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To Our Friends....

This material is presented for educational purposes only.  While we 
at the 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center personally 
feel that the practice of slavery was an abominable act, we cannot 
dismiss the fact that it existed during the 18th century.  While it is 
painful to be reminded of this unfortunate heritage, we do feel that 
it is important that it, as a historical entity, should never be 
forgotten or dismissed.  While we hope that our intentions of 
presenting this research are clear, we also sincerely apologize to 
anyone in advance should they find this material offensive.



Africans
As Seen by An

Englishman



Head of a West African Woman in Profile
by Lieutenant Gabriel Bay  1774
(National Maritime Museum)



Head of a West African Woman Wearing a Hat in Profile
by Lieutenant Gabriel Bay  1774
(National Maritime Museum)



Head of a West African Woman in Profile
by Lieutenant Gabriel Bay  1774
(National Maritime Museum)



“The  Head  Dress  of  the  Woppo  Negros”
Lt.  Gabriel  Bay  -   1774

(National Maritime Museum)



“The Head-dress of the Jolliffes, Gum Coast, Africa”
Lt.  Gabriel  Bay  -   1774

(National Maritime Museum)



African Canoe Paddling Through the Surf
by Lieutenant Gabriel Bay  1774
(National Maritime Museum)



Head of a Native Wearing a Headdress
by Lieutenant Gabriel Bay  1774
(National Maritime Museum)



The Slave Trade



Charter of Edward VI Incorporating the Merchant Venturers of Bristol, England
(Bristol Museum)



Royal African Company Slave Voyage Account - East Barbados
26th February  1683
(Bristol Museum)



Ballast Stone

Recovered from the 16th Century Spanish Slave Ship, the "Nuestra Señora de las Maravillas" that went down in 1656.  
Bears the Face of an Elephant, similar to the Elephant Masks of the Guro people of West Africa.

(Swann Auctions)



Seal for Tagging Bales of Cloth for Export. 

Stamped with the coat of arms for the Company of Royal Adventurers of England to Africa.  
This company, established in 1660, purchased West Africans and transported them as slaves to the colonies.



“Chart of the Sea Coasts of Europe, Africa and America”
From John Thornton, The Atlas Maritimus of the Sea Atlas  London c. 1700



“Chart of the Sea Coasts of Europe, Africa and America”
From John Thornton, The Atlas Maritimus of the Sea Atlas  London c. 1700



Coat of Arms for the The South Seas Company, Dealers in the Slave Trade
c. 1711 - 1712

(National Maritime Museum)



“A New & Exact MAP of the island of BARBADOES in AMERICA...” 
according to survey made in the years 1717 to 1721 by William Mayo

(National Maritime Museum)



“Plan of Algiers in Barbary, with the soundings near the Batteries...”
published by Richard Ball, by James Basire  1776

(The British Museum)



“Plan of Algiers in Barbary, with the soundings near the Batteries...”
published by Richard Ball, by James Basire  1776

(The British Museum)



“The North-west Prospect of Bense Island on the River Sierra-Leone”

Initially operated by the London firms of the Gambia Adventurers and the Royal African Company of England. 
Later operated by the London-based companies -of Grant, Oswald & Company and John & Alexander 
Anderson.  Bense Island hosted slave ships from the British ports of London, Liverpool, and Bristol as well as 
from Newport, Rhode Island, in the North American Colonies in addition to those from France and Denmark. 
Attacked 4 times, one being by the French in 1779 during the American War for Independence.



Plan of Bense Island  1726



18th Century Venetian Trade Beads exported to Ghana - found in the mud of the Floating Harbor

Slave ships carried hundreds of thousand of pounds worth of trade good such as Indian Cotton Cloth, alcohol, brassware, firearms, and 
tools and trinkets in exchange for enslaved Africans & Food

(Bridgeman Art Library)



Ivory Bracelet marked “King Aqua” & “Prince”
Aqua: inland from Calabar, where Briain dominated the transatlantic slave trade.

Gifts such as these were given to the heads of African trading houses
  c. 1785

(National Maritime Museum)



Ivory Bracelet marked “King Aqua” & “Prince”
Aqua: inland from Calabar, where Briain dominated the transatlantic slave trade.

Gifts such as these were given to the heads of African trading houses
  c. 1785

(National Maritime Museum)



Brass Trade Bowl or “Neptune”
18th Century

(Bristol Museum)



 Musket for the “Africa Trade” 
Made in Birmingham

(National Maritime Museum)



Trade Pistol
(Bristol Museum)



A Letter by Esther Smith, the widow of Rev. Joseph Smith, transfering her late husband's estate to her son, 
Ensign Joseph Smith.  Middletown, Connecticut   1738 or 1739

(Swann Auctions)



 "Ye Estate of my late Husband. . .both Real & personal. . .
Cloys a negro man which belonged to my Husband. . .as 
also all my wearing Cloaths, Mony, Goods or Chattels; 
Cattle, Sheep, & Swine."

A Letter by Esther Smith, the widow of Rev. Joseph Smith, transfering her late husband's estate to her son, 
Ensign Joseph Smith.  Middletown, Connecticut   1738 or 1739

(Swann Auctions)



“THREE LETTERS FROM THE REVEREND Mr. G. WHITEFIELD:”
“Letter III: To the Inhabitants of Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina Concerning their Negroes.”

Printed and Sold by B. FRANKLIN  of Philadelphia  1740
(Swann Auctions)



1749 Will of Edward Mapham. Written before leaving Bristol for Africa on the “Greyhound”
He left his worldly goods to George & Elizabeth Gore.  Illiterate, he signed his will with an “X”

(Bristol Museum)



“The Royal African: or, MEMOIRS of the Young Prince of Annamaboe”
c. 1750

(Documenting the American South)



1752 Ship’s Muster Roll for the “Ruby” Drawn up for the Seaman’s Hospital Insurance Fund
(Bristol Museum)



1754 Petition by Stephen Biakesley, sailor on the Matilda, for money from the Seaman’s Hospital Fund for injuries sustained 
in fighting enslaved Africans during an onboard revolt to take over the ship.  Sailors paid 6d per month to the Fund for 
insurance.



1760 petition of Shadrick Chapman for compensation after losing his eyesight aboard the slave ship “Richmond” 
 He was granted 3 shillings a week by the Seaman’s Hospital Fund

(Bristol Museum)



James island and Fort Gambia - Used for the Gold, Ivory, & Slave Trade
Administered by the Royal Adventurers in Africa Company

Surveyed in October, 1755



The Slave Galley, “Luxborough” (South Seas Company), catches fire - 1727
by John Cheveley  1760

(National Maritime Museum)



The Slave Galley “Luxborough” (South Seas Company) burns as her crew looks on - 1727
by John Cheveley  1760

(National Maritime Museum)



The Slave Galley “Luxborough” (South Seas Company) burns as her crew looks on - 1727
by John Cheveley  1760

(National Maritime Museum)



Survivors  from the Slave Galley, “Luxborough” (South Seas Company), aboard a Yawl - 1727
by John Cheveley  1760

(National Maritime Museum)



The “Luxborough”’s Captain, William Kellaway, and 21 Crew Members aboard a Yawl - 1727
by John Cheveley  1760

(National Maritime Museum)



The yawl of the “Luxborough” Galley Arrives in Newfoundland, 7 July 1727
by John Cheveley  1760

(National Maritime Museum)



“A VIEW OF YE JASON PRIVATEER” 
by Nicholas Pocock  c.1760



“A VIEW OF THE BLANDFORD FRIGATE” 
by Nicholas Pocock  c.1760



“THE SOUTHWELL FRIGATE” 
by Nicholas Pocock  c.1760

(Bristol Museum)



“THE SOUTHWELL FRIGATE” 
by Nicholas Pocock  c.1760

(Bristol Museum)



Invoice
Timothy Fitch of Medford, Massachusetts to Captain Peter Gwinn

1766
(Medford Historical Society) 



Invoice
Timothy Fitch of Medford, Massachusetts to Captain Peter Gwinn

1766
(Medford Historical Society) 



Invoice
Timothy Fitch of Boston 



Slave Sale Document
Wherein Joseph Skidmore Purchase a Slave named Ned from Nathaniel Toeker

Brookhaven, New York  1761
(Swann Auctions)



Log Book of the Slave Ship “Black Prince” owned by James Laroche & Co. Bristol, England
Entries by Captain Miller

(Bristol Museum)



'3 August The Pinnace returned Brought some rice but no slaves ...

20 September Some canoes came on board with some slaves but could not buy any but One 
Man ...

6 November Brought off 14 Males and 12 Female slaves'.

'22 February found the Slaves was intending to rise got all under arms and soon got them 
quieted tho a great Number of them had Broke there Irons ... found out 2 of which was the 
Ring Leaders which was well Flogged ...

4 March [at sea] The slaves intended to make the other Attempt. Am got up 10 of the Ring 
Leaders put them in one chain and whipt them. Died one girl of the flux No 12.'

'8 March One Woman very bad, Many of them with purging and some falls away not eateing ...'

The ship sailed with 438 enslaved Africans.

Log Book of the Slave Ship “Black Prince” owned by James Laroche & Co. Bristol, England
Entries by Captain Miller

(Bristol Museum)



John Pinney, Sugar Plantation owner & Slave owner on Nevis in 1762
Ran a Sugar Importation Business  in Bristol, England  with Jas. Tobin

(Bristol Museum)



A Printed Shipping Bill for a Slave Boy, Sierra Leone River
3 January 1763

(Bridgeman Art Library)



Soft Paste Porcelain Punchbowl of the Slave Ship “The Swallow”
Painted by William Jackson, Manufactured by Richard Chaffers   1763

(Victoria & Albert Museum)



The Shipping Port of Broad Quay in Bristol, England
by Philip Vandyke
(Bristol Museum)



Coconut Scrubbing Brush used by Enslaved Domestic Staff to Scrub Floors, Tables & Clothes
(Bristol Museum)



Calebash Bowl made out of a Gourd and carried from Africa by Enslaved Afrieans
(Bristol Museum)



“Shipping Slaves off the Pitons, St. Lucia”
by Nicholas Pocock  1771

(National Maritime Museum)



Letter from Cadawalader Morris to Samuel Morris Regarding the Purchase & Sale of Slaves
Kingston, Jamaica  to Philadelphia   1773

(Swann Auctions)



Owner’s Shares - Snow Africa - 1774
(Bristol Museum)



 A possible Portuguese official from the “Slave Coast”
by Lieutenant Gabriel Bay April - May 1775

(National Maritime Museum)



A Liverpool Slave Ship
by William Jackson  c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum)



A Liverpool Slave Ship
by William Jackson  c. 1780

(National Maritime Museum)



Cross Section of a Slave Ship from a Manuscript on Slavery by the Artist
by Jacques-Henri Bernardin de Saint-Pierre  

Late 18th Century
(Bridgeman Art Library)

http://www.magnoliabox.com/artist/5759/Jacques-Henri_Bernardin_de_Saint-Pierre
http://www.magnoliabox.com/artist/5759/Jacques-Henri_Bernardin_de_Saint-Pierre


 Two slave forts on the island, Fort St Michel, and Fort Vermandois. Goree in West Africa
(National Maritime Museum)



Mr. Inkle sells the “Native” woman, Yarico, into slavery in Barbados after She Rescued him from a Shipwreck & they fell in Love
By S. Hutchinson 1793

(National Maritime Museum)



"Model of the slave ship 'Brookes' used by William Wilberforce 
in the House of Commons to demonstrate"

(Bridgeman Art Library)



Blunderbuss Marked “I.SIBLEY” on the breech  c. 1710 - 1715
Weapons such as these were used by the crews of slave ships to deter enslaved Africans

(National Maritime Museum)



A Slave Ownership Bracelet and Key engraved  “S. Bosquanet Layton 1746"
(National Maritime Museum)



A Slave Ownership Bracelet and Key engraved  “S. Bosquanet Layton 1746"
(National Maritime Museum)



Leg Irons



Leg Irons
c. 1750-1800

(Swann Auctions)



Two Pairs of Hand Wrought Iron “Middle Passage” Shackles
c. 1750 - 1800

(Swann Auctions)



Iron Slave Neck Ring
18th Century

(National Maritime Museum)



Shackles
Late 18th Century

(Bristol, England, Museum)



Slave Collars with Iron Links
c. 1790

(National Maritime Museum)



Iron Slave Chains & Shackle (length 150 cm)
18th Century

(Musée d’Aquitaine)



Iron Leg Shackles
18th Century

Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



Artifacts from the Wreck of the
“Henrietta Marie”

An English Merchant & Slave Ship
Sunk in 1700

Trade Beads



Glass Beads traded for Ivory, Pepper, and Slaves
(National Graphic - Courtney Platt)



Iron Shackle from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Iron Shackles from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Iron Shackle from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Iron Shackles from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Ship’s Bell from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Pewter Mugs from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Pewter Mug from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Pewter Bowl or Basin from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Touch Marks from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Pewter Spoon from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Pewter Spoon from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Pewter Bottle from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Pewter Bottle from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Pewter Pitcher from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Bellarmine Jug from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Voyage Iron from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Waterline Marker from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Trunnion Strap from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Trade Iron from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Block Pulley from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Cook Stove from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Blunderbuss Plate from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Lock Plate from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



South Cannon, Iron Minion or Four Pounder
From the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



South Cannon, Iron Minion or Four Pounder
From the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Surgeon’s Saw from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



“Piss Dale” from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700
A Funnel which led to the Emptying of Urine to the Sea



Axe Head from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Jack from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Steel Yard from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Rudder Gudgeon from the wreck of the English Slave Ship, Henrietta Marie, which Sank in 1700



Navigational Sounding Lead
Unknown Vessel
(Bristol Museum)



Slave Sales



Charlestown, South Carolina Slave Auction Broadside
24th July, 1769

(Bridgeman Art Library)



Slave Sale Broadside
18th Century
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Thank you!

- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center


