
18th Century Material Culture  
Foundling Hospital Textile Swatches & Tokens



The 
Foundling Hospital



When a destitute woman could no longer care 
for her child in 18th century London, she could 
deliver that child to the Foundling Hospital.   

In order to reunite the child with the mother 
should she ever return, a small token or swatch 
of cloth was left with the Hospital as a means 
of identification.



“A  PERSPECTIVE  VIEW  OF  THE  FOUNDLING  HOSPITAL  WITH  EMBLEMATIC  FIGURES 
by Charles Grignion, Made by Edward Rooker after Samuel Wale   1749 

(The British Museum)



“The Foundling Hospital” 
by Anonymous   c. 1750 - 1780 

(The British Museum)



“A View of the Foundling Hospital” 
by Benjamin Cole   1756 

(The Foundling Museum)



“The Foundling Hospital” 
by Anonymous   c. 1750 - 1780 

(Public Domain)



1728 - 1733 Entries from Thomas Coran’s Pocketbook  
Petition of 21 “Ladies of Quality and Distinction” to Establish a Foundling Hospital to Care for Babies at Risk of Abandonment 

(The Foundling Museum)



King George II Royal Charter Awarded to Thomas Coran to Establish the Foundling Hospital in 1739 
From 1741 to 1954, the Foundling Hospital Cared for 25,000 Abandoned Children 

(The Foundling Museum)



Architect Theodore Jacobsen, Holding the Design for the Foundling Hospital 
by Thomas Hudson   c. 1742 
(The Foundling Museum)



John Milner, Founding Governor of the Foundling Hospital and Vice President from 1740 - 1750 
by Thomas Hudson   c. 1746 
(The Foundling Museum)



Coat of Arms Design for the Foundling Hospital by William Hogarth 
1747 

(The Foundling Museum)



Letter for Employment ,Pilton Workhouse 
1778 

(The Foundling Museum)



Greenwich Royal Hospital for Seamen and Foundling Hospital 
18th Century 

(The Foundling Museum)



Solid Fabric 
Textile Tokens



Linen Cap - Used as a Child Identification 
1753 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch- “Brown Linen” 
1759 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling 10563 -A Girl Named Isabel Crane Admitted on the 22nd of November in 1758  
With Heart Cut from Red Woolen Cloth Pinned to Her Cap probably Cut from her Mother’s Dress or Coat  

She Died a few Weeks later on December 16th 
(The Foundling Museum)



Embroidered Fabric 
Textile Tokens



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Embroidered Fabric Swatch 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Embroidered Fabric Swatch 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Embroidered Fabric Swatch   1756 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling 14695 
An Embroidered Sampler Left with a Boy Named William Porter 

Admitted on the 6th of December in 1759 and Died on the 27th of May in 1760 
(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Embroidered Fabric Swatch - A Boy Admitted 25 August 1758 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Foundling number 2545, a Girl Admitted 22 October 1756 

Linen fabric with the Embroidered text; 'Ann Adams Born September The Twentieth Six 1756.' 
(The Foundling Museum)



Printed Fabric 
Textile Tokens



Foundling Hospital Identification Book 
(The Foundling Museum - Threads of Feeling)



Foundling Number 10197 
A Girl admitted 18 October 1758 

(The Foundling Museum - Threads of Feeling)



The Fabric Token left by the Parent of : 
“Florella Burney Born June 19th 1758 

In the Parish of St Anns SoHo.  
Not Baptiz’d, pray Let particulare Care be taken’en off this Child As it will be called for Again…” 

(The Foundling Museum - Threads of Feeling)



The Fabric Token left by the Parent of : “Florella Burney Born June 19th 1758   In the Parish of St Anns SoHo 
Not Baptiz’d, pray Let particulare Care be taken’en off this Child As it will be called for Again…” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Printed Fabric Swatch  

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Printed Fabric Swatch  

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Printed Fabric Swatch  

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Printed Fabric Swatch  

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Printed Fabric Swatch  

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Printed Fabric Swatch  

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Printed Fabric Swatch  

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Printed Fabric Swatch  

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling 14922 
Linen “flowered all over with playing cards” Left with a Boy Name Joseph Floyd by the Foundling Hospital in 1759 

 He was apprenticed in 1769 
(The Foundling Museum- Threads of Feeling)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Printed Fabric Swatch  

(The Foundling Museum)



“Purpel and white flowered cotten” Foundling Number 11337 
A boy aged about xxx, admitted 25 January 1759.  Named John Hammersmith by the Foundling Hospital.  

Apprenticed 26 July 1769 to Mr. Maycock, Farmer of Thornton, Cheshire 
(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Number 9018.  A boy aged 3 days, admitted 23 June 1758 
Named Henry Clive by the Foundling Hospital.  Died 27 August 1758 

“Sar, this is the Son of William and Sarone Tunear living in the Parish of Saint Marey  
Whitchapel is not paptised Bornd June ye 20” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Fabric Swatch 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch &was  Tokens 
Printed Fabric Swatch  

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Number 13155 
Black work Embroidery Executed in Blue Thread.   A Girl admitted 17 June 1759  

(The Foundling Museum - Threads of Feeling)



“Yellow Satten Flowered” 
Foundling Number 13187.  A girl aged about 14 days admitted 20 June 1759. 

Named Lucy Locket by the Foundling Hospital.  Died 2 July 1759 
(The Foundling Museum - Threads of Feeling)



“Blue and white shelvd”  Foundling Number 11148 
“Girl aged about xxx, admitted 11 January 1759. Named Ann Flamsted by the Foundling Hospital. 

Died 21 February 1759 
(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling 16516 
Patchwork of Printed and Woven Fabrics, Embroidered with a Heart and Cut in Half 

One half was left with a Boy Named Benjamin Twirl who was Admitted in 1767 
His Mother, Sara Bender, Reclaimed Him on June 10th in 1775 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Printed Fabric Garment Sleeve 

(The Foundling Museum)



Striped & Checked 
Textile Tokens



Foundling Hospital Identification Fabric Swatch 
Foundling Number 9161 - A Boy admitted from Rotherhith Workhouse  7 July 1758 

'Rotherhith Workhouse this child was Born July the 1 it is Baptize Cristopher William Sr: Yrs. Josp. Bagley.' 
(The Foundling Museum )



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Checked Fabric Swatch  

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Number 11132 
“Flannel run and overcast with Red Worsted...blue and white check”  A Boy admitted 10 January 1759  

(The Foundling Museum - Threads of Feeling)



“Checkt  stuff”  A  boy  aged  about  xx,  admitted  28  December  1759 
Named  Mentor  Lesage  by  the  Foundling  Hospital.  Apprenticed 7 November 1770 to Hercules Durham, 

farmer, of Fulmer, Buckinghamshire 
(The Foundling Museum - Threads of Feeling)



Foundling Number 10197 
'Read and white checkt ginium...purpill and white figird cotting;' A Girl admitted 16 February 1760 

(The Foundling Museum - Threads of Feeling)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Striped Fabric Swatch  

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Swatch 
Striped Fabric Swatch  

(The Foundling Museum)



Silk Fabric 
Textile Tokens



Foundling Number 1254 
“A piece of blue silk pin’d on ye Breast” 

A girl about xx, admitted 29 May 1755.  Named Anne Robinson by the Foundling Hospital 
Died as a child, date unknown 

(The Foundling Museum)



Ribbon & Tape 
 Tokens



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Heart Card & Poem 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Number 208 
“A black  Cockade  on  his  head” 

Admitted 22 February 1745.  Named Hanwell  Helsden by the Foundling Hospital 
Died 11  March  1745 

(The Foundling Museum - Threads of Feeling)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Ribbon & Poem for Philip Hollond 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Ribbon 
Ribbon Tie 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Ribbon 
Ribbon Tie 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Number 10197 
“A Blue Tope Knot”  A Girl from Chesterton, Cambridgeshire, Admitted 2 February 1758 

(The Foundling Museum - Threads of Feeling)



Foundling Hospital Identification Ribbon 
Ribbon Tie & Chain 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Silver Tape 
Silver Tape 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling 2275 
A Boy Admitted in September 1756  attached to a Flowered Silver Ribbon with a Paper Note Sewn into it 

Died the Same Month 
(The Foundling Hospital - Threads of Feeling)



Tokens



Foundling Hospital Token Identifications 
(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Enameled Ale Bottle Marker or Label 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification 
Bone Gambling Fish 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Mother of Pearl 

James, child no. 6420, was admitted in November 1757 and renamed Raymond Kent.  
Records Show that in 1769 he was Apprenticed to a Farmer in Yorkshire 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Card for Midwife Elizabeth Nihell 
The Reverse of the Card carries the Child’s Original Name, and her Date and Place of Birth 

Records show that she was Renamed Jane and Survived to be Apprenticed to a Yorkshire farmer 
(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion for “ELIZTH.  HARRIS  BORN  JUNE  6th 1756 “ 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Marked “W  RE  GB.  JAN. 16. 1756” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Marked “this is A token” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Marked with a Phoenix Rising Over a Crown 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
Necklace Medallion Marked “Kings Experimental Philosophy Dukes Court” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
 Necklace Charm Left with Child 8860 on 5 April 1757. Born Robert Betterson He was Renamed Henry Pitt 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Marked “Chid:  More Novt. ye 10th half hour after 12 o’Clock" 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Made from a 4 Pence Coin Marked  “Wm Stanley 4 Mar. 1756” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Made from a Silver Disc Engraved “Augusta Percy Nata 4 Julii 1757” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
“THOMAS  TUPTEN  BORN  OCTOBER  THE  8  1756” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Marked for Ann Butler, Born October 15, 1757 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion for Maria Augusta Handel Who Claimed Her in 1763 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
18th Century 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Made from a Swiss School Prize, with the Berne coat of Arms 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
Necklace Medallion Made from a Charles II Silver Shilling Marked “INNOCENCY  in  SAFETY” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
Necklace Medallion Made from a Queen Anne Medallion from 1702 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Made from a King James II 4 Penny Coin Minted in 1688 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Made from an Irish Halfpenny that Belonged to Child 14594, Renamed Mary Russell 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Marked  “SOLI  DEO  GLORIA” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Made from a Charles II Shilling Marked with the Initials of a Boy’s Parents 

Belonged to Oliver Luke Who was Renamed Luke Perkins. He Was Reclaimed by His Father in 1763 
(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
1707 Queen Anne Sixpence Personalized with Lettering and a Fleur-de-Lis 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
Necklace Medallion Made from a 1644 English 4 Pence 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
Necklace Medallion Made from a Hungarian Thaler Marked “JOHN  HOWELL  1759” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Made from a Queen Anne Sixpence 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Made from a Rosa Americana Token for the American Colonies   1723 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
Necklace Medallion Made from a Austrian Netherlands 2 Liard Coin Marked for Rachel Paz 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
Necklace Medallion Made from a Portuguese 10 Reis Coin   1750 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
Necklace Medallion Made from a 1727 Russian Coin  Marked “Chas, Temple, Williams, Scoler” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Made from a Two Pence Brass Rosa Americana Coin 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Made from a 1756 Bent Farthing 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
Necklace Medallion Made from a Silver Portuguese 20 Reis Coin  

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Made from a Masonic Symbols Token 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
Necklace Medallion Made from a Queen Anne Coronation Token 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
Necklace Medallion Made from a  Coin Commemorating the Death of Sir Isaac Newton in 1727 and Marked  “E E” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
German Jetton 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
1581 Dutch Jetton Referencing the Siege of Tournai 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
Necklace Medallion Made from a King’s Road Private Pass Given to the Hospital in 1764 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Medallion Made from a Brass Reckoning Counter / Jetton from Nuremburg 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Silver Necklace Medallion Marked  “VOYEZ  ET  SOUVENEZ”  (See & Remember) 

(The Foundling Hospital)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Heart Shaped Necklace Medallion Marked “You have my Heart Tho wee must Part  Nat 6 - Sept. 1759  / I*W” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  Left with Foundling 291 - A Baby Boy in February 1746 
Renamed Robert Sammon, He Died the Following Month on 19 March, 1746  

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Heart Shaped Necklace Medallion 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Heart Shaped Necklace Medallion Marked “C 8  E B” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Heart Shaped Necklace Medallion Marked for “James Andren’s  Born August the 10 1746” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
“You have my Heart Tho wee must Part  IW  Nat. 6 Sepr  1759” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
“QD  ISM” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Heart Shaped Necklace Charm of White Metal, Mother of Pearl, and Pastes 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Silver Necklace Medallion Marked “In Amore hac Sunt Vitia”  / “There are faults in love” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Necklace Charm or Tag of Silver Bearing Information on the Child’s Name, Birthday, and Family 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Religious Necklace Medallions 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Catholic Necklace Medallion - Possibly 18th Century 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
1792 Thomas Spence Token  “HONOUR / JAMES” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
“PLAYING  FIELDS  1795” Token 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Tokens 
Religious Brass Medal Showing the Lady of the Rosary and Saint Dominic of Surian 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Pendant by Thomas Pence  “ODD FELLOWS, QUIS RIDES / HONOUR”  c. 1792 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Mail Coach Token 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
“DUKE  OF  YORK”  /  “THE WOODEN  WALLS  OF  OLD  ENGLAND”  Token   1795 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  
“The British Glory Reviv’d By Admiral Vernon” /  “Who Took Porto Bello With Six Men of War Only / Nov 22 1739” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  Left with Child 9036, Priscilla  
“THE  NAUGHTY  QUEEN  HUMBLED   1757” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token  Left with Child 9036, Priscilla  
“BY  THE  KING  OF  PRUSSIA” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
“St. ETHEL  BURGA  AND  St.  SWITHIN  No.  38” 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Calendar  Left with Child no. 4382, who was Admitted in May 1757 and Re-Christened John Langley 

The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Pendant 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Gold - Tone Pendant with an White Marbled Oval Cabochon, Possibly Agate 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Enamel Plate 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Mother of Pearl Pendant 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Engraved Jewelry Clasp 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Engraved Brass Plate 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Engraved Brass Plate 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Tin Disc or Button 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Coldstream Guards Repousse Bone Back Button 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Coldstream Guards Repousse Bone Back Button 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Rock Crystal Wire Ring 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Faceted Glass Pendant 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Ring 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token Left with a Note of the 23 Psalm 
Ring  Token that  Belonged to Child 1036, Harriet, Renamed Harriott Woodhal 

On the Inner Band, the Inscription ‘qui me neglige me perd’ warns ‘he who neglects me loses me’.  
(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Tokens 
Coins & Thimble 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Wooden Rouge Container 
(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Hair Pin 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Coral Necklace Left with Child No. 17038, a Girl Re-named Mary Parsons  

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Necklace 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Baby Bracelet of Garnet Beads 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Child’s Necklace of Glass Beads 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Mother of Pearl Pendant 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Mother of Pearl Pendant 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Heart Pendant 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Black Silk Purse with Ribbon 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Birth Caul 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Nut with Hole for Tying a Ribbon to the Baby Upon Admission 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Broken Watch Seal with Anchor Design 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Key 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Identification Token 
Padlock & Band Left with Child  5706, Admitted September 1757 and Renamed James Newington.  He Passed Away a Year Later 

(The Foundling Museum)



Foundling Hospital Token Identification Token 
Engraved Padlock 

(The Foundling Museum)



Take Notice!

For more information on the Foundling Hospital / Foundling Museum 
visit them in person or check out their Website or Facebook Page! 
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