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Balance  
Makers



“Balancier.” 
The Encyclopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert   1763 

(University of Michigan)



“Balancier.” 
The Encyclopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert   1763 

(University of Michigan)



“Balancier.” 
The Encyclopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert   1763 

(University of Michigan)



“Balancier.” 
The Encyclopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert   1763 

(University of Michigan)



“Balancier.” 
The Encyclopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert   1763 

(University of Michigan)



Scale  
Manufacturers



English Trade Card of William Taylor, Scale Maker 
18th Century 

(British Museum)



English Trade Card of John Wood, Scale Maker 
18th Century 

(British Museum)



Trade Card 
18th Century 

(Bishopsgate Institute)



Trade Card of Thomas Beach, Manufacturer of Scales 
18th Century 

(Science & Society)



Coin Scales



Coin Scale of James Boone,  Cousin of Daniel Boone 
1773 

(The Museum of the American Revolution)



Irish  Coin Scale 
18th  Century 

(Private Collection)



Coin Scale Used in Boston, Massachusetts 
18th  Century 

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



Coin Scale Owned by Reverend Samson Spaulding, 1st Minister to Tewksbury, Massachusetts  
c. 1725 - 1775 

(Winterthur)



Coin Scale Owned by Reverend Samson Spaulding, 1st Minister to Tewksbury, Massachusetts  
c. 1725 - 1775 

(Winterthur)



English Coin Scale 
by John Wood   c. 1760 

(Herbert & Sons, Scales & Weighing Machines)



English Coin Scale 
by John Wood   c. 1760 

(Herbert & Sons, Scales & Weighing Machines)



English Coin Scale in Tortoiseshell Case 
“By His Majesty’s Proclamation June 25 1774”   c. 1774 - 1790 

(Fleaglass)



English Coin Scale in Tortoiseshell Case 
“By His Majesty’s Proclamation June 25 1774”   c. 1774 - 1790 

(Fleaglass)



English Coin Scale in Tortoiseshell Case 
“By His Majesty’s Proclamation June 25 1774”   c. 1774 - 1790 

(Fleaglass)



English Coin Scale 
by Thomas Croome   c. 1780 

(Herbert & Sons, Scales & Weighing Machines)



English Coin Scale 
by Thomas Croome   c. 1780 

(Herbert & Sons, Scales & Weighing Machines)



English Coin Scale 
by Thomas Croome   c. 1780 

(Herbert & Sons, Scales & Weighing Machines)



English Coin Scale 
by Thomas Croome   c. 1780 

(Herbert & Sons, Scales & Weighing Machines)



English Coin Scale 
by Freeman and New   c. 1781 

(Private Collection)



English Coin Scale 
by Freeman and New   c. 1781 

(Private Collection)



English Coin Scale 
by Freeman and New   c. 1781 

(Private Collection)



“ The Light Guinea, or the Blade in the Dumps”  
by Carington Bowles  c. 1773 -1774 

(The British Museum)



“THE DOUBLE DISAPPOINTMENT”  
by Sayer & Bennet  25 July, 1774 

(The British Museum)



“THE DOUBLE DISAPPOINTMENT”  
by Sayer & Bennet  25 July, 1774 

(The British Museum)



Diamond  
Scales



English Diamond Scale 
by Richard Roberts   c. 1750 

(Herbert & Sons, Scales & Weighing Machines)



Coin 
Weights



Coin Weight - 1714 Standard 
“THE STANDARD OF IRELAND” 

“ANNO XIII ANNAE REGINA” 
8 pennyweights and 16 grains (8Dwt : 16 Gr or just D8 G16)



Weight Standard Table 
c. 1720 

(Private Collection)



Scale Weight Marked for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Late 18th Century 
(Nathan Barlow)



Money 
Steelyards



Money Steelyard 
DIRECTIONS for the use of the English DOGEN, or MONEY STEEL-YARD. Invented, Made, and 

Sold by BENJAMIN MARTIN, in Fleet-Street  
c. 1750 - 1775 
(Christie’s)



Steelyards



The Standard Weight of Coins showing a Brass Cock 
18th Century 



Anglo - American Iron Steelyard 
18th Century 

(“Big Daddy” West Collection)



Anglo - American Iron Steelyard 
18th Century 

(“Big Daddy” West Collection)



Anglo - American Iron Steelyard 
18th Century 

(“Big Daddy” West Collection)



“STEELYARD” 
by Andrew Bell   c. 1790 

(Pastpages.co.uk)
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- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center 


