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Blacksmiths & Whitesmiths



17th Century
Blacksmiths



A Dutch Blacksmith Shop
by Andries Both   c. 1624 - 1640

(The British Museum)



Dutch Blacksmiths
by Jan van Vilet   1635

(The British Museum)



Trade Card for “James Yorke of Lincolne, Blacksmith.”
by E. Griffin   1641

(The British Museum)



William Houlbrook - Frontspiece to “Loyal Blacksmith and No Jesuit”
1660

(The British Museum)



“Habit de Maréchal”
by Gerard Balck after Nicolas de Larmessin II   c. 1695 - 1720

(The British Museum)



A Farrier’s Shop with Blacksmith
by Pieter Bout  c. 1673 - 1719

(The British Museum)



“SMIT.” -  A Dutch Blacksmith
by Anthonie de Winter after Caspar & Jan Luyken.  Published by Ambrosius Sceevenhuizen   1695

(The British Museum)



18th Century
Blacksmiths



A Blacksmith Working in His Shop
by Thomas Worlidge  c. 1715 - 1766

(The British Museum)



“Un Merechal”  (Blacksmith)
by Martin Engelbrecht (Germany)   c. 1720

(Colonial Williamsburg)



“LE  FEU.”  -  A French Blacksmith
by Jacques Philippe Le Bas after David Teniers the Younger   c. 1734 - 1736

(The British Museum)



A Blacksmith
Dated to the 1780s, but likely a Copy of a 1735 Print

(The British Museum)



“LONDON’S Conduct stands the TEST...”
1742

(The British Museum)



“L'Arracheur des dents burlesques des Femmes”   (The Blacksmith Turned Tooth Drawer)
by Johann Simon Negges  c. 1745

(The British Museum)



“The LUDICROUS  OPERATOR, or BLACKSMITH turn’d TOOTH  DRAWER.”
by John Dixon after John Harris.  Published by John Bowles   1768

(The British Museum)



“The VILLAGE  DOCTOR, or BLACKSMITH turn’d TOOTH  DRAWER.”
by Bowles & Carver after John Dixon   c. 1790

(The British Museum)



“The Newsmongers.”
by John Finlayson after John donaldson   1769

(The British Museum)



“The Newsmongers”  - Two Smiths & a Tailor
c. 1769

(The British Museum)



A Blacksmith Shop
by Joseph Wright of Derby 1771

(Yale Center for British Art)



A Blacksmith Shop
by Richard Earlom 1771

(Yale Center for British Art)



A Blacksmith Shop
by Richard Earlom 1771

(Yale Center for British Art)



“THE  ENGLISH  POLITICIANS”
by Richard Houston after Edward Penny   1771

(The British Museum)



“The English Politicians”
by Richard Houston after Edward Penny   1771

(The British Museum)



“The English Politicians”
by Richard Houston after Edward Penny   1771

(The British Museum)



A Blacksmith / Farrier’s Shop
by William Pether after Joseph Wright of Derby   1771

(The British Museum)



“The Blacksmith lets hi Iron grow cold attending to the Taylor’s News.”
1772

(The British Museum)



“The Blacksmith lets his Iron grow cold attending to the Taylor’s News”
London   1772

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The Political Black - Smiths”
London   1776

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The Blacksmith and Knife Grinder with a distant of Sir Ricd Worsley’s Pavilion in Hyde - Park and Black - Heath”
by Paul Sandby   1780

(The British Museum)



Interior of Blacksmith Shop 
by Pehr Hillestrom 1781



Interior of Blacksmith Shop 
by Pehr Hillestrom 1781



“JOHN  STOCKDALE, The BOOKSELLING  BLACKSMITH, one of the KING’s New Friends.”
by Thomas Rowlandson   1784

(The British Museum)



A Farrier / Blacksmith’s Shed
by William Dickinson after Henry William Bunbury  1784

(The British Museum)



A Farrier’s Shop
by William Pether after George Gerrard.  Published by Thomas Simpson   1787

(The British Museum)



Smithery - The Workings & Tools of a Blacksmith Shop or Forge
by Thomas Jeffrys, from The Dictionary of Arts & Sciences  1764

(Pastpages.co.uk)



Blacksmith
Tools



Anvil
17th Century

(Jim Bode Antique Tools)



Northern European Anvil
Late 17th Century

(The Anvil Museum)



German Anvil with Church Window and Mascaron Decoration
Late 17th Century

(The Anvil Museum)



Anvil
c. 1740

(The Anvil Museum)



Western Austrian Anvil with Tyrolean Coat of Arms
Dated 1775

(The Anvil Museum)



Anvil, Likely German
Mid 18th Century

(The Anvil Museum)



German Church Window Anvil
Mid 18th Century

(The Anvil Museum)



German Church Window Anvil
Mid 18th Century

(Herman Historica GmbH)



Church Window Anvil
Mid 18th Century

(Jim Bode Antique Tools)



Stake Anvil
Mid 18th Century

(Jim Bode Antique Tools)



French Stake Anvil
Mid 18th Century

(The Anvil Museum)



Stake Anvil
18th Century

(The Anvil Museum)



Dengil Anvil & Scythe Hammer
18th Century

(The Tool Exchange)



Scythe Anvil
18th Century

(Jim Bode Antique Tools)



Dengle Stock
18th Century

(Jim Bode Antique Tools)



English Lead Glazed Earthenware “Creamware” Teapot
For Michael Speddin, a Blacksmith   c. 1780

(Martyn Edgell Antiques, Ltd.)



The Blacksmith
as

Dentist



“The  COUNTRY  TOOTH DRAWER.””
London   1784

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Mandibular Molar Excavated from a Late 18th Century Blacksmith Shop in New Jersey
From "Archaeological Excavations at the Voohees Site (28-So-153): 

Gall, Michael J; A Late 18th Century Blacksmith Shop in Franklin Twp. Somerset County, NJ."
Richard Grubb and Associates, Inc. Cranbury, CT. 2009.



The Anderson 
Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury

Williamsburg, Virginia



The Anderson Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



The Anderson Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



The Anderson Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



The Anderson Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



The Anderson Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



The Anderson Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



The Anderson Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



The Anderson Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



The Anderson Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



The Anderson Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



The Anderson Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



The Anderson Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



The Anderson Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



The Anderson Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



The Anderson Blacksmith Shop & Public Armoury
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)



Whitesmiths



English Trade Card for Joseph Watson, a Whitesmith and Ironmonger on Broad Street in Worcester
c. 1770

(Yale Center for British Art - Paul Mellon Collection)



English Trade Card for Palethorpe of Newark
Late 18th Century

(The British Museum)



Locksmiths



Acknowledgements

The material contained within these slideshows is presented for educational purposes only.  The 
18th Century Material Culture Resource Center does not personally own any of the items 
depicted herein and is indebted to the countless museums, libraries, and private collectors who 
willingly share their collections with the public through the internet.   Every attempt has been 
made to credit these organizations and individuals for their contributions as best as possible.

If there is a question you have regarding a particular item featured within a presentation, please 
contact the 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center and we will try to answer your 
inquiry as best as possible.  If for any reason you feel there is any item that should not be 
presented here, or if there is an error in any listing, or if you know the source for any item whose 
credit is unknown, please inform us and we will make sure your concern is addressed as soon as 
possible.

Thank you!

- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center


