
18th Century Material Culture  
Hooks, Hayforks, & Rakes



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Liverpool Jug 
1781 

(Private Collection)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Liverpool Jug 
1781 

(Private Collection)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware Liverpool Jug 
1781 

(Private Collection)



A Laborer Requesting Wages 
1715 

(Wellcome Library)



Bill / Brush Hooks 
(Fascine Knives)



British Fascine Knife / Bill / Brush Hook marked with Board of Ordnance  Government Broad Arrow 
Excavated on a French and Indian War campsite in the Lake Champlain Valley 

(Don Troiani)



British Fascine Knife / Bill / Brush Hook marked with Board of Ordnance  Government Broad Arrow 
Excavated on a French and Indian War campsite in the Lake Champlain Valley 

(Don Troiani)



Bill Hook. Recovered from the Wreck of the Boscawen, which sank in Lake Champlain in the late 1760's 
(From: Grant, David Mitchell; "Tools from the French and Indian War Sloop Boscawen" Texas A and M University. 1996)



Straight Brush Knife. Recovered from the Wreck of the Boscawen, which sank in Lake Champlain in the late 1760's 
(From: Grant, David Mitchell; "Tools from the French and Indian War Sloop Boscawen" Texas A and M University. 1996)



Brush Hook 
c. 1775 

(Donohue, Barbara; "Report of a Specialized Intensive (Locational) Survey Lexington Green Battle Road Hanscom Air 
Force Base, Middlesex County, Massachusetts." John Milner Associates, Inc. Appleton, Massachusetts. 2007. Pl 21.)



Reaping Hooks 
& 

Scythes



“Summer” 
by Richard Houston after Samuel Wale  c. 1762 

(Public Domain)



“THE  LOVELY  LAVINIA” 
by Sayer & Bennett   1784 

(The British Museum)



“THE  LOVELY  LAVINIA” 
by Sayer & Bennett   1784 

(The British Museum)



The Reapers 
by George Stubbs    1785 

(TATE)



The Reapers 
by George Stubbs    1785 

(TATE)



Pennsylvanian Iron and Wood Sickles or Reaping Hooks marked  “ S Christ “  and  “ D Christ “ 
c.  1780 

(Christie’s Auction House)



24” Sickle / Reaping Hook 
18th Century 

(Jim Bode Antique Tools)



Government Issue Sickle Given to Loyalists Settlers after the American War for Independence 
18th Century 

(Wallace and Area Museum, Nova Scotia)



“Agriculture.”  
 The Encyclopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert 1763 

(Private Collection)



“THE  SCYTHE  MAN’S  REFRESHMENT” 
by Carington Bowles   1770 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The Merits and Defects of the Dead by their Ingenious Secretary” 
by William Austin  1773 
(The British Museum)



Whetstones



Whetstones 
18th Century 

(Private Collection)



Honing & Whetstones 
18th Century 

(Nottingham University Museum)



Whetstone Horn 
18th Century 

(Daughters of the American Revolution)



Whetstone Horn 
18th Century 

(Daughters of the American Revolution)



10” Wood Whetstone Carrier 
18th Century 

(Jim Bode Antique Tools)



Hayforks



“The Widow Costard’s Cow & Goods Distrained for Texas are Relieved by the Generosity of Johnny Pearmain.”  
by Robert Sayer & J. Benett   1782 

(Ex. Col.: Hon. Christopher Lennox-Boyd)



American Hay Fork from a Farm in Hancock, New Hampshire 
c. 1780 

(New Hampshire Historical Society)



“Agriculture.”  
 The Encyclopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert 1763 

(Private Collection)



Book Plate - Interior of a Barn 
byThomas Berwick   c. 1770 - 1780 

(The British Museum)



The Haymakers 
by George Stubbs    1785 

(TATE)



The Haymakers 
by George Stubbs    1785 

(TATE)



Woodcut 
c. 1780 -  1790s 

(Dover Publications - Image Courtesy Paul Dickfoss)



Rakes



Still Life 
by Jan Baptist Weenix   c. 1636 - 1660 

(The British Museum)



“La Terre.”  
by Nicholas Bonnart   c. 1652 - 1719 

(The British Museum)



“Paisanne des environs de Cologne.” 
After Bernhard Picart   1728 

(The British Museum)



“Spring” 
by Jean Baptiste Pater   c. 1720 - 1736 

(The Cleveland Museum of Fine Arts - Photo Courtesy Paul Dickfoss)



“Spring” 
by Jean Baptiste Pater   c. 1720 - 1736 

(The Cleveland Museum of Fine Arts - Photo Courtesy Paul Dickfoss)



“Rural Life” 
by John Faber the Younger after Philippe Mercier   c. 1720 - 1756 

(The British Museum)



“Rural Life” 
by John Faber the Younger after Philippe Mercier   c. 1720 - 1756 

(The British Museum)



“Sr. Hudbras his passing Worth, The manner how he sally’d forth” 
by William Hogarth   1726 
(Lewis Walpole Library)



“June” 
by Thomas Burford   1745 

(The British Museum)



Gardener 
by Balthasar Denner   c. 1735 
(Statens Musem for Kunst)



“Earth” 
by John Simon, Published by Thomas Burford, after Jacopo Amigoni   c. 1730 - 1742 

(The British Museum)



“DAMON & PHILLIS” 
by Robert Sayer  c. 1760 - 1790 

(The British Museum)



“Agriculture.”  
 The Encyclopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert 1763 

(Private Collection)



Swiss Landscape with Peasants 
by Christian Gottlieb Geissler   c. 1770 - 1780 

(The British Museum)



Plate 8 from 'Collet's “Designs both Serious and Comic” 
by John Collet   c. 1770 
(The British Museum)



“The London Beau in the Country, or the Dairy-house Gallant” 
1773 

(The British Museum)



“The London Beau in the Country, or the Dairy-house Gallant” 
1773 

(The British Museum)



Old Nanny Selling the things to the Farmer 
by Tim Bobbin or Thomas Sanders  June  1773  

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“Why a GARDENER is the most extraordinaryMan in the World” 
1773 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“Why a GARDENER is the most extraordinaryMan in the World” 
1773 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“GOOD  ENTERTAINMENT  FOR  MAN  AND  HORSE” 
by R. Sayer & J. Bennett   1776 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“HAY  MAKING” 
by Robert Sayer  1786 

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Lady Raking with Man Watching  
by J. Dillon  Late 18th Century



Woodcuts 
c. 1780 -  1790s 

(Dover Publications - Image Courtesy Paul Dickfoss)



Woodcut 
c. 1780 -  1790s 

(Dover Publications - Image Courtesy Paul Dickfoss)



Woodcut 
c. 1780 -  1790s 

(Dover Publications - Image Courtesy Paul Dickfoss)



Woodcut 
c. 1780 -  1790s 

(Dover Publications - Image Courtesy Paul Dickfoss)



Woodcut 
18th Century 

(Public Domain)



Hay Rake 
Mid to Late 18th Century 
(Old Sturbridge Village)



Hay Rake 
c. 1780 - 1830 
(Winterthur)
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- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center 


