
18th Century Material Culture 
Mines, Forges & Foundries



Mines



Lord Hopetoun’s Lead Mines
Paul Sandby  1751

(Yale Center for British Art)



Iron 
Forges / Furnaces



“The Iron Forge between Dolgelli and Barmouth in Merionethshire”
by Paul Sandby  1776

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



“The Iron Forge between Dolgelli and Barmouth, Merioneth Shire”
by Paul Sandby  c. 1776

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)

http://www.metmuseum.org/Collections/search-the-collections/90028686
http://www.metmuseum.org/Collections/search-the-collections/90028686


“Iron Forge on the River Kent, Westmorland”
by Paul Sandby

(Yale Center for British Art)



Advertisement
New York Gazette

August 1, 1763



A Charcoal Fueled Cold Blast Furnace of the 18th Century
(WTF, Inc. Courtney Howell - ExplorePAHistory.com)



An Iron Forge
by Joseph Wright of Derby 1772



An Iron Forge
by Richard Earlom after Joseph Wright of Derby. Published by John Boydell   1773

(The British Museum)



An Iron Forge Viewed from Without
by Joseph Wright of Derby 1773



“Habit de Quincaillier”   (Ironmonger)
by Gerard Balck after Nicolas de Larmessin II   c. 1695 - 1720

(The British Museum)



The Oxford Furnace
Oxford Township, Warren County, New Jersey

Built 1741



Lead Processing
In Leadhills



Lead Processing at Leadhills: Pounding the Ore
by David Allen  c. 1780s

(National Galleries of Scotland)



Lead Processing at Leadhills: Washing the Ore
by David Allen  c. 1780s

(National Galleries of Scotland)



Lead Processing at Leadhills: Smelting the Ore
by David Allen  c. 1780s

(National Galleries of Scotland)



Lead Processing at Leadhills: Weighing the Lead Bars
by David Allen  c. 1780s

(National Galleries of Scotland)



Bell Foundries



Whitechapel (London) Bell Foundry Sign
18th Century

(Photograph - Neal Hurst)



Acknowledgements

The material contained within these slideshows is presented for educational purposes only.  The 
18th Century Material Culture Resource Center does not personally own any of the items 
depicted herein and is indebted to the countless museums, libraries, and private collectors who 
willingly share their collections with the public through the internet.   Every attempt has been 
made to credit these organizations and individuals for their contributions as best as possible.

If there is a question you have regarding a particular item featured within a presentation, please 
contact the 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center and we will try to answer your 
inquiry as best as possible.  If for any reason you feel there is any item that should not be 
presented here, or if there is an error in any listing, or if you know the source for any item whose 
credit is unknown, please inform us and we will make sure your concern is addressed as soon as 
possible.

Thank you!
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