
18th Century Material Culture 
Rodents & Rat Catchers



Rodents



An Italian Rat
by Count Giorgio Durante   c. 1685 – 1755

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



A Swiss Rat
by Johannes Amman   1733

(The British Museum)



A Really Fat English Rat
18th Century

(The British Museum)



Water Shrew Mouse (Sorex Palustric)
by Sydney Parkinson   c. 1745 - 1771

(The British Museum)



Rat
by Thomas Bewick   c. 1770 -  1825

(The British Museum)



Rat
by Thomas Bewick   c. 1780 - 1790

(The British Museum)



Rats
by Thomas Bewick   c. 1780 - 1790

(The British Museum)



Water Rat
by Thomas Bewick   c. 1780 - 1790

(The British Museum)



Kangaroo Rat
by Thomas Bewick   c. 1780 - 1790

(The British Museum)



The Dor - Mouse
by Sayer & Bennett   c. 1774 - 1784

(The British Museum)



Dwarf Mouse
by Thomas Bewick   c. 1780 - 1790

(The British Museum)



Long Tailed Field Mouse
by Thomas Bewick   c. 1780 - 1790

(The British Museum)



Shrew Mouse
by Thomas Bewick   c. 1780 - 1790

(The British Museum)



Water Shrew Mouse
by Thomas Bewick   c. 1780 - 1790

(The British Museum)



A Mouse
by Thomas Bewick   Late 18th Century

(The British Museum)



“Short Tailed Field mouse”
by Thomas Bewick   Late 18th Century

(The British Museum)



English Mole and a Mouse
18th Century

(The British Museum)



German Snuff Box
Meissen Factory  c. 1745

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



French Snuff Box
Manufacture de Mennecy   Mid 18th Century

(Les Arts Décoratifs)

http://www.lesartsdecoratifs.fr/
http://www.lesartsdecoratifs.fr/


German Figure of a Mouse
by Höchst Manufactory   c. 1760
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)



“A Dead Mouse”
by John Payne   c. 1620

(The British Museum))



Dutch Cat & Mouse
by Cornelis Visscher, Published by Alaes Jansz   c. 1657

(The British Museum))



English Boy with a Cat and Mouse
c. 1670 - 1725

(The British Museum))



French Mice in a Kitchen
by Marguerite Once after Clement Pierre Marillier   c. 1773

(The British Museum))



Interior of a Farm Building with Mice Eating Grain
by Thomas Bewick   Late 18th Century

(The British Museum)



Children Playing with a Cat & Mouse
by William Dickinson, Published by Victor Marie Picot after Jacopo Amigoni   1774

(The British Museum))



Rodent
Catchers



English Trade Card for James Mitchell
1789

(The British Museum)



Dutch Rat - Catcher
by Adriaen van de Venne   c. 1620 - 1626

(The British Museum)



Head of a Dutch Rat - Catcher
after Rembrandt   1630

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Dutch Rat - Catcher
by Harmensz van Rijn after Rambrandt    18th Century

(Harvard Art Museums / Fogg Museum)



Dutch Rat - Catcher from the Series Beggars and Other Low Life
by AJan Joris van Vilet   1632

(The British Museum)



French Rat - Catcher
by Abraham Bosse (French, Tours 1602/1604–1676 Paris)

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



English Rat - Catcher
From the Cryes of London series by Robert Pricke   1655

(Private Collection)



Dutch Rat - Catcher
by Cornelis Bisscher   1655

(The British Museum)



Tin Glazed Earthenware Tile of a Dutch Rat - Catcher 
18th Century

(Ancientpoint.com)



Dutch Rat - Catcher
by James Bretherton afterRembrandt   2nd Half 18th Century

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



German Gathering with a Rat - Catcher
by Christian Wilhelm Ernst Dietrich   1727 - 1774

(The British Museum)



Rat - Catcher
by Anne Claude Philippe de Tubières, Comte de Caylus after Edme Bouchardon   1746

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)



French Rat - Catcher
by John Theodore Heins, Jr. after Jan van Vilet   c. 1747 - 1771

(The British Museum)



German Rat - Catcher
by Christian Wilhelm Ernst Dietrich   1757
(Harvard Art Museums / Fogg Museum)



Dutch Rat - Catcher
by Abraham Hume after Rembrandt   1768

(The British Museum)



The Rat Catcher
by Philip Dawe after Barolome Esteban Murillo   1769

(The British Museum)



French Rat Catcher & Poison Seller
by Jean Pierre Norbilin de la Gourdaine   c. 1774 - 1789

(The British Museum)



French Rat Catcher & Poison Seller
by Jean Pierre Norbilin de la Gourdaine   1781

(The British Museum)



Rat - Catcher
Bow Porcelain Factory, New Canton   c. 1755 - 1760

(The British Museum)



Mice & Rat
Traps



A Dutch Mouse Trap
by Cornelis Visscher   c. 1650

(The British Museum)



“The Mouse - Trap”   (Dutch)
by Nicolaas Verkoje after Gerard Dou   c. 1690 - 1715

(The British Museum)



“The Mouse Catchers”
by Robert Sayer   1771

(The British Museum)



“The Political Rat Catcher - Ld. North”
1773

(The British Museum)



“The Political Rat Catcher - Ld. North”
1773

(The British Museum)



“IL  Milanese”
by George Townley Stubbs after Richard Cosway   1780

(The British Museum)



“Fire du Cabinet de Mr. le Brun.” (German or Dutch)
by Jacques Francois Chereau after Pieter Conelisz van Silingelandt   c. 1780 - 1783

(The British Museum)



Mouse - Trap
Late 18th - Early 19th Century

(Denham’s)



Mouse - Trap
Late 18th - Early 19th Century

(Denham’s)



Mouse - Trap
c. 1750 - Early 19th Century

(Birmingham Museums & Art Gallery)



English Oak Mouse - Trap
c. 1780

(Birmingham Museums & Art Gallery)



Rodent
Cartoons



“Les Rats”
by Nicolas Guérard I   c. 1670 - 1719

(The British Museum)

http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_search_results.aspx?people=122614&peoA=122614-2-70
http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_search_results.aspx?people=122614&peoA=122614-2-70


“Les Rats”
by Nicolas Guérard I   c. 1670 - 1719

(The British Museum)

http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_search_results.aspx?people=122614&peoA=122614-2-70
http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_search_results.aspx?people=122614&peoA=122614-2-70


“Le Conseil des Rats”
by  Sébastien Leclerc I  c. 1677

(The British Museum)

http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_search_results.aspx?people=117719&peoA=117719-2-60
http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_search_results.aspx?people=117719&peoA=117719-2-60


“Le Conseil des Rats”
by  Sébastien Leclerc I  c. 1677

(The British Museum)

http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_search_results.aspx?people=117719&peoA=117719-2-60
http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_search_results.aspx?people=117719&peoA=117719-2-60


“THE  POLITICAL  CLYSTER”
by William Hogarth, Published by Robert Sayer   1726

(The British Museum)



“DAME  RAT, and her poor little Ones.”
1782

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“DAME  RAT, and her poor little Ones.”
1782

(The British Museum)



“DAME  RAT, and her poor little Ones.”
1782

(The British Museum)



“The JUBILEE.”
by James Gillray, Published by Elizabeth Darchery   1782

(The British Museum)



“THE  APOSTATE  JACK  R--  the Political Rat Catcher -- N.B. Rats taken alive!”
by W. Humphrey   1784

(Lewis Walpole Library)



“The POLITICAL  RAT  CATCHER or Jack Renegade’s new Patent trap’s”
by William Wells   1784
(The British Museum)



Fables



“Plate 6: The Battle between the Fogs and the Mice”
by Dirk Stoop, Published by John Ogilby   1665

(The British Museum)



“Plate 6: The Battle between the Fogs and the Mice”
by Dirk Stoop, Published by John Ogilby   1665

(The British Museum)



“The Fable of the Town (Court) Mouse and the Country Mouse”
by Wenceslaus Hollar   c. 1665

(The British Museum)



“The Fable of the Cat and the Mice”
by Wenceslaus Hollar   c. 1665

(The British Museum)



“The Fable of the Cat and the Mice”
by Wenceslaus Hollar   c. 1665

(The British Museum)



“The Fable of the Old Weasel and the Mice”
by Wenceslaus Hollar   c. 1665

(The British Museum)



Drawing to Aesop’s Fables with His Life, 1666
by Francis Barlow   c. 1626 - 1666

(The British Museum)



Gray’s “Fables” - The Rat Catcher and Cats”
by Paul Fourdinier after John Wootton   c. 1727 - 1758

(The British Museum)



“Fable of the City Mouse and the Country Mouse”
by Thomas Bewick   c. 1776 - 1784

(The British Museum)



Old Mouse at the Point of Death
by Thomas Bewick   1779

(The British Museum)



“The Mouse, the Frog, and the Kite”
by Thomas Bewick   1781
(The British Museum)



“Fable  LXII  The Lion and the Mouse”
by Thomas Bewick   c. 1782 - 1786

(The British Museum)



“THE  LION AND  THE  MOUSE”
by James Kirk, Published by Robert Sayer after Francis Barlow   c. 1760 - 1790

(The British Museum)



Books



“The Universal Directory for Taking Alive and Destroying Rats, and All Other Kinds of Four-footed and Winged Vermin...”
by Robert Smith, “RAT - CATCHER to the Princess Amelia”, London   1768

(Princeton University)



“The Universal Directory for Taking Alive and Destroying Rats, and All Other Kinds of Four-footed and Winged Vermin...”
by Robert Smith, “RAT - CATCHER to the Princess Amelia”, London   1768

(Princeton University)



“The Universal Directory for Taking Alive and Destroying Rats, and All Other Kinds of Four-footed and Winged Vermin...”
by Robert Smith, “RAT - CATCHER to the Princess Amelia”, London   1768

(Princeton University)
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Thank you!

- The 18th Century Material Culture Resource Center


