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To Our Friends....

This material is presented for educational purposes only.  While we 
at the 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center personally 
feel that the practice of slavery was an abominable act, we cannot 
dismiss the fact that it existed during the 18th century.  While it is 
painful to be reminded of this unfortunate heritage, we do feel that 
it is important that it, as a historical entity, should never be 
forgotten or dismissed.  While we hope that our intentions of 
presenting this research are clear, we also sincerely apologize to 
anyone in advance should they find this material offensive.



Slaves & Servants



Elizabeth Murray Countess Dysart
by Sir Peter Lely   1651
(Ham House, Surrey)



Mary or Anne Butterworth 
attributed to John Michael Wright  c. 1660

(Belfield Hall, Rochdale)



“Dus Heeft den Moor met Pyl en Boogh” (Moor with Bow and Arrow)
Engraved by Jan Vissher  c. 1660

(Swann Auctions)



Louise de Kérouaille, Dutchess of Portsmouth
by Pierre Magnard   1682



Boston Merchant, Elihu Yale, the 2nd Duke of Devonshire, Lord James Cavendish, Mr. Tunstal, and a Page
by unknown  1708

(Yale Center for British Art)



Dutch Girl with a Dog and Page Boy (with Collar)
by Philip Vilain

(The Bowes Museum)



Dutch Painting on Panel Depicting a Page Boy with a Slave Collar
by Shanker Pur



“Card Players in a Drawing Room”
by Pierre Louis Dumesnil the Younger (1698 - 1781)

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Thomas Smith and His Family
by Robert West  1735

(National Trust)



Portrait of a Gentleman with a Young (possibly Indian) Servant, possibly Sir George Thomas
by Charles Phillips  c. late 1730s

(Philip Mould)



Portrait of a Young Man
by Bernard Lens III (1682 - 1740)



Silver Snuff  Box of a slave wearing a silver collar & his mistress 
c. 1740

(National Maritime Museum)



Captain Lord George Graham in his Cabin  
by William Hogarth  c. 1742 - 1744

(National Maritime Museum)



The  Honorable  John  Spencer & His  Son,  the  1st  Earl  Spencer with  their  Servant,  Caesar  Shaw  
by George Knapton  1744

(Althorp)



“TASTE IN HIGH LIFE”
by William Hogarth, Sold by Mr. Ferris of Covent Garden  1746

(National Maritime Museum)



Lady Grace Cartaret,  Countess Dysart
by unknown  1753

(Ham House, Surrey)



The Sense of Taste
 by Phillipe Mercier    1744
(Yale Center of British Art)



The Sense of Taste
 by Phillipe Mercier    1744
(Yale Center of British Art)



Captain  Robert  Fenwick  and  His  Wife  Isabella  Orde  and  Her  Sister  Ann
by Thomas Bardwell  c.  1746

(Laing Art Gallery)



Paul  Henry  Ouerry
by Sir Joshua Reynolds  c.  1748

(Saltram, Devon)



Portrait of John Delaval in Van Dyck Costume with a Servant
 by William Bell

(Seaton Delaval Hall, Northumberland)



Mid-18th century French print of Africans being taken from their homeland
 and transported to the New World



“The Negro Coachboy”
by British School, at Erddig, Wrexham, Wales

(National Trust)



Portrait of Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Strelitz
by Unknown   c. 1750s

(The Royal Collection)



John Orde, His Wife Anne, and His Eldest Son William
by Arthur Devis  c. 1754 - 1756
(Yale Center for British Art)



“May Morning”
by John Collet  1760

(Museum of London)



x



x



Charles Calvert and His African Slave 
by John Hesselius  1761

(Baltimore Museum of Art)



Charles Calvert and His African Slave 
by John Hesselius  1761

(Baltimore Museum of Art)



A Servant to the Duke of Cumberland
Paul Sandby  c. 1765

(Tate)



The  Third  Duke  of  Richmond  Out  Shooting  with  his  Servant
by Johann Zoffany c.  1765
(Bridgeman Art Gallery)



A Conversation between Two Girls and their Black Servant
by John Wright of Derby c. 1770

(Bridgeman Art Gallery)



African  American  Servant
by American School  c. 1770

(Private School)



“LADY  NIGHTCAP  at BREAKFAST”
by Carington Bowles 1772



“Madame Dormeuse au dejeuner (Miss sleepyhead having breakfast)”
Carrington Bowles, Publishers  

(The British Museum)



“High Life Below Stairs or MUNGO addressing my Lady’s Maid”
by William Humphrey

(Yale Center for British Art)



“ Be not amaz'd DEAR MOTHER - It is indeed your DAUGHTER  ANNE.”
1774



“BOB BLUNT in AMAZE, or FEMALE FASHIONABLE FOLLIES.”
by Carington Bowles  1776

(The British Museum)



“The FASHIONABLE  DRESSES for the YEAR 1776”
by Carington Bowles  1776

(The British Museum)



“TIGHT  LACING,  or  FASHION  before  EASE.”
by John  Collet  1777

(The British Museum)



“TIGHT  LACING,  or  FASHION  before  EASE.”
by John  Collet  1777

(The British Museum)



From Soho
by Philippe Jacques de Loutherbourg  1776

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Francis Barber, Jamaican born Slave & Servant to Dr. Samuel Johnson
by Sir Joshua Reynolds  c. 1770s

(Tate)



Francis Barber, Jamaican born Slave & Servant to Dr. Samuel Johnson
by Frances Northcote  c. 1770s
(Dr. Johnson House Museum)



“Head of a Negro”
by John Singleton Copley  c. 1778 - 1779

(Smithsonian Institute)



“ Watson  and  the  Shark “   by  J. S.  Copley   1778
The  1749  Attack  on  Brook   Watson  in  Havana,  Cuba  

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



3rd  Version  “ Watson  and  the  Shark “   by  J. S.  Copley   1778
The  1749  Attack  on  Brook   Watson  in  Havana,  Cuba  

(Detroit Institute of Arts)



“AUTUMN”
by Carington Bowles after John Collet  1779

(The British Museum)



A Watercolor of a Slave wearing a Silver Collar & his Mistress
c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum)



A Watercolor of a Slave wearing a Silver Collar & his Mistress
c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum)



A Lady and Her Children Relieving a Cottager
byWilliam Redmore Bigg    1781
(Philadelphia Museum of Art)



Recreated Southern Plantation Owner & His Servant
(Colonial Williamsburg - Courtesy Neal Hurst & Emanuel Dabney)



“The Old Plantation”  South Carolina
Likely by Plantation Owner, John Rose  c. 1785 - 1790

(Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Museum)



Tile depicting a Slave baling cargo
Late 18th or Early 19th Century

(Bridgeman Art Library)



Items excavated in a Carolina Slave Hut
(South Carolina Information Highway)



Watford Parish Records 
Record of Baptism
July 24, 1727

"Charles, a negro formerly called Donas, servant to Her Grace 
the Duchess of Bedford baptised at Cashiobury." 



Watford Parish Records 
Record of Baptism
June 9, 1730

"Othello, a negro formerly called Donas, servant to the Rt Hon 
Earl of Essex, baptised at Cashiobury" 

(Notice that Othello was baptised on the same day as Lady 
Anne, daughter of William, Earl of Essex)



“A View of Cassiobury House & Park”
 by John Wootton  c. 1748

(Watford Museum)



“A View of Cassiobury House & Park”
 by John Wootton  c. 1748

(Watford Museum)

Could this be Othello?



Watford Parish Records 
Record of Baptism
August 24, 1774

"George Edward Doney, a negro, servant to the Earl of Essex, aged 
about 16 as presumed"

(Doney, a servant at Cassiobury, was captured in Gambia as a child)



High life below stairs as it was represented at Cashiobury the seat of the Earl of Essex
by James Bretherton after Thomas Orde Powlett   1774

(The British Museum)



“Blackee  you  go!  /  High  Life  below  Stairs  /  Cookey,  you  go! / Cook  -  Sambo,  Answer  the  Door -”
1774

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Cassiobury Estate Records 
'Doney the Black' is listed as a servant



“List of Negros”  belonging to the Spring Plantation, 1 January 1782



Receipt for money given to a black servant in Edinburgh by Alexander Gordon of Cairnbanno. 1782.
(The British Museum)



“THE POOR BLACKS GOING TO THEIR SETTLEMENT”
Published by E. Maclew  1787



Portrait of a Young Woman
by Jean-Étienne Liotard  (1702 - 1789)  c. late 18th Century

(St. Louis Art Museum)



African Doll made in the America’s Ante-Bellem South
Called Mwana Hiti or “Child of Wood”

Similar to the Fertility Dolls made by the Zaramo Girls of Tanzania
Late 18th to Early 19th Century

(Swann Auctions)



Phyllis Wheatley



On July 11, 1761, an enslaved 8-year-old girl arrived in Boston, likely from 
present day Gambia or Senegal, on the ship "The Philllis," owned by 
Medford resident Timothy Fitch. Fitch wrote to his ship's captain on its 
next voyage, "you are not to take any Children & Especilly Girls, if you 
Can Avoid it by any means."

Wealthy Boston merchant John Wheatley bought the young girl as a 
servant for his wife, who named her after the ship that had brought her 
to America. Phillis Wheatley became the first African-American poet, 
and the first African-American woman to publish her writing.

(Courtesy The Royall House and Slave Quarters)



Letter of  Timothy Finch to Captain Peter Gwinn directing his Orders to Senegal
4, September 1761

(Medford Historical Society)



Letter of  Timothy Finch to Captain Peter Gwinn directing his Orders to Senegal
4, September 1761

(Medford Historical Society)



Letter of  Timothy Finch to Captain Peter Gwinn directing his Orders to Senegal
4, September 1761

(Medford Historical Society)



Capt Peter Gwinn
Boston September 4th 1761

Sir- You having the Command of my Briggt Phillis your Orders are to 
Embrace the First Good Wind + Proceed to the Coast of Affrica. 
Touching first at Sinagall. & there dispose of as much of your Cargo as you 
can to Advantage for Cash or Prime Slaves & then Proceed Down the 
Coast to such Places as you may Judge the moSs Likely to dispose of your 
Cargo & Slave Your VeSsell as you'l be very Barley upon the Coast you are 
not to take any Children & Especilly Girls, if you Can Avoid it by any 
means, + as fiew Woman as PoSsible, + them Likely, but as many Prime 
Young Men Boys as you Can get from 14 to 20 Years of Age Take no Slave 
on Board that has the Least defect, or Sicky as as you will be Early & have a 
Chooice well aSsorted & Good Cargo, make no Doubt You'l be able to 
Pick Your Sives, I had Rather you would be Two Months Longer on the 
Coast then to Bring off Such a Cargo as Your Last which were very small 
& the meanest Cargo I Ever had Come - You have half as much again 
Cargo as you had the Last Voyage,  +  by a Moderate Calculation Sufficient



+ by a Moderate Calculation Sufficient to Purchase 140 to 150 Prime 
Slaves, what Money you Get at Sinagall you may Keep till you see if you 
have Occation to Part with it for Slaves to Leward, Should you be so 
Fortunate as to fall in at a Good Time, so as to Slave Quick with Grown 
Slaves, so as to be Ready to Come off by Begining of Feby, at which Time I 
think if too Early to go to South Carrolina / in that Case you may go to 
Mounta Christo + there Dispose of your Slaves + Purchase you a 
Compleat Load of the Best white Sugars + whare you Cant Stow 
Hogsheads Stow in Barrells, + the remainder of your Money Purchase, 
Sugar or MollaSses + Ship upon any VeSsell Bound this Way. But if no 
Opportunitu to Ship then bring Home your Money in Gold & Seacreate it 
in Some Place about you - that in Case you should be taken you might save 
it. If Capt Job Prince is at Mounta Chrsito Advise with him— But Should 
you be detained Longer then Febuar on the Coast then You may go to 
South Carrolina, or Vineyaw& there dispose of as many Slaves as you can 
for Cash, & then some few Refuge for Rice for what Slaves may be left. 



Proceed to Cape Fear & apply to my Friend Capt Richard Quince to 
dispose off the Remainder for Nothing but Cash or Undoubted Bills of 
Ekchange.  Such as Mr Quince would Indorse himself, + if you take Bills at 
South Carrolina should Chuse a Good Indorser, of which you must be very 
Carefull, but if by any Accident you are Detainid till June upon the Coast I 
think in that Case you had best Come Directly Home to Boston. I shall 
Lodge Letters for You at the Mount, South Carrolina + Cape Fear - 
Whatever is don at Either of there Places, you must do it with Dispatch 
Your Privelidge if Four Slaves your Wages 3. Lb Stg per Month. Your 
Commissions Form P 6", write me by all + Every Opportunity of Your 
Proceedings & be very Perticular as to Numbers of Slaves ye Quality + 
when You think of Sailing & where bound. You must be very Carefull & 
Watchfull Over Your Slaves + —— more so than Common as I Hope You'l 
have Mostly Grown Slaves- I send you Charles Wright, I would have you 
Take Care to find out if he has any Relations that will Receive him, he has 
been with me this Two Years his Board Schooling and Clothing Cums to 
at Least Sixty or Seventy Pounds Sterling. 



Get what you Can more or LeSs - Lighten Your Portlidge Bill, by 
Supplying Your Peopi as much as You Can - I have taken Perticular 
Care about Your Rum Cask, so that I hope you'l have but Little if any 
Leakage - Mind + get all your Old Debts Left Last Voyage, & Try if 
you Can get any Thing from Rand - Keep your small arms you have for 
Sale + for the use of the VeSsell in better Order than Last Voyage - you 
have 384 Barrs Due upon the Coast which you must Mind & Receive in 
Prime Slaves The Letter you have for Mr Cleavland is Concerning 
Charles - Read Cleavlands Invoices & Rand's Letters & then Seal & 
Deliver them - You must be more Carefull of Your Cargo than Last 
Voyage, many things are Wanting not Accounted for Wright me by 
Every Opportunity by all means - I am Wishing You Good Voyage & 
safe Return

Sir Your Friend & Owner
Timothy Fitch



Boston September 10th 1761 / above stands Copy of my Orders Which I 
Promise to Follow as WitneSs my hand- 

WB. Capt Quinn ComiSsion if four p 6 U upon his sail upon the Coast 
& Return to Boston but if to Mounta Christo or Carrolina 5 p per 6U 
for what he sells + Brings produce for

Timo Fitch
Timothy Fitch



“POEMS  ON  VARIOUS  SUBJECTS, RELIGIOUS  AND  MORAL”
by Phillis Wheatley 1773
(Library of Congress0



“POEMS  ON  VARIOUS  SUBJECTS, RELIGIOUS  AND  MORAL”
by Phillis Wheatley 1773
(Library of Congress0



Letter by Phyllis Wheatley to Obour Tanner, A Slave Owned by Jas. Tanner of Newport, Rhode Island
Context of Letter: The American War for Independence

Providence, Rhode Island   14, February 1776
(Swann Auctions)



Letter by Phyllis Wheatley to Obour Tanner, A Slave Owned by Jas. Tanner of Newport, Rhode Island
Context of Letter: The American War for Independence

Providence, Rhode Island   14, February 1776
(Swann Auctions)



Livery



Livery Waistcoat
18th Century

(Karen Augusta Auctions)



Livery Waistcoat
18th Century

(Karen Augusta Auctions)



Livery Waistcoat
18th Century

(Karen Augusta Auctions)



Livery Waistcoat
18th Century

(Karen Augusta Auctions)



Livery Waistcoat
18th Century

(Karen Augusta Auctions)



Recreated Livery Coat
(Colonial Williamsburg - Courtesy Neal Hurst, Emanuel Dabney & Ron Carnegie)



Newspaper 
Advertisements



Boston Gazette
1762

(Royall House & Slave Quarters)



New-York Gazette; or, the Weekly Post-Boy
October 27, 1763



New-York Gazette; or, the Weekly Post-Boy
December 20, 1766



Virginia Gazette
Sept. 14, 1769



Maryland Gazette
January 16, 1775



Maryland Gazette 
April 6, 1775



Newspaper Ad
1777

(BCC)



Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser
March 17, 1778



Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser
March 3, 1779



The Royal Gazette
1781

(The British Library)



Maryland Gazette
July 12, 1781
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