
18th Century Material Culture
Nightmen & Chimney Sweeps



The 17th Century



“MULID  SAKE” - Portrait of the Chimney Sweep John Cottington
by Renold Elstrack, Published by Compton Holland, London   c. 1616 - 1621

(The British Museum)



Dutch Chimney Sweep
by Hendrik Bary after Adriaan Brouwer   c. 1655 - 1707

(The British Museum)



The Chimney Sweep  (Le Ramoneur)
by Abraham Bosse(French, Tours 1602/1604–1676 Paris)

(The Metropolitan Museum of Art)



“The Night Man  /  A Bell Man  /  Handkercher Buttons Mrs.”
1655

(The British Museum)



Two French Chimney Sweeps
by Louis Francois du Couchet, Marques de Sourches   c. 1600 - 1699

(The British Museum)



The 18th Century



Chimney Sweep
by Edme Bouchardon   c. 1730

(The British Museum)



Chimney Sweep
by Anne Claude Philippe de Tubières, Comte de Caylus (French, Paris 1692–1765 Paris) after Edme Bouchardon

(The Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Chimney Sweep
by P. Tempest  1733

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“THE  LAMENTABLE  FALL  OF  MISS  GENEVA”
by Elizabeth Foster   1736

(The British Museum)



“THE  LAMENTABLE  FALL  OF  MISS  GENEVA”
by Elizabeth Foster   1736

(The British Museum)



“ST.  JAMES  IN  OCTOBER.  THE  K--- AT H--- MDCCL,”
by T. Fox in the Old Baily   1750

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“ST.  JAMES  IN  OCTOBER.  THE  K--- AT H--- MDCCL,”
by T. Fox in the Old Baily   1750

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Enamel & Gold Snuff Box from Dresden
Depicting a Chimney Sweep, Considered to by a Symbol of Good Luck

c. 1765
(Victoria & Albert)



Enamel & Gold Snuff Box from Dresden
Depicting a Chimney Sweep, Considered to by a Symbol of Good Luck

c. 1765
(Victoria & Albert)



“Scene in a London Street”
by John Collet    1770

(Yale Center for British Art)



“THE  LADY’S  DISASTER ___”
by John June    1770

(The British Museum)



“The Patriots deceived, or Townsend triumphant.”
1772

(The British Museum)



“THE  PAINTRESS”
by W. Humphrey   1772

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“THE  ENTER{RIZING  CHIMNEY  SWEEPER”
by W. Humphrey   1772

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“THE  ENTER{RIZING  CHIMNEY  SWEEPER”
by W. Humphrey   1772

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The YOUNG  SWEEP in LOVE, or the HOUSE-MAID’S  CONQUEST”
by Carington Bowles   1772

(The British Museum)



“SOOTY  DUN  THE  DEVIL’S  MEALMAN.”
by Matthew Darly    1772
(The British Museum)



“SIX - PENCE A DAY”
by William Humphrey  1775

(Ann S.K.Brown Collection, Brown University)



“The BLACK and WHITE  SCUFFLE, or BARBER and CHIMNEY-SWEEPER at FISTY-CUFFS”
by Carington Bowles  1778

(The British Museum)



“Laugh & Grow Fat”
by William Austin   1778

(Lewis Walpole Museum)



“Laugh & Grow Fat”
by William Austin   1778

(Lewis Walpole Museum)



“The Terror from France, or the Westminster Volunteers 1779”
London   1779

(The British Museum)



“The Quintessence of Quackism....”
by P. Mitchell   1780

(The British Museum)



“Defending Nation Honor”
1781

(The British Museum)



“The virtuous and inspir’d state of Whigism in Bristol 1781”
1781

(The British Museum)



“The TOWER  HILL  ESCULAPIUS”
by Carington Bowles  1782
(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The TOWER  HILL  ESCULAPIUS”
by Carington Bowles  1782
(Lewis Walpole Library)



“IRISH  Gratitude.”
by James Gillray, Published by Hannah Humphrey   1782

(The British Museum)



“CHIMNEY - SWEEPERS  ON  MAY- DAY”
by Peter Gaugain, London   1782

(The British Museum)



May Day “Jack in the Green” Procession
by Edward Francis Burney   1783

(The British Museum)



“INTELLIGENCE on the PEACE”
by Carington Bowles after Robert Dighton   1783

(The British Museum)



“MAY - DAY  IN  LONDON.”
by William Blake after Samuel Collings, Published by Harrison & Co.   1784

(The British Museum)



“The D____ss purchasing a Brush.”
From the “Rambler’s Magazine”   1784

(The British Museum)



“THE  DUTCHESS  CANVASSING  FOR  HER  FAVOURITE  MEMBER”
by William Dent, Published by J. Carter   1784

(The British Museum)



“The RETURN from a MASQUERADE ___ A  MORNING  SCENE”
by Carington Bowles   1784

(The British Museum)



“The RETURN from a MASQUERADE ___ A  MORNING  SCENE”
by Carington Bowles   1784

(The British Museum)



“CARLO  KHAN’s triumphant entry into St. STEPHEN’s CHAPEL”
by Samuel Collings  1784

(The British Museum)



“WIT’S  LAST  STAKE  OR  THE  COBLING   VOTERS  and ABJECT  CANVASSERS.”
by Thomas Rowlandson  1784

(The Royal Collection)



“THE  BLACK  JOKE”
by James Wicksteed, London   1787

(The British Museum)



“THE  BLACK  JOKE”
by James Wicksteed, London   1787

(The British Museum)



“SUBLIME  ORATORY __________ A  DISPLAY  OF  IT.”
by Johann Heinrich Ramberge   1788

(The British Museum)



“MASON, the Duke’s Confectioner, disposing of the Trinkets.”
by James Gillray, Published by Hannah Humphrey   1788

(The British Museum)



“STATE - JUGGLERS,”
by James Gillray, Published by S.W. Fores   1788

(The British Museum)



“STATE - JUGGLERS,”
by James Gillray, Published by S.W. Fores   1788

(The British Museum)



“THE  PROSPECT  BEFORE  US...”
by Thomas Rowlandson, Published by S. W. Fores   1791

(The British Museum)



“The Chimney Sweeper”
by William Blake, London   1794

(The British Museum)



“The Chimney Sweeper”
by William Blake, London   1794

(The British Museum)



“A  CONTEST  BETWEEN  SOOT  &  FLOUR.”
by Laurie & Whittle  1794

(The British Museum)



“LICENC’D  TO  WEAR  HAIR  POWDER!!”
by William Hanlon after George Moutard Woodward, Published by S.W. Fores  1794

(The British Museum)



“SWEEP”
Late 18th Century

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Nightmen



English Trade Card for John Cole, Nightman & Rubbish - Carter
1740

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for John Cole, Nightman & Rubbish - Carter
1740

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Robert Stone, Nightman, Rubbish - Carter
c. 1751

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for John Bates, Nightman, Rubbish - Carter & Scavenger
1763

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for John Bates, Nightman, Rubbish - Carter & Scavenger
1763

(The British Museum)



Trade Card for Richard Harper, Nightman
18th Century

(Museum of London)



English Trade Card for John Hunt, Nightman & Rubbish Carter, London
18th Century

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for John Hunt, Nightman & Rubbish Carter, London
18th Century

(Bishopsgate Institute)



Trade Card for Henry Hastings, Nightman
c. 1773

(Private Collection)



English Trade Card for Samuel Collins, Nightman and Rubbish Carter
18th Century

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for John Wigly, Nightman
18th Century

(Private Collection)



English Trade Card for W. JAMES, Nightman
18th Century

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for MOAKES, Nightman to the Nobility
Late 18th Century

(The British Museum)



Trade Card for Samuel Foulger, Nightman
c. “1740 - 1760” but Likely Late 18th Century

(Museum of London)



English Trade Card for John Brewer, Nightman, to the City and Suburbs
1792

(The British Museum)



Chimney Sweeps



English Trade Card for Jeane Tempell. Chimbley =Sweepers
18th Century

(The British Museum)



Trade Card for Joseph Smith
London   c. 1757 - 1790

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Trade Card for Joseph Smith
London   c. 1757 - 1790

(Lewis Walpole Library)



English Trade Card for Bartholomew Solomon, Chimney-Sweeper
18th Century

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Thomas Tattenham, Chimney-Sweeper
1778

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Thomas Tattenham, Chimney-Sweeper
1778

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for James Flint, Chimney-Sweeper
1780

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Mary Angell, Chimney-Sweeper
1783

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Mary Freeman, Chimney-Sweeper
Late 18th Century

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Mary Vinson, Chimney-Sweeper
1785

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Mary Fatt, Chimney-Sweeper
1787

(The British Museum)



Trade Card for George Cordwell
18th Century

(Bishopsgate Institute)



English Trade Card for David Porter, Chimney-Sweeper
Late 18th Century

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Thomas Gainem, Chimney-Sweeper
Late 18th Century

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Mary Wiggett, “Widow of John Wiffett Chimney - Sweeper, Deceased”
Late 18th Century

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Mary Wiggett, “Widow of John Wiffett Chimney - Sweeper, Deceased”
Late 18th Century

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Josiah Hebart, Chimney Sweeper, Son and Successor the late Benjamin Hebart
Late 18th Century

(The British Museum)



Nightmen
&

Chimney Sweeps



English Recipt for Francis Hallmarke
c. 1767 - 1768

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Thomas Morgan, Chimney Sweeper & Nightman to the Royal Academy
18th Century

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Thomas Morgan, Chimney Sweeper & Nightman to the Royal Academy
18th Century

(The British Museum)



Trade Card for Thomas Pritchard, Chimney - Sweeper and Nightman
Late 18th Century

(Private Collection)



English Trade Card for Robert Southby, Chimney-Sweeper & Nightman
c. 1778

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Robert Southby, Chimney-Sweeper & Nightman
c. 1778

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for SPARKES, Chimney-Sweeper & Nightman
1784

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for William Davis, Chimney-Sweeper & Nightman (No. 1)
1784

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for William Gowers, Chimney-Sweeper & Nightman (No. 2)
c. 1785 - 1786

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Arthur Lake, Chimney-Sweeper & Nightman
1786

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Joseph Lawrence, Chimney-Sweeper & Nightman
1786

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Benjamin King, Chimney-Sweeper & Nightman
1786

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Richard Branson, Chimney-Sweeper & Nightman
1787

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for LAWRENCE, Chimney Sweeper & Nightman
1787

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for William Woodward, Nightman, Carman & Chimney-Sweeper
Late 18th Century

(Wellcome Library)



Trade Card
Late 18th Century



English Trade Card for Thomas Sparks, Chimney Sweeper, Nightman and Poleman
Late 18th Century

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Thomas Crosby, Chimney Sweeper and Nightman (No. 7)
1789

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Thomas Crosby, Chimney Sweeper and Nightman (No. 7)
1789

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Thomas Davis, Chimney Sweeper and Nightman (No. 9)
c. 1789

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for John Tweedie, Chimney Sweeper and Nightman
1791

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for John Tweedie, Chimney Sweeper and Nightman
1791

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for John Tweedie, Chimney Sweeper and Nightman
1791

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Benjamin Watson, Chimney Sweeper and Nightman
18th Century

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Benjamin Watson, Chimney Sweeper and Nightman
18th Century

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Benjamin Watson, Chimney Sweeper and Nightman
18th Century

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Benjamin Watson, Chimney Sweeper and Nightman
1792

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for Henry Voyer, Chimney Sweeper and Nightman
1792

(The British Museum)



English Trade Card for George Fatt, Chimney Sweeper & Nightman
Late 18th Century

(The British Museum)



Brass Chimney Sweeper & Nightman Plaque or Hat Plate

Advertising the services of Nicholas Arendell, “Chimney Sweeper and Nightman”
Nightman had the job of cleaning privies during the night. Two men can be seen carrying

a wooden tub of excrement to a horse drawn cart while their horses eat hay.

(The Museum of London)



“SWEEP”
Late 18th Century

(Lewis Walpole Library)



Recreated Chimney Sweep & Nightman
(Colonial Williamsburg - Tom Apple)



Miscellaneous



“SAFETY  FROM  FIRES  IN  CHIMNIES”
by William Price, London   c. 1790

(The British Museum)



“SAFETY  FROM  FIRES  IN  CHIMNIES”
by William Price, London   c. 1790

(The British Museum)



“SAFETY  FROM  FIRES  IN  CHIMNIES”
by William Price, London   c. 1790

(The British Museum)



“SAFETY  FROM  FIRES  IN  CHIMNIES”
by William Price, London   c. 1790

(The British Museum)
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