
(The British Museum)



The Prodigal Son
after Theodoor Van Thulden  c. 1648 - 1699

(The British Museum)



DRINKDEBT WHORING

LES TROIS NASES DU MONDE
by Jean Ganière (Hennin) c. 1630

(The British Museum)



“THE LONDON JILT or, THE POLITICK WHORE” 1683



by Cornelis Dusart  c. 1675
(The British Museum)



Lascivie
by Agostino Carracci  c. 1600

(The British Museum)



Lascivie
by Agostino Carracci  c. 1600

(The British Museum)



Lascivie
by Agostino Carracci  c. 1600

(The British Museum)



Lascivie
by Agostino Carracci  c. 1600

(The British Museum)



Lascivie
by Agostino Carracci  c. 1600

(The British Museum)



Rembrandt
1646

(The British Museum)



Phallic Art



16th century Italian Apothecary Jar



17th Century Drinking Cup
(Museum of London)



Amulet
c. 1700



Lyrics of: “News from CRUTCHET - FRYERS.”
Note: This May NOT be an Actual Broadside

(English Broadside Ballad Archive)



John Wilmott, 2nd Earl of Rochester and Author of  “Signor Dildo” of 1673
by Unknown  c. 1665 1670

(National Portrait Gallery)



John Wilmott, 2nd Earl of Rochester and Author of  “Signor Dildo” of 1673
by Unknown  c. 1665 1670

(National Portrait Gallery)



“Signor Dildo”
by John Wilmott, 2nd Earl of Rochester 

You ladies of merry England
Who have been to kiss the Duchess's hand,
Pray, did you not lately observe in the show

A noble Italian called Signior Dildo?
.

This signior was one of the Duchess's train
And helped to conduct her over the main;

But now she cries out, 'To the Duke I will go,
I have no more need for Signior Dildo.'

.
At the Sign of the Cross in St James's Street,

When next you go thither to make yourselves sweet
By buying of powder, gloves, essence, or so,

You may chance to get a sight of Signior Dildo.
.

You would take him at first for no person of note,
Because he appears in a plain leather coat,
But when you his virtuous abilities know,

You'll fall down and worship Signior Dildo.
.

My Lady Southesk, heaven prosper her for't,
First clothed him in satin, then brought him to court;

But his head in the circle he scarcely durst show,
So modest a youth was Signior Dildo.



The good Lady Suffolk, thinking no harm,
Had got this poor stranger hid under her arm.
Lady Betty by chance came the secret to know
And from her own mother stole Signior Dildo.

.
The Countess of Falmouth, of whom people tell

Her footmen wear shirts of a guinea an ell,
Might save that expense, if she did but know

How lusty a swinger is Signior Dildo.
.

By the help of this gallant the Countess of Rafe
Against the fierce Harris preserved herself safe;

She stifled him almost beneath her pillow,
So closely she embraced Signior Dildo.

.
The pattern of virtue, Her Grace of Cleveland,

Has swallowed more pricks than the ocean has sand;
But by rubbing and scrubbing so wide does it grow,

It is fit for just nothing but Signior Dildo.
.

Our dainty fine duchesses have got a trick
To dote on a fool for the sake of his prick,

The fops were undone did their graces but know
The discretion and vigour of Signior Dildo.

.
The Duchess of Modena, though she looks so high,

With such a gallant is content to lie,
And for fear that the English her secrets should know,

For her gentleman usher took Signior Dildo.



The Countess o' th' Cockpit (who knows not her name?
She's famous in story for a killing dame),

When all her old lovers forsake her, I trow,
She'll then be contented with Signior Dildo.

.
Red Howard, Red Sheldon, and Temple so tall
Complain of his absence so long from Whitehall.

Signior Barnard has promised a journey to go
And bring back his countryman, Signior Dildo.

.
Doll Howard no longer with His Highness must range,

And therefore is proferred this civil exchange:
Her teeth being rotten, she smells best below,

And needs must be fitted for Signior Dildo.
.

St Albans with wrinkles and smiles in his face,
Whose kindness to strangers becomes his high place,

In his coach and six horses is gone to Bergo
To take the fresh air with Signior Dildo.

.
Were this signior but known to the citizen fops,

He'd keep their fine wives from the foremen o'their shops;
But the rascals deserve their horns should still grow

For burning the Pope and his nephew, Dildo.
.

Tom Killigrew's wife, that Holland fine flower,
At the sight of this signior did fart and belch sour,

And her Dutch breeding the further to show,
Says, 'Welcome to England, Mynheer Van Dildo.'



He civilly came to the Cockpit one night,
And proferred his service to fair Madam Knight.

Quoth she, 'I intrigue with Captain Cazzo;
Your nose in mine arse, good Signior Dildo.'

.
This signior is sound, safe, ready, and dumb

As ever was candle, carrot, or thumb;
Then away with these nasty devices, and show
How you rate the just merit of Signior Dildo.

.
Count Cazzo, who carries his nose very high,

In passion he swore his rival should die;
Then shut himself up to let the world know

Flesh and blood could not bear it from Signior Dildo.
.

A rabble of pricks who were welcome before,
Now finding the porter denied them the door,

Maliciously waited his coming below
And inhumanly fell on Signior Dildo.

.
Nigh wearied out, the poor stranger did fly,

And along the Pall Mall they followed full cry;
The women concerned from every window

Cried, 'For heaven's sake, save Signior Dildo.'
.

The good Lady Sandys burst into a laughter
To see how the ballocks came wobbling after,

And had not their weight retarded the foe,
Indeed't had gone hard with Signior Dildo.



Chastity
Belts



South German Chastity Belt
Late 17th Century

(Christie’s Auction House)



German Chastity Belt
17th to 18th Century



Sex Manuals



"Aristotle's Compleat Master-Piece"
1680

(Lyon & Trumbell Auction House)



The School of Venus
or

The Ladies Delight,...



“THE  SCHOOL  OF  VENUS,  OR  THE  LADIES  DELIGHT, ...”
1680



That Was 
Written in

1680?
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- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center


